Date:

1 NOV 1997
Circulation: _
105,458

Clipping supplied by
NEWSCLIP MEDIA

MONITOR SERVICE
(A member of Kelchu

18TH FLOOR, SUP TOWER,
75-83 KING'S ROAD,

NORTH POINT, HONG KONG.

TEL - (OED\ HRAR 1244

Public Relations Ltd.)

Statue goes from pillar
to post, then nowhere

The Pillar of Shame statue has
no to go alter next year’s
'anmvc:sawo_f the June 4 Tian-
‘anmen Square crackdown.

The statue a gift to Hong
Kong from Danlsh sculptor
Jens Galschiot in memory of
the tragedy, has been on show at
the Chinese University but will
be transferred to Lingnan Col-
lege tomorrow.

It will then be displayed at
different universities before re-
turning to Victoria Park on
June 4 — where it was unveiled

tm.s;;xsar__—,_for'ﬁm_é:-mum can-

dlelight vigil.

- But no organisations have
offered to display the statue

from that date, Chinese Uni-

versity student union president

Maggie Yung Hiu-kuen said.
Pointing out the moving

costs-add up to $10.000 a time,

she suggested smdem unions
display the column of twisted
faces for longer than planned.

“The standing of the sculp-
tureshould not be considered as

‘astudent union work only but a
representation of freedom of
speech in Hong Kong.” she said.
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By Reggie Rathour

THE controversial Pillar of Shame statue has been removed
from the Chinese University to its temporary home at
ngnm (‘al.l g 5 '
&mctr&hj h bronze sculptu :

}i‘ 'om Sha Tin to its new a odeathngnans

uen Mun campus.

The statue, sculpted by Danish artist Jens Galschiot,
d?eplcmm 50 bodies and anguished faces piled one on top of

e oth
i (E ﬁrst Look centre stage at a candleit -
Park on June 4 to commemorate the dead

il in Victoria
'om the 1989

on the statue.

Pillar of Shame moved to new temporaly home

- ;an at the Umvers!'ty ' g
-Reglonal councils refused to permit its display on 1 public

 PICTUREBY MIKEHO

Tiananmen ﬁuare rackdown. The Hong Kong Alliance
jm Sup&n the Patriotic Democratic Movement in
; : .__:___refqgeforthet‘mmncworiof

after the Urban and

T four months at the- untvemty, it was deaded each
ot‘ Hong Kong’s six other tertiary institutions would host
the statue on a rotatin haswforamqn&hatanme |

Next month it will go on display at the Baptist
Uniwrsny in Kowloon Tong,
Ins that the statue will return to Victoria Park for

the next e4w311.



Clipping supplied by
NEWSCLIP MEDIA

MONITOR SERVICE
{A member of Ketchum-hi Pusblic Relati

75-83 KING'S ROAD,

PRESSE-CLEARING
THE PILLAR OoF
Publication. SHAME

W

DENT STANDARL

Date: _ (HK)
19 NOV 1997
Circulation:
alon: 52,220

1.
BT FLOOR. SUP TOWER, |

NORTH BNINT HAOKIC WANS

The Pillar’s
historical
importance

§y HE controversial
Pillar of Shame
statue was Te-
moved from the

Chinese University to iis
h:mpora% home  at
Lingnan oggﬁe somne days
ago. Itwas good news for its
SUPPOTtETrS.

Actually, a lot of people
thought that it was a pity
and not ethical of the
Provisional Urban and Re-
gional Councilsto refuse to
permit its display on public
property.

Moreover, they gave a
decision on the case with-
out public consultation.
They do not know whether
this decision was right or
wrong. 1 thought that the
Provisional Urban and Re-
gional Councils should be

coricerned about people’s

responses as well as com-
ments for and against the
case. Hence, communi-
cation is very important.
The Pillar of Shame
aroused strong feelings in
people. I think thatitsmain
purpose is so that everyone
will not forget the 1989
‘Tiananmen Square
crackdown. A lot of tertiary
students in China died and
were shot by the police.
What =a shame! The
students were only express-
ing their opinions about
democracy and freedom to
everyone. I really want to
know why the Chinese
leaders made their de-
cision on 4 June without
prudent discussion. They

and freedom of the press.

‘dead

Student Stk

could have carried out
other measures to settle
and reduce the grievances
of students, such as allow-
ing the freedom of speech

That would have been bet-
ter than using violence.

Furthermore, the Pillar
of Shame statue shows
people with
anguished looks who cried
outin pain. We can see into
the minds of the people
who died when we see the
statue and inscriptions.

1t can bring the import-
ant message home to every-
one and the Chinese
leaders. We should always
mediate on, and the poli-
ticians should learn from
the 1989 Tiananmen
Square crackdown. They
should not always have
numerous excuses for
reaching the wrong de-
cision and for having used
military force to deal with
the protesters.

Hence, the Pillar of
Shame is very significant
and educational. It can
indirectly represent the
1989 Tiananmen Square

T e R T e - B

mmmammmmmmm

crackdown and its histori-
cal significance.

We can teach young
people that democracy is
important and encourage
them more and more to
express their views to the
government.

Definitely, I hope that
there is somewhere perma-
nent to put the Pillar of
Shame statue because it
could be damaged if it is
moved too many times.

I do hope that the
Chinese leaders will im-
prove human rights and
stop the violent treatment

University.
of protesters after their trip
to the United States re-
cently, They should also
give everyone in China
more confidence and free-
dom.

Mak Tsui-man (F 6)
Kuun Tong Vocational
Training Cenire

6 soutn nina Morning Post

—

HONG KONG

Shame shard '

Oliver Tsang

The Pillar of Shame arrives .at-%pﬁét University after a month at Lingnan College. The work, by Danish sculptor Jens Galschiot in

memory of 1989's Tiananmen 2

quare massacre,

has to be moved between tertiary institutions because it has no permanent site.
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It’s time to
By Anteine So
CHINESE flags will be fly-

%hhxgb». the sky glittering

fireworks and the fran-
tic stock market silent as
Hong Kong pays uibute to
the mainland with its first
National ~ Day  holiday
tomorrow:

But perhaps the busiest
man in town will be Chief
Exealﬁve Tung Chee-hwa,
who will be running a
16-hour race to attend
seven official celebration
‘events from 7 am to 11 pm.

Mr Tung will attend a
flag raising ceremony at
7am amranged by  the
Home Affairs Bureau out-
side the Convention and
Exhibition Centre in Wan
Chai and hear the dﬂ&&
first rendition ‘
‘Chinese anthem.

It will be followed by
anoﬂmr five other func-

‘tions in Sha Tin, Causeway
Bay zm.d Wan Chai in the

AL mﬁ:ﬂ, Jhe will attend a
ﬁrewu display ai Victoria
‘Harbour which blasts off at
19,45 pm.
| To cope with the
\dicted hpee crowds, hﬂ’k
léervices ’w§ll e enh:mce:d
‘to thmc-nunutn liltﬂﬂ’ﬁls
‘between 7 pm and
1 Represnntauvm of dis
\ricl organisations are ex-
pected fo take advantage of
the two-da hﬂllda 10 Visit
the Peqp Liberation
m on Stone-
cutmrs id and its bar-
im(:ka at Stanley
i dW'}.;ﬂe a sow:s of official
celebrations hy the ern-
‘ment is under way?al:‘io
Kong streets are alre
‘Inokmg festive.

Red Chinese flags have
.heen raised in public hous-
[ing estates and a new light-
‘ing system with a red em-

phasis will illuminate the

tau Link until
8 October.
© But ro—demomcy cam-
gmera like April Fifth
Hong Kong Alliance in
'Suppormf Patriotic Demo-
atic Movements of China
have their plans too, with a
series of protests planned.

A forum will be held by
the alliance in TBIITI Sha
Tsui to review democratic
dcw:hpm:nt in China.

About 20 radical Apnl
Fifth activists will march to
the Convention and Exhi-
bition Centre at 4pm to
coincide with the official
Nanonal Day reception.

] ; the
controversial statune com-
memorating June 4, will
stand erect in the grounds
of the Chinese University
of Hong Kong

probably have been l:ih,”‘ 100

Moving on
The Pillar of Shame statue is dismantled at the University of Hong I'Qang campus,

Students postpone rally

ALISON SMITH

Umverslty activists have postponed
plans for a human rights rally, saying
they need time to muster support from
fellow students,

The Sohdamy Frontfor Campus Free
Speech an action group representing all
seven universities, said there would

15 a

m:u
the pl?::jued campus. “{{?mwa] " ai
consolidating support for equality, free-
dom of speech and humgln rights. 4 d

n Lo Sze-ping, a post-grad-
vate student ar Hong Kong Lmvm

said campuses needed time 1o show nr,h-
1ers the relevance of human rights to their
ives.

Antany Dickson

He hoped f:hg Pillar of Sham statue,
whic its circuit of all s en uni-
%i's;twa vesterday, would be 2 focal
point for sending out the message.

More than 500 people, mostly stu-
dents, gathered and scuffles broke out
with police as the monument fo the June
4 massacre was brought on to the univer-
sity campus in June.

‘Management allowed the seulpture to
stay until this month and it was trans-
ported o the Chinese University Df
Hmng Kong yesterday.

Ky think the pillar has achieved mhls-
torical mission in Hong Kong University
and maybe it istime forit to go to another
place s0 people can organise their activi-
ties around it,” Mr Lo said, ™
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[ writers test the mood on both sides of the border and look to the future

Former colony heads

'To a severe Chinese
bureaucrat, Hong
# Kong must seem a
worrving place. Bei-
f Jing sees its newly
% re-acquired terri-
¥ tory asa hotbed of
~ “kung fu movies,
karacke bars and
: o corrupt business,”

f ~ Says Mr Michael
HONGRDNG Yahuda of the Lon-
don School of Economics.

A degree of suspicion is inevita-
ble for any government taking on a
sophisticated population with a
standard of living 60 fimes higher
than its own. China is worried that
its new subjects may turn out
anruly and pollute its own social
development.

Its natural temptation might
thus be to stifle Hong Kong’s indi-
vidual character. It matters much
to Beijing that Hong Kong is now
seen as an integral part of China
even if its political and economic
system is different. As fo that sys-

tem, one model admired by Mr

Tung Chee‘hwa, the territory's new

chief executive., is the compliant;

orderly and prosperous Singapore:

But Hong Kong's social values
are complex and unique in Asia.
Whether China could bend them

easily to its own is another matter.
Ironieally, the  handover
has reinforced Hong Kong’s own

sense of pride in its own frad-
itions as much as it has stirred

‘Chinese patriotism among its citi-
Zens,

Singapore’s communitarian
democracy with its limits on indi-
vidual rights and political debate
would fit badly into the Hong Kong

‘temmplate. Moreover, Singapore jus-

tifies its tough regime by the need

to build a sense of nationhood, and

Hong Kong is not a country.

Equally bad models are the cor-
rupt democracies of South Korea
and Taiwan. Hong Kong people
have less experience of democracy
than these other regimes, but they
have longer experience of the appli-
cation of democratic values to gov-
ernment, particularly where the
law is concerned. They expect high
standards.

Hong Kong has one of Asia’s
highest standards of living and a

large middle class. Its population
has always been transient, but

sirice 1991 more than half its people
were born in Hong Kong itself.
Young people identify strongly
with the territory even though
they also feel Chinese.

Since Britain felt secure in its
role as colonial master, it permit-
ted more freedom of speech than
some’ of Asia's authoritarian
regimes. Successive governors

maintaine¢ a rule of law and, in

the last two decades at least, did
much to stamp out corruption.
They fostered a competent civil
gervice with a tradition of vigorous
and open pohcy debate. Unlike in

China, decisions in Hong Kong are
simply not handed down from on
high. Still, Hong Kong has diffi-
culty dravﬁng up all these forma-
tive forces into a cohesive sense of
its own identity.

According to Ms Elizabeth Sinn,
history professor at Hong Kong
University, there is a large differ-

People feel both
proud to be from
Hong Kong and
proud of their
Chinese heritage,
even if they do not
always support the
Communist party

ence between older people who
were born in China and the baby
boomers, born in Hong Kong, who
grew up during the 30 years after
the 1949 Chinese communist revo-
Iution when there was almost no
contact with the mainland..

With the opening up of China
since Deng Xiaoping’s reforms,
contacts have resumed. People feel
both proud to be from Hong Kong
and proud of their Chinese heri-
tage, even if they do not always
support the Communist party.
“Reunification really began in the

late 1970s when people went back
to China to set up factories, mar-
ried women there, and a lot of old
people went back to die in ‘their
villages,” says Ms Sinn.

Research by Mr Michael de
Golver of the Baptist University
points up other differences within
Hong Kong. Perhaps because they
are better educated — free second-
ary school education only started
in Hong Kong in 1978 - young
people are more outspoken than
their elders. The conservative bias
of Mr Tung's circle of advisers does
not take this into account, he says.
Failure to consult could be a
source of tension.

Hong Kong's remarkable passion:

for newspapers belies the received
wisdom that the territory is indif-
ferent to politics. Here again, dif-
ferences in background may mat-
ter. Ms Elsie Tu, the British
mlssmnary who has waged ‘Theroie
battles in defence of Hong Kong's

into the unknown

demaeracy reforms. But the public
outery that followed the announce-
‘ment of curbs on civil liberties
shows a limit to that tolerance.

An abhorrence of corruption
unites almost everyone, “If you
don’t deal with corruption, vou will
have the same problems as we had
in the 1960s when we had riots,”
says Ms Tu.

But many young people are ¢yni-
cal about the prospects for the lon-
ger run. Mr Patrick Wong, presi-
dent of the Hong Kong University
Students’ Union, doubts whether
China will ever allow a fully
elected local legislature or a popu-
lar vote for the position of chief
executive. “1 guess freedom of
expression will gradually decrease
over the years.”

For the time being, though, Mr
Wong and others of his generation
will continue to want their say.
Proudly displayed on the terrace
outside the students’ union is the

poor since the 1950s, says local _“Pillar of Shame” sculpture by the

people mostly want improved
social conditions with better hous-
ing, pensions and job security.
They are not interested in political
freedom.

Yet the middle-class readers who
devour Hong Kong's 50 separate
newspapers display a keen interest
in the world around them. By and
large, they have shown realism in
‘accepting China’s decision to abol-
ish the legislature elected under

former governor Chris Patten's

Danish artist Jens Galschiot
which commemorates those who
died in the Tiananmen Sguare mas-
sacre.

The sculpture is in a public
piace, though its position inside
the. campus obscures it from public
view. It is an uneasy compromise,
bul one of a sort Hong Kong will
Thave talearn to live with for a long
time to come:

Peter Montagnon
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Sparks fly
in Legco
over pillar

By Maureen Pao

LEGISLATORS Seli
ina
Chow Liang Shuk-yee and
Albert  Chan Wai-yip
goash:::clil in a Legislative
un 1
cenday, Pane. meeting yes-
Mr Cban called Mrs
Chow “irresponsible”’
when she said she was not
Egreu access o information
Onl an inquiry into (he
ha.ndhng of the pj
Shame issue, dor =
The row broke out dur-
ing a discussion of Chief
Secretary Anson  Chan
Fang On-sang’s reply to a
Broadcast, Culture’ and
Sport Panel letter regard-
ing the Urban Council's
decision not to allow the

exhibiti
55 tdon of the Pillay of

nie.
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Dangerous

I refer to the picture on page six
of the South China Morning
Post, on June 17:

Pertaps the “*Pillar of
Shame” statue should be re-
dedicated to the very many
people who are killed and seri-
ously m]ured each year while
working in similar appalling
safety conditions as those
shown erecting the statue..

When will they ever learn?

ANTHONY HILL
Kowloon
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Carving a niche

Victoria
Finlay

The Arts

HERE were two artis-
tic installations in
Victoria Park during
the June4 vigil. One. a
sculptured pillar of
human hell created by Dane Jens
Galschiot was dramatically lit
and in full view of the vigil, its
cause about to be championed by
Hong Kong University students
in acampusscuffle. The other, the

product of 10 local artists and
sponsorship by the Arts Develop-
ment Council, was crammed with
more action-art statements than
its Danish counterpart — ancestral
graves, No Entry signs, windmills
symbolising political
manoeuvrings — and was hardly
visible to the crowd, hardly no-
ticed by the press. and dismantled
that night by its creators.

This in part encapsulates the
plight of young Hong Kong artists
in 1997. They are there, they are
making their statements, they
even get government money to do
so. But they struggle for attention.
and often do not get it.

These continuing struggles are
old Hong Kong news in a way: a

Sculptor Wong Shun-kit, with his contribution to the June 4 Young Artists’ Association sculpture, is determined to continue expressing himself through
litics in his painting but says the decision to do so can be regarded as political.

art; and (at top) Yan Kwai, with one of his abstract acrylics, eschews po

century ago local Chinese artists
were striving, often in vain, for re-
cognition in a market that tended
to favour European styles; today it
is mainland styles that seem to at-
tract the big buyers and the presti-
gious galleries.

But the real concern among so
many artists in Hong Kong has
nothing to do with attention and
competition and jostling for spon-
sorship: there is ageneral optimis-
tic conviction that the best art will
eventually be noticed.

The real concern is that next
year, and in the years after that,
neither the Danish Pillar of
Shame nor the 10 political mnstal-
[afions from the Young Artists’
Association, may be allowed in
Victoria Park at all.

Ask almost any contemporary
artist in Hong Kong about his or
her worries, and the answer will
probably be that the artistic free-
dom that may come from Hong
Kong’s renewed sense of identity
risks being overshadowed by the
loss of freedom that comes from
censorship or, more insidiously,
from self-censorship.

“Maybe next year will be diffi-
cult,” acknowledged Wong Shun-
kit, founder of Hong Kong’s
Young Artists Association, which
is one of the prominent visual arts
groups making political commen-
taries and which took part in the
Victoria Park installation.

Whereas Zuni Icosahedron
makes the performance arts state-
ments and Zunzi does the car-
toons, Wong and friends can usu-
ally be relied on for visual
installations.

“Maybe the answers we will get
from the authorities will all be
‘no’. But this [handover] is all
about change, and we will keep on
expressing ourselves,” he prom-
ised, standing beside his design
for Victoria Park, a huge No Entry
sign studded with branches.

T WL Do W oL T TG Tol Tiftwy.
hey stayed and he expanded his
artistic repertoire from ink paint-

== =T

tly. The sense of the whole piece is
more immediate: it does not, like
a film or play, take an hour or
three to unravel its message. The
idea of using a red pen with a
painting is more likely to come
from the artist — as parody — than
from the censor.

“[Censorship] can be as simple
as not getting funding, or [a mat-
ter] of who will show your work,”
said Oscar Ho, an artist who
heads the visual arts section of the
Arts Centre, a vigorous opponent
of censorship.

The Arts Centre is in a particu-
larly good position to set its own
standards because it does not rely
on government money for its run-
ning costs, being partly financed
by the rental on its 15-floor Wan
Chai building.

Some private galleries are
more likely to practise self-cen-
sorship than to invite any govern-
ment prohibition. Naturally, no
gallery owners will admit this pos-
sibility on the record.

“But we have to do business
here,” said one pragmatically.

Another exhibitor was recently
involved in a muddle about the
subject of the show she was pro-
moting. “No, it's definitely not
about human rights,” she told the
reporter, who was looking for a
positive or relevant angle to the
story.

“Who told you the paintings
are about human rights?” she
asked anxiously, unaware this had
been the message from the public
relations company.

It can sometimes be hard, or
irrelevant, to make satisfying po-
litical statements if you are one of
the many visual artists more in-
terested in the detail rather than

the “*big picture” when it comes to.

social organisation.

For example, for the welcome
reopening late last month of
Para/site — the alternative space
i‘tnnr rm:‘nrg;fig&q‘iurwml%:
leading installation artists and a
lt?cture_r at the Swire School of De-

a Artistic recognition isn’t
easy on home territory

ourselves with th 4 the Ch

ministration, nor wit :
n;;-‘ E.(‘}vﬂwe:mmernt. We grewlupb
an atmosphere of not realdy b
longing, and the art that em
oped here did not I;EHS(':E a str
ational identity at al-

natx’ﬂilglgggedythat he prol?at
had more of a sense of Chmr?
culture than some others be,cat'
he had been born OR the ma:
langie has been a busy particips
in some of the many -sumg
shows for the handoVver, mclué/
Hanart Gallery’s D18 *sl'u:uwé

and group exhibitions at Bap
University and elsewhere. B

His 1997 series 13 calle

Dream, featuring abstrictugi
scrapers in Victora Parb. :
message is about dreams, ecl.c
in Hong Kong we are doinga

dreaming now: W€
tions, and wcgre u::;

e ' he said-

ha;ifl)?:::g;k, like his view of
future, was neither tqtgll_y n
tive nor totally -pOSith e, !
Wong. Like Lucia Cheung,

other major Han art-Gallery

55 R e traditiopalt
ist, Wong mix ubjects

i i s
niques with modern st
usually paints mounéamtﬁzi
views, quite unrelate! "Ltomat
filled landscapes of nte
politics. .

“] wanted to show ¥ f;%&
... howwe all have hopes fo
ter times. . - - )

Yan Kwai (the artist fori

known as Yanlk Wong) isomt

: jent who ol
minent local t2%€% - o0 Che

do nothing specia g o
over or, indeed. at ahy -
summer, “My nexts ow

1 11 just keep
endoftheyear, * caid Yan

ing until then.’ . :
:21%0 is kntown for hlsl bngi
stract acrylics as w_el asa
other skills. which 1nc_.1u e
of screenwriter (credits 11
Jacob Cheung’™s Caggmgri
director (on AT Hui’s

J e uf-v-;dn-:-m'.gz{:
not be political. he said, i
erything is about politics
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to do in Shanghai — to sculpture

and multimedia expressions of

his ideas. “Hong Kong was so free
after China. 1 really hope we keep
this, [freedom], because it’s the
most important thing,” he said.

SIEILL, ClIIOSC U COIILInue v mnidin
theme of his work — nostalgia and
memory — instead of embarking
on something more obviously
topical.

It was through the old rose
wallpaper patterns, the kitchen

Brushing up image

HOU GUIHTE WOLK 0das
is a. political decisio

Hong Kong's i
prominence this y
good for younger ai
ceded: “There are sc
happening every sec

Mainland-born artist VWucius Wong believes local art does not reflect any national ident

Artistic censorship is nothing
new to Hong Kong.

For years the colonial adminis-
trators exercised censorship in the
arts; more recently the job has
been done by the Urban and Re-
gional Councils - patrons of much

sday’s art.

After the Obscene Articles Tri-

1al last year vetoed Dame Elis-

zth Frink’s New Man sculpture
and by their definition of inde-
mcey also damned Michelang-
i0’s David — the Urban Council
ollowed suit.

Not to be outdone, the council-
lors labelled ““indecent’” am art
talk showing a picture of Edouard
Manet's Le Dejeuner sur I'Herbe.

With its nude woman sitting
down for a picnic with clothed
men in top hats, it was a spicy
enough painting a century ago,
but today there is more spice to be
found on a wall of the Foreign
Correspondents’ Club.

With exceptions. censorship in
the visual arts is sometimes more
difficult to pin down than in the
performance arts.

In theatrealineof dialogue can
be cut here, a verbal nuance
changed there, and the message
can be watered down, possibly
without the audience noticing.

But with a picture or physical
artwork it is harder to censor sub-

items, the bamboo memories of
old Sheung Wan (where he grew
up) that Tsang managed to ex-
press a sense of wanting to cling to
the past and an unwillingness of
Hong Kong residents to confront
the future.

His fellow artist, Chan Kai-
win, who works as a freelance il-
lustrator, was more overtly and
symbolically ““1997-aware’: his
Para/site work included a ceiling
painting strongly reminiscent of
Tibetan Buddhist iconography,
dotted with clocks and most easily
seen through fractured mirrorson
the floor.

In some ways the new political
situation may benefit the visual
arts in Hong Kong — and not just
the more patriotic artists such as
sculptor Van Lau.

There could be a new sense of
being part of a larger land with
5,000 years of art history rather
than sitting on the edge of arather
crumbled empire where money
might sometimes have been said
to replace culture as well as to pay
forit, and where attending an aca-
demy of visual arts involved going
abroad.

“I have always thought that
Chinese artists in Hong Konglack
a strong identity,” said older-gen-
eration artist Wucius Wong,.

“We didn’t tend to identify
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55.000 personas evocan la matanza

| HOHgKOng ecuerda por

altima vez Tiananmen
antes del retorno a China

V. BRUNSCHWIG, Hu_ng Kong
(Fue el miedo a perderse “Ja Glti-
ma vez" o el deseo de retar al futu-
ro.duefio del-lugar a tan sélo 27
dias de la retrocesion de Hong
Kong a China? Jovenes, ancianos,
padres e hijos se congregaron ayer
para conmemorar’ el octavo ani-
-versario de le matanza de Tianan-
men, el aplastamiento de la revuel-
ta estudiantil que en la noche del 4
de junio de 1989 causé una cifra
elevada, aunque nunca determina-
da, de muertos, Segin los organi-
zadores, 55.000 personas se ren-
nieron en medio de la calurosa y
hiimeda noche —una cifra supe-
rior a los entre 30.000 y 40.000 que
asistieron en afios precedentes—
sin importarles-la amenaza de Ilu-
via que durante la mafiana habia
inundado la ciudad. Presentes es-
taban miembros del Consejo Le-
gislativo, el Parlamento de Hong
Kong elegido en parte.democriti- -
camente, que quedaré disuelto por
decision de Pekin el proximo 30 de
junio para ser reemplazado por un
drgano-compuesto por personali-
dades nombradas por el poder
central. El parque Victoria se en-
contraba abarrotado, .iluminado
eon milés de candelas, simbolo de.
las lagrimas vertidas hace ocho
afios. En medio de la multitud, “la-

columna de la vergiienza”, el pilar

de ochio metros.que evoca la ma-

PRESSE-CLEARING

Glient: THE PILLAR
OF SHAME

tanza de Tiananmen, obra del es-
cultor danés Jens Galschiot.
“Esta noche la candela brilla en
el parque Victoria para siempre y
nuestra fe permanece”, grité
Cheung Man Kwong, ¢l jefe de la
Alianza para el Apoyo del Movi-

‘miento Democrata 'y Patriota en
China.-"Algunos  prétéritlen qlig—

ésta sea la tltima vigilia en favor
del. movimiento democrético en

China, [pero] queridos compatrio-

tas, eso es falso. Incluso si nuestro
movimiento esilegalizado después
del préoximo 30 de junio, continua-
remos luchando cada 4'de junio.
No habra democracia en Hong
Kong sin una China democrati-
ca”, sentencid Cheung, ‘
Este: llamamiento a mantener
viva el récuerdo choca con las pa-
labras que dos dids antes pronun-
cioel futiro jefe.del Ejecutivo de
Hong Kong, Tung Chee Hwa, ele-
gido con el visto bueno de Pekin.
Tung exhortd a.los hongkoneses a
“dejar al'margen” la memoria de
Tiananmen y a concentrarse en la
reunificacién con China a través
de una “transicion en calma”, -
[En Pekin el aniversario trans-

currid sin incidentes,. informa -

Reuter. La policia autorizo a que.
familiares de las victimas de Tia-
nanmen levaran flores y alimén-
tos a las tumbas de sus parientes
en. los cementerios de la ciudad.]
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HONG KONG (AP) — In a chal-
lenge to upcoming Chinese rule,
Hong Kong activists said Thurs-
day they will erect a 26-foot stat-
ue to commemorate victims of
China’s 1989 crackdown on pro-
democracy demonstrators,

The Pillar of Shame will be
unveiled at a candlelight vigil on
June 4, the anniversary of Chi-
na’s crushing of demonstrations
at Beijing’s Tiananmen Square
and in other Chinese cities, the
activists said. The three-story-

-

NORTH POINT, HONG KONG.

World watches uncertain future

CHRIS YEUNG

Commemorative envelopes bear-
ing the frank “June 4th, 1997 were
sold at $50 each. A replica of the
Goddess of Democracy cost $100.

“Probably the last time you can
buy them,” said a hawker.

Next to the alliance activists
were members of pro-democracy
groups, labour unions and students’
organisations handing out pam-
phlets, selling copies of their publi-
cations — or seeking donations to
keep their campaign going.

Nobody seemed (o know wheth-
er they would be allowed to gather

again next year to mark the ninth
anniversary of Tiananmen, ‘
As a result, many were putting
the vigil on permanent record,
Some were taking pictures orvideos
with one hand, while holding me-
morial candles in the other.

- The feeling of uncertainty aside,
the mood of the crowd and the scene
at the park was little different to the
previous seven memorials.

The only visible change was the
FPillar of Shame ¢rected in the cen-

tre of the football pitches, next to a
replica of the Memorial Monument
of the People’s Heroes in Tianan-
men Square,

The sculpture was such a centre
of attraction that organisers had to

repeatedly ask participants not to

linger around it.

Similarly, Hong Kong has
emerged as a magnet for the inter-
national media as the handover ap-
proaches — weaving through the

crowd last night were several teams

of cameramen from overseas news
hetworks,

Another change saw alliance ac-
tivists preparing English transla-
tions of their manifesto and memo-
rial speeches.

For the first time, the world
could watch and listen.

[ 'ﬁm;ymnen Square memorial to be built

high bronze statue by Danish
sculptor Jens Galschiot depicts
50 painfully twisted human bod-
ies, said the Hong Kong Alliance
in Support of Patriotic Demo-
cratic Movements in China.

Chinese Foreign Minister
Qian Qichen has said Hong Kong
activists should not hold their
annual rally commemorating the
1989 crackdown after the colony
reverts to Chinese rule. But the
alliance has vowed to continue
the June 4 events.
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Students
fight for
freedom
of speech

GENEVIEVE KU

University students alleging polit-
ical censorship yesterday formed
an action group to defend freedom
of speech on campuses.

Students from seven universi-
ties launched the Solidarity Front
for Campus Free Speech at Uni-
versity of Hong Kong's Haking
Wong podium.

Spokesman Lo Sze-ping said
universities had restricted free-
dom of expression in the lead-up
to the handover.

The row over whether the Pil-
lar of Shame June 4 sculpture
‘could be erected at the University
of Hong Kong had increased their
determination to become organ-
ised, he said,

Yesterday, when a television
station tried to interview students
inside the Haking Wong building,
security guards stopped the crew
from filming,

“A change of political positions
among university administrations
has highlighted their control over
freedom of speech on campus,”
Mr Lo, 4 University of Science
and Technology student, said. “It
doesn'’t necessarily mean things
will get worse in the future. But we
are worried.

“These are not individual
events. We came together after ex-
periencing different forms of po-
litical censorship on campuses.”

The ant’smamf‘estq listed al-
legations of censorship in the past
vear, including rejections of hu-
man rights events and the erasure
of June 4 commemorative paint-
ings.

Mr Lo said the group would in-
volve students from various uni-
versities and planned a big rally
after term began in September.

A spokesman for the Universi-
ty of Hong Kong's External Affairs
Department yesterday said they
were not aware of the group’s for-
mm,lon and could not comment.on
its manifesto.

Management initially refused
toallow the Pillar of Shame at the
‘university, citing safety concerns,
then agreed the sculpture could be
displaygd until Sept&mber
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; Danish sculptor Jens Galscmm. right, supervises the Tl ofhla -

mtlm ln Hong Kang's Victoria Park that memorializes victims of the Tianamen massacre.

In Hong Kong, doubtful art
Avant-garde captures uncertainty of future

By Mimi Pei-Yee Lok
'USA TODAY

HONG KONG — Hung Kcmg’s
avantgarde artists are
capture the doubt nnd drift
see in their community on the eve

its historic return to China.

The territory’s “installation” art-
ists are using red paint, bamboo
bird cages, calendar pages, fags
and other symbolic materials 1o
convey the deep ambivalence they
sense about rejoining China.

Several art exhibits will iake
place as part of festivities marking
the transfer of power from Britain
to China on midnight June 30.

But most are apolitical displays
by mainstream artists that cele-
brate the vibrancy and grandeur of
Hong Kong,

Meanwhile, a tiny band of un-
conventional mixed-media artists
is determined to express some-
thing else: the powerlessness and
blurred identity they see among
Hong Kong people as British colo-
nial authority is replaced by com:
munist Chinese rule.

“Hung Kong people feel a kind

of awareness — and some resent-
ment —

cided for them,” says David Clark,
art history lecturer at the Universi-
ty of Hong Kong.

Shanghai-born artist Wong Slimn-
red

kit says the handover has i
artists “to qumﬂon their lden
orlack of i their ti

that their fulure was de-

COVER STORY

graph shows cande lit in mamary

motlwrland i)
s “Floating Identity” is &
1} htwelght sculpture of Hong
s geographic territory left to
drift in a large swimming pool.

“No artist can choose not io face
up to the ch.mF in our society,”
says artist To Wun.

He displayed a piece with or-

ange grave markers during Hong
Kong's recent comme

of the anniversary of the 1989 Tlun-

anmen Square massacre in Beijing.

Some local artists were alarmed

the treatment received by a

' sculptor who donated a 26-

foot bronze to the pro-demoacracy

. The sculptor had difficulty

ng government permission to

play his Pillar of Shame, adepic-
tion of the victims killed by
Chinese troops in 1989, Local pro-
democracy groups have had trou-
bie finding a home for it ever since

|  the June 4 cerem

“Censorship is sﬂmethmg I'm
very won'led about after the han-
dover,” says artist Oscar Ho. “Just
look at the Piller of Sharne. That's
the first incident so rnrofvafryob-
vious political censorship.”

Ho, who also is curator at the in-
depandan: Hong Kong Arts Centre,

by imperial
Chinam phs that highlight
the problems of life in today’s

m' * Hong Kong.

To has done much the same in
his installation piece, Charige. He
uses two facing chairs to represent

Eumthﬁhadt'otoneﬂma

pigtail symbo! imperial China.
l’*rtn‘utlmc:thlgx?u8 es a swal-

low's tail, symboli ic of the topcoats
once worn by British men,

Please see COVER STORY,
" next paaa >

pure mofjeys st Suoy SuoH W k2

-mod jo 28ueyo a1 £q

i
pal_l_ i
e 9y} JO yonw sAes

arede aasseul sBuoy Suog  -qns Aremonged jou sJ)

shes
1 o] jO seuyuoo [eoiSojoyy  SY1 JoaD e Jured P

e
V@ Wouy ponupue)

-fsd pure feowsAnd oy wesaidel 39T, JO SPMINE Ue SABL,

‘91818 0) S38L0 Il 0OqUreq JO SUIZOP
AHOLS H3A0D

PAMAIAUSIQSEY  pasn Se oum ‘Buno¥-lu) wmy
Aped  Jo YoM 913 S| JRUIP ST

gup ‘fles St Buol SuoH W  ISFINUFLIOY JOLEIS S S0UIg

sSunured
~Eidoin soresspus|

u,, U] 90US)SIXS 3]BIadsap

J1et] 20JOJuisd pUe SI3pES] S) PUE DOSY, S} — SHOO[q JUSTl
pure Aued ayy KpIofd 03 JuBSUI

jo doap¥oeq & ISUfESe JoAOp 248 SISHIOM DPIUMILISSp pue
-3J) SBA} ISTLIE [200] MOID|-[loM 118 ‘gGT Ul BUTL) U] 3fnl

diysI0sus0 pue.  -Uey oY)

aunssasd aoe] 07 Aoyiun 208 -[) JO UOHS{SISUOS B SMOUS

sysTre Suod Suog shes Suom

JTgeres axouwi oy s.8uoy Suoy sdes YIe()

JE SI0M Fugesdd SNUNUOY  JEU} JO SlUOS USIq e AL

0} A[2¥]] aJE SISTIR apIRE-jueae

® 3q 0} PUI Uf 3 58Y 3

'Bmlnmaqﬁm

@
£
%
&
=
=
=
=
S
3



PRESSE~CLEAR ING

Client:

THE PILLAR OF

Publica%on: E

SOUTH CHINZ

MORNING POST (HK)

Date: 7 JuL 1997

Cireulation: ] 05 » 458

Clipping supplied by
NEWSCLIP MEDIA

~_ MONITOR SERVICE
(A member of Ketchum-New:

75-83 KING'S ROAD,

1 scan Pubdic Relations Lid.)
18TH FLOOR, SUP TOWER,

NORTH POINT, HON G KONG.

TEL.: (852) 2566 1311
FAX.: (852) 2510 8199

Bid to leave tripod
in park permanently

ANGELA LI

The world's heaviest Chinese
ripod may be placed on per-
nanent display in Viectoria
*ark, it emerged last ni ght.
The Association for All
iectors on Hong Kong Island
or the Celebration of the
landover wants to give the
ve-tonne tripod to the Uirban
‘ouncil if it goes on perma-
ent display. It wason display
t the park vesterday,
Chiang Yu-tui, the assoc-
tion’s deputy secretary—-gen-
al, said: *The tripod will be
ored at the China Mer-
lants warehouse for the time
ing.”
Earlier, the tripod had to
repaired afterone of its legs
apped while being loaded
toalorry in Kennedy Town.
The Alliance in Suppo rt of
e Patriotic Democratic
lina wanted to put the sculp-
‘e Piilar of Shame, which
mmemorates the Tianan-

men crackdown, on display in
the park for three months.
But the council refused
permission for the Danish-
made sculpture to be dis-
played through the summer.
Mr Chiang said: *We feel
that they carry totally differ-
ent meanings. Thistripodisto

celebrate the unification of

Hong Kong to China.

“For the Pillar of Shame,
it seemed to be with no logic at
all as it is made by a foreigner
for Chinese people,”

Alliance member Cheung
Man-kwong said politics
should not compromise an
artwork’s chances of display.

“I expected Hong Kong to
be a pluralistic and free city
which can accommodate the
Chinese tripod fo celebrate
the handover ‘as well as the
Pillar of Shame.

“As an international city
with a cultural mix, there

should be no boundary for
arts.”
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Sculpture backed by university chiefs

QUINTON CHAN

‘Three university heads last night

said the controversial Pillar of
_Shame sculpture, commemorating

‘the Tiananmen Square. massacre,
could stand on their campuses if
students overcame technical diffi-
culties.

Although they raised concern on
safety and security matters, the
principalssaid students were free to
express their opinions. _

Speaking at 4 forum organised
by the Better Hong Kong Founda-

tion. the university chiefs revealed
that meetings had been held be-
tween universities and student
unions on whether to allow the
sculpture.

Professor Chang Hsin-kang of

City University said: I am quite

happy to have this sculpture moy-
ing in." Hong Kong Polytechnic
University president Poon Chung-
kwong said there were technical
problems, such as the risk of the
work’s collapse in high winds.

_ Professor Woo Chia-wei of the
University of Science and Techno-

logy said he feared that if the sculp-
ture was allowed on campus, there
could be problems accommodating
other large works.

All the heads questioned wheth-
er the sculpture’s arrival had been
timed to coincide with the hand-
over to gain exposure in the foreign
media. '

The sculpture is at Hong Kong
University until September.

The statue was erected at the
university this month after scuffles
and protests between studenls and
police and security guards.
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Législator Tsang Kinshing, left, supervises the erection of the  Pillar
of Shame, a bronze statue by Danish sculptor Jens Galschiot, to
mark the-ﬁ\ilitary crackdown of a pro-democracy student movement !
in Beijing June 1989 at Hong Kong’s Victoria Park on Tuesday. (AP
Photo) - A
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A place
for our
memories

In a city that scarcely has time, or a place, to
pause, David Clarke wonders how our
efforts to put aside the past affect the future
———————

n recent years there has

been a fair bit of discussion

in Hong Kong about the

paueity of public space.
Those spaces that do exist tend
to be commercially owned (and
privately policed) spaces forbuy-
ing things or rushing through:
thcl:re are few places for staying
still,

Instead of forums - public
spaces for gathering and talking -
we have shopping malls and wﬁk-
ways,

The former may be a rather for-
lorn attempt by people without
any private social space of their
Own 1o re-create a slice of their
home country in less-than-ideal
circumstances, the latter a rather
more successful and focused at-
tempt at imagining & forum into at
least temporary existence.

What the demonstrators are
doingis making Victoria Park into
an imaginary Tiananmen Square.

Although the presence of the
Pillar'ofShame at the most recent

The spectacle of domestic help:
ers trying to find a forum-like ven-
ue for themselves every Sunday in
places designed only for transit
makes clear how inhospitable the
public landseape of our city is to
conviviality. ‘
 Many artists, too - because
they wish to communicate with
more people than simply those
‘who ¢hoose to go to museums —
bemoan the shortage of public
sites for their work. ;

The impossibility of gaining

permission to place the Pillar of

Shante i a public park is an im-
portant recent example of how art
has been excluded from public
spaces. _

There seemed to be official re-
sistance to letting 4 park become a
place fo allow discussion on mat-
ters of public concern.

You might even say that art
tendsto be allowed to be displayed
in Hong Kong public spaces aver
the long term only if it has a pri-
vate — and uncontentious — mean-
mg,

The Sunday occupation of
Central by Filipinas has a parallel
in the annual occupation of Vie-
toria Park on June 4 by demon-
strators wishing to commemorate
the brutal suppression of the 1989
Beljing democracy movement.

June 4 demonstration received a
great deal of attention, that partie-
ular sculpture has only a
generalised (and even that a cli-
ched) statement (o make about
suffering, W g

Far more significant was the
placement in Victoria Park, on the
occasion of this vigil, of a replica
of the Monument to the People’s
Heroes.

This, more than any item
brought there for the demonstra-
tion, turned Victoria Park into an-
other Tiananmen Square.

The demonstration at such 4
time becomes not just a commem-
oration of the rallies held in that
Beijing public space — and of their
suppression — but amounts, in a
Sense, 10 an imaginary recreation
or continuation of them.

By holding candles aloft, the
participants are mimicking the
gesture of the Beijing Goddess of
Democracy, and thereby embody-
ing her.

In a generic Hong Kong pub-
lic space, through a pawerful act
of empathy with the students af
Tiananmen Square, it becomes

possible to breathe new life into

something thwarted on that site,

The Beijing democracy moye-
ment becomes a Hong Kong de-
mocracy movement, and the very

. BRIPasAsinnnen muspsnnasapuss

physical identification Hong
Kong people made with the Bei-
Jing demonstrators in 1989 (“It's
our blood,” people would say to

‘me) is given away of perpetuating

itself. .

Hong Kong public spaces (ex-
cept for a few colonial structures
preserved in a rather antiseptic
way) do not prompt strong histori-
cal associations, 5o this temporary
ereation of a site for remembering
events that happened elsewhere is
very unusual,

- Tiananmen Square is exactly
what Hong Kong public space is
not: a site designed to provoke a
sense of the past, and in
memorialising events that took
place there the demonstrators are
remembering a place deliberately
saturated with memory for ideo-
logical purposes.

The Mao Memorial Hall and
Monument to the People’s Heroes
are the ways officialdom prompts
public memory, designed as they

- are to inculeate communist ideol-

ORY. |

Less according to plan, the
monument became associated
with protests against the rule of
the Gang of Four when its official
memorial connotations were hi-
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Squaring off
-« . above, in
Tiananmean
Square,
crowds
cheerad the
‘return’ of
Hong Kong.
Left, 26 days
earlier,
Victoria
Park
became an
emblem of

o

jacked by peaple who placed
wreaths there in 1976 on the death
of Zhou Enlai (/8 #.2).

This event, which helped trig-
ger the end of the Cultural Revolu-
tion, was consciously recalled by
those who placed a memorial por-
trait of Hu Yaobang (MMl#%) on
the Monument in April 1989,

The wreaths that surrounded
the replica of the Monument in
Victoria Park last month recalled
the 1989 deaths, constituting a
fourth layer of memorial associa-
tions but one that in all of China
can be kept publicly alive only in
Hong Kong. ‘

The communist ideology that
Tiananmen Square was intended
to celebrate after that site was re-
designed isnowno longer of active
appeal 10 most people in China.
Furthermore, the events of 1989
have made the idea of memories

uare problematic for the
ration, What was a sup-
ort for state ideology now poses a
danger to it. So the authorities
have tried to turn a space created
for a communist remembrance of
the past into a space for a national-
ist anticipation of the future,
I'feel the Hong Kong count-
down clock that was placed there
signalled this shift from remen-

brance to forgetting the past.

The square was to be dominat-
ed by happy thoughts of national
reunification.

The “return” of Hong Kong
was to be the jovous event to ce-
ment national unity, celebrated by
happy and carefully picked
crowdsin the square itself, so eras-
ing its vexed recent history.

- Paradoxically, while identifi-
cation with Hong Kong in Tianan-
men Square was being used to
propagate nationalistic feeling in
China, in Hong Kong itself an
identification with Tiananmen
Square was helping to create a
sense of Hong Kong’s autonomy,
and being used to express fears
about its post-handover fate.

A place for memory was learn-
ing to forget; while a place with no
past associations of its own was
being used as a site of remem-
brance,

David Clarke eaches in the
Department of Fine Arts at the
University of Hong Kong
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Avrlnan looks at part of a dismanﬂed sculpmre. nﬂed,gmgr_qf, _
‘Shame, at Hong Kong University on Saturday. The a&fooi-pr%\él
statue honors pro-democracy demonstrators slain in China in Bei-

chiot, depicts 50 painfully twisted bodies. (AP photo)

jing's Tiananmen Square in 1989. Students won a battle to erect it L4 ¢ d\ i bl | - o photo
on campus after college authorities initially tried to block the truck THE PILLAR OF SHAME DISMANTLED — A man looks at part of a dismantied sculpture, titied
carrying it. The Pillar of Shame, by Danish sculptor Jens Gals- Pillar of Shame, at Hong Kong Unlversity, Saturday. The 8-meter (26-foot) high statue honors

gro-demucr-aey demonstrators slain in China when the army shot its way into Beijing's
iananmen Square in June 1989, Students won a battle to erect it on campus after col,l%g‘:
authorities initially tried to block the truck carrying it entering the campus early Thursday.
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— Piliar of Shame, by Danish sculptor Jens Galschiot, depicts 50 painfully twisted bodies.
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Pillar of Shame
\ ran looks at the dismantled sculpture called Pik
ﬁanm n)a\‘nﬁha'me Saturday in Hong Kong. The 26-foot
“statue. which depicts 50 painfully twisted bpdia‘ﬁ,
honors the pro-democracy demonstrators slain at T
ananmen Square in Beijing, China, in June, 1989,

‘ erect th ‘ Hong Kong
\ts battled to erect the statue gt ng
3;‘{3:psﬁty after college authroties initially trle.du?
block the truck carrying it from entering the camp 5.
Hong Kong is set to be turned over to Chinese 2

thority July 1. i




tudenits “sef for face-off in“-

attle to erect Pillar of Shame

inoch Wong

>RY University of Hong
ig students have
iched an assault on
ege heads after the con-
ersial Pillar of Shame
¢ was banned fom
tg erecied on campus.
| a showdown with uni-
ity wce-chancellor
n Yiuch today
entleaders will tell him
statue must go up-
v'\’e are not going to
proval from him on
l‘!‘ect We totally have
L to erect the Pillar
bame anywhere inside
campus,”” HKU Stu-
: Union vice-president
la Wong ui-hung

inish  sculptor Jens
chiot’s creation lies in

sections in the college
grounds after it was taken
there s!i?; students from
Wednesday night's candle-
lit Tiananmen vigil in
Victoria Park.

College heads refused to

let students stand the two-

lonne copper work of art
on the campus’ podium
because they said it was too
heavy for the building to
support.

But students will chal-
lenge Professor Chen to
give them strong enough
safety reasons for the ban,

They insist they have the
right to put it there as the
podium is “owned” by
their union.

The eightmetre high
gture, inspired by
198 Beijing crackdown,
was the focus of clashes

with police and college
guards as students tried to
get it on campus.

After three hours police
let the lorry carrying it
throu%h the college gates.

Rupert Chan
Kwan-yan, director of its
external affairs office, de-
nied there were political
considerations behind the
refusal.

“Our university is politi-
cally neutral. We tolerate
all strands of opinion.

“But our primary con-
cern is safety as the pillar is
1,800 kilograms and it may
be too heavy for the po-
dium,”" he said.

Regional and Urban-

Councils have already ref-
used to allow it to be puton
public display.

H Move reports: Page 3

Galning entry: mmmmmmmhammmmhm“

to the campus. wmmmmnmmmum
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Jiang to miss democracy
march, noisy protesters

By Philip Ho and
Neville de Siiva

CHINESE, President [Jiang
Zemin will be saved from
embarrassment when he
visits. Hong Kong for the
‘handover ceremony on
30 June.

Chances are he will not

Mr Jiang will also auend
the ceremony inaugurating
the Hong Kong Special
Administrative ]%egic’:n at
10am on 1 July.

But he is expected to fly
back to Beijing at noon
Immechately after the cer-
emony in time for the

handover celebration to be
be able to witness a pro-
democracy demonstration .I“;ld g‘;atrsl Chinese capital
and march on 1 July as he ‘2T ay.

will by then have left for
Beijing.

Mr Jiang’s whirlwind visit
o H‘cl)ggg K.ong was con-
firmed yesterda K by diplo-
matic sources who told the
ng Kong Standard that

Mr Jiang will not be able
to witness a pro-democracy
march organised by the
Hong Kong Alliance in
Support of Patriotic Demo-
cratic Movement in China
which will start a few hours

Beijing had decided to later that day.

have the president and Participants from the
party chiefP himself rep-- radical April Fifth Action
resent the central govern- Group have vowed to chant

ment at the midnight
handover ceremony on 30
June.

“Down with Jiang Zemin”

‘and "'Down with Li Peng"

during.the march.

Government
won’t act on
Pillar’s ban

By Willow Hui

'I'HE Governmem says it

%Iyn to interfere
w:th the rban and Re-
gional councils™ decision to
refuae pro-dem ocracy acti-
vists' requests to display the

controversial Pr Llarof Skam
statue.

Secretary for Recreation
and Culture Chou Tathei
said yesterday the two
bodies had been elected
democratically and the
Government would not in-
terfere in their dlecisions.

He said any imtervention

the Government in de-
cisions would diamage the
‘councils’ independence.

Both councils had re-
Jected requests by the Hong
Kong Alliance in Support of
the Patriotic Democratic
Movement in China to dis-
play the scul ]ﬁtnre in public
places. It will now be dis-
Ellayed at the Umiversity of

ong Kong.

I.yln‘around:ﬂnllrbmm Regional mnellsmudquayﬁo Piliarof Shame, now st Hong Kong Unlversity.
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HOng. Kong 3 to memonallze_' ize crackdown

" HONG KONG — Inachallengeto 1g Chinese rule, Hong
Kong activists said Thursday they wdl erect a 26-foot statue to
mmmemomte vzchma of China’s 1989 crackdown on pro-democracy

e will be unveiled at a candlelight vigil on

sasase

- The =17
June 4, the anmversary of China’s crushmg of demonstrations at

i;mg’sw’l‘iémanmen Square and in other Chinese cities; the

They called the monument a last gesture of defiance toward
China before Hong Kong’s handover, 27 days later.

LScoceh Chanc
mm’n&na PSS

7.6 At
College
to exhibit
Pillar of
Shame

GENEVIEVE KU

Hong Kong University yes-
-tefday baeks:d down and al-

be mcted on camm But it
‘wants the sculpture removed
in two weeks.

After meeting student

‘leaders, Vice-Chancellor Pro-

fessor Cheng Yiu-chung said

the sculpture, which com-
‘memorates victims of the

June 4 crackdown, could be
dxsplayed provided safety
standards were met.

“We reiterate the freedom
of expression of the Universi-
tyof Hong Kong by any mem-
bers. including staff and stu-
dents. | must deny any allega-
tions against us that there has
been an attempt at political
censorship.” he said..

However, he recommend-
ed the sculpture stand for
only two weeks, which would
mean it would be removed
just before the handover. He
smd that was the usual time
given to exhibits.
~ Student union external
vice-chairman Linda Wong
Shui-hung welcomed the uni-
versity’s compromise, but
said the two-week time limit
was unreasonable.

““We strongly protest
against the time limit and will
fight for continuous display.
General procedures for ex-
hibits do not apply to this
scutgtum because we are not
occupying the exhibiting
area,” Ms Wong said. The
union wants the sculpture,
which will be erected on the

Haking Wong. podium, to
stay for six months.

Students demanded an
apology from the university
forpreventingtheentry of the-
sculpture early on Thursday.

Professor Cheng said the
confusion was caused by mis-
understandings.




Car trouble
Students attempt to remove a security car blocking the entrance to the University of Hon

JOICE PANG anid
GENEVIEVE KU

After hours of scuffles and pro-
lests yesterday morning, stu-

dents at the University of

Hong Kong were allowed Lo

place the Pillar of Shame on’

campus. ‘
But whether approval will
be given for the controversial
sculpture to be formally erect-
ed has yet to be decided.
University spokesman Ru-

pert Chan Kwan-yun warned

they would have no choice but

to take action if the sculpture
was put up without approval,
Mr Chan said: “Political
considerations have never
been a factor in this iss
“Qafety is our prima
gern.” ‘ .
But student unjonists ac-
cused the univer y d
tration of self-censorship.
“1t is hard to imagine that
the event has nothing to do

with politics,” said union
chairman Wong Chun-shing,
referring to the university's
earlier action to remove June 4
slogans written on a pavement
inside the campus.

Union representatives will
soon meet Vice-Chancellor
Cheng Yiu-chung to find a so-
fution. '

" There was confusion after
students tried to take the statue
to the campus after it was dis-
played at the candlelight vigil

in Victoria Park. The lorry car-
rying it was blocked at the uni-
versity entrance. —
More than 500 people,
mostly students, gathered and
demanded the statue be admit-
ted. .
Scuffles broke out after stu-
dents tried to prevent an elec-
tric gate from closing,
They also attempted to
move a security car blocking
the entrance.
About 80 Police Tactical

SCMP Picture

g Kong yesterday where the Pillar of Shame was allowed on to the campus.

Pillar of Shame on campus after scuffles

Unit officers were called in but
no one was injured or arrested.

# People should be able to
hold candlelight vigils to com-
memorate the Tiananmen

Square massacre — like the one

in Victoria Park on Wednes-
day - after the handover, Gov-

ernor Chris Patten said yester-

day. He said that the gathering
was an example of how Hong
Kong people expressed their
views in a dignified and lawful
way.

LOCAL 3

June 4 passion ‘will live on’

By Chan Sing

ACTIVITIES commemor-
ating the Tiananmen
Square crackdown will con-
tinue after 1997 if Hong
Kong remains a free so-
ciety, Governor Chris Pat-
Len says.

“You can't stop people
thinking as they do Pin
Hong Kong,” he said yes-
terday.

“You can't stop people
having the same passions
and feclings as they do in
Hong Kong." '

Mr Patten described the
Victoria Park vigil on
Wednesday as ''an example
of Hong Kong's heart”,

He said the rally was
"'dignified and moving''.

T can't believe that
these dignified occasions
won't happen again in the
ﬁlwrg," -

More than 55,000 people
flocked to Victoria Park to
honour the victims in the
1989 Tiananmen crack-

down, filling all six play-
grounds with  lighted
candles,

Concerning the contro-
versial “Pillar of Shame",
which became the prime
attraction of this year's
commemoration, Mr Pat-
ten said he was not respon-
sible for its installation.

But he believed many
Hong Kong people felt the
sculpture was a way of
commemorating a signifi-
cant historical event.

In a reaction to Chief
Exﬂcutiv&dﬂiﬁnate- Tung
Chee-hwa's call for Hong
Kong people to drop the
“baggage of June 4", Mr
Patten said: “If you are
governing a community it
18 hn(i‘ortam that you do
everything you can (o
understand what is in
people’s hearts.”

The Governor said he
believed Hong  Kong
people would like to see
the 1989 Tiananmen inci-
dent redressed, like the re-
assessment of the April 5
Incident in 1976, when
authorities clashed with

eople l:‘n Tiananmen
Square who were ying to
honour the la'tmz%mu

Enlai.




LAST WEEK IN REALITY

HAY
A housewvite shouts ai police
ofﬂeersaﬂertheymlosaermlb
card In ari MTR station, The woman
“flies into & rage™ when she realizes the
police have mistaken her for a mainiander
because of her taste In ciothing.

The provisional legislature endorses

the choice élAndrm Li as post-

handover chief justice, but declines
an interview with him. That way, L doasnt
have 1o give his opinion on whether the
provisional legisiature is legal, explains
future Secretary of Justice Elsie Leung.

. Music stores report a sales boom in
26'cmnm martial music. HMV and
Tower Records respond by creating
special People’s Liberation Army sections
with selections likke The March of the
Volunieers, The Ezst is Red and The Red.
Sun.

A vessel carrying Diaoyu Island
‘activists collides with a Japanese
coasi guard boat near the disputed
islands. The Hong Kong-based skipper's
actions are described as “suicidal” by one
marine consultant: “...like driving down s
‘motorway the wrong way.”

Organizers of the July 1 Victoria

Harbour handover spectacie urge

the public to bring radios so they
can join in a record-breaking mass karacke
singalong of handover anthem: Song of
Peace.

A man winds up in court after prey-
”Inﬁ-un the city’s lonely. He had false-

ly promised potential members of a
“friendship club” that for a joining fee of as
much as $1,800, they would be able to meet
new friends,

Pro-Beljing members of the Regional

Council quash a proposal to display

the Piltar of Shame sculpture in
Shatin Central Park. One councillor says the
sculpture, which commemorates the 1989
Tiananmen Square massacrs, |Is too
unpleasant. “| would support the application
if it featured a beautiful girl,” he says,
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MONUMENTAL ALTERCATION: Police try to prevent University of Hong Kong students from movin the
illar of Shame, erected at a Tiananmen Square-massacre commemoration, onto campus early Thur

Pillar of Shame,

China names veteran
diplomat as its senior
Hong Kong official

Reuters
BELJING — Chma announced

Thursday the appointment of

seasoned diplomat Ma Yuzhen as/
its top civilian official in Hong
Kong after the British colony re-

verts to Beijing rule at midnight

June 30.
Beijing appomted Ma commis-

sioner of China's Ministry of For-

‘eign Affairs in Hong Kong, min-
istry spokesman Cui Tiankai told
reporters.

Cui gave no further details of
Ma's appointment.

Meanwhile, the Hong Kong
government welcomed Beijing'’s
announcement.

Ma and garrison commander

Gen. Liu Zhenwu will be Beij-
ing’s most senior officials in
Hong Kong after the handover.

Hong Kong’s domestic affairs
will be run by residents after the
handover, but foreign affairs and
defense will remain the central
government's turf.

‘Ma, 62, has been vice minister
of China's Cabinet since 1995.

He served as Chinese ambas-

JUIlYl

HONG KONG
CHANGES HANDS

One in an occasional series
of articles about the impending

Chinese takeover of Hong Kong I

from Great Britain

'sador fo Britain in 1991-95, consul
general in Los Angeles in 1988-91
and director of the Foreign Min-
istry’s Information Department
in 1984-88.

Ma was secretary at the Chi-
nese Embassy in Ghana in 1980-
84, deputy division chief of the
Foreign Ministry’s Information

Department in 1969-80 and third °

secretary at the Chinese Embas-
sy in Burma in 1963-69.

He joined the Foreign Ministry
in 1954.

OTHER HAPPENINGS

® Britain's garrison chief in
Hong Kong, Maj. Gen. Bryan
Dutton, recently suggested that
China might be erring in send-
ing five Chinese generals to re-
place him when Hong Kong
reverts to Chinese rule, “I said |

‘wasn't quite sure this was a
'good message, since it implied

that it took five Chinese gener-
als to do what it took one Brit-

ish general to do,” Dutton told

the Foreign Correspondents’
Club. “They looked at me very

‘quizzically, and then they said,

‘Yes; general, but five Chinese
generals come much cheaper
than one British general.'”

P The South China Morning

Post said it surveyed five Hong
Kong pager firms, finding that
three had refused to take a mes-
sage describing Chinese Premier

Li Pﬁngas a l'lturtleds E‘gg-." a

common Chinese insult, on

‘grounds that it was defamatory.

B A §57.8 million cleanup of
China's heavily polluted Pearl
River — which supplies 80 per-
cent'of Hong Kong's water —
includes planting trees, renovat-
ing factories and building sew-
age-treatment plants, the China
Daily reported. The Ministry of
‘Forestry plans to add 3 million
acres of forest along the river by
2010.

Source: Register news services
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ANALYSIS

t was 7.40pm as I left the

Legislative Council Cham-

ber for Victoria Park, having

just lost every amendment
on the Official Secrets Bill moved
by the Bills Committee.

It was a terrible defeat. Or,
more accurately, it was a terrible
victory. For, the meaning of vic-
tory was that the UK Official Se-
crets Actsof 1911 and 1988 with
all their draconian measures have
now become local Hong Kong law
made to transcend July I into the
Special Administrative Region.

It means the victory of the wil-
ful violation of one of the most sa-
cred principles of individual
rights: presumption of innocence.

It means if a person is accused
of **spying”, he may be convicted
on what is, in effect, suspicion on
the basis of the circumstances or
his **kncwn character™.

It means the disclosure of offi-
cial information, provided some
damage or likely damage can be
shown, will be a criminal offence.

It means no one who has done
the com munity a service by expos-
ing even corruption and crime can
claim a public interest defence, if
what he discloses is an “official
secret” — ie, information falling
within any of the six categories of
the bill. The adverse effect on the
freedom of speech and freedom of
the press is obvious.

The bill is supposed to be just
part of the “localisation of laws™
exercise.

It is argued that what is accepl-
able in the UK and applicable to
Hong Kong must be acceptable to
Legco, conveniently forgetting
that in the UK, there is at least the
political restraint on account of
the government being elected.

It is also argued that enacting
the bill as is, is a great bargain,
because China has agreed that
would be sufficient to meet the re-
guirement of prohibiting the
“theft of state secrets” under Arti-
cle 23 of the Basic Law. In fact, the
prohibitions in the bill far exceed
what is required under Article 23.

You can hardly make the inno-
cent more defenceless when ac-
cused o f a serious crime as Clause
3 of the bill makes you for
“spying™, which attracts 14 years
imprisonment. Tosay thisisabar-
gain is to say giving up all your
money to a robber so as to avoid
being robbed is a bargain.

One would have been less dis-
tressed if there had been any re-
spectab le attempt at opposing the
amendiments on the basis of rea-
son. Noboedy apart from Ronald
Arculli. representing the Liberal

Party, even bothered to present
anything resembling an argument.

It was clear that one’s duty as a
Legeco member is of no account,
and the safeguards for the inno-
cent who may be unjustly convict-
ed are unhesitatingly sacrificed
for political considerations.

It is not the conscientious ef-
forts of the Bills Committee, now
wasted, which T mourn. I mourn
anly for the naked triumph of
might, with the most disastrous
consequence to the rule of law.

As | left the debating chamber,
I was asked to comment on the ob-
servation that the amendments
could have carried but for the fact
that some supporters were away in
Victoria Park organising the an-
nual June 4 candlelight vigil.

Indeed. 1 knew a moment’s
frustration. It must be accepted
that each of us has our priorities.
One can easily agree that the last
commemoration before the hand-
over is of great importance.

Yet to2 me, as a lawyer, what is
enacted 'n Legco is real, has effect
on the life and freedom of an indi-
vidual. What is being organised in

Symbols of sadss

araret Ng

the park is only a gesture, of sym-
bolic value only.

But by the time the amend-
ments of the bill were lost, staying
to cry “nay’” to the third reading
became itself hardly even of sym-
bolic value. To go to be counted
with those who fearlessly stand by
their commitment to democracy
was not only more important but
also more compelling. _

Almost like a consolation, Vic-
toria Park was packed with people
holding up their candles with
flames burning bright. People sat
shoulder to shoulder and knee to
back, right to the edge of the lines
of trees. They were ordinary folk,
young and old. There were fam-
ilies with children. Most of them

have come year after year to this
faithful vigil for those who died
eight years ago for democracy in
Beijing.

The sentiment was theroughly
Chinese — and thoroughly Hong
Kong. In the moving speeches, the
prayers, the music, the songs to the
final declaration, there was that
passionate awareness of suffering
and hope for deliverance typical of
the Chinese people which, as
someone Chinesé, | immediately
recognised.

The tone of mourning was not
sadness and lament., but a deter-
mination out of sorrow, a reaffir-
mation of the meaningfulness of
the sacrifice. a dignity in the old
spirit of “'succeed, or die in the
attempt” for an ideal society. Yet
nowhere else but in Hong Kong
will anyoné be able to find these
traditional sentiments4given such
strong and simple expression,
straight from the heart, without
fear or wile.

Watching this, [ felt maybe
those who gave up the debate to be
here to organise the event have a
point, afterall. There is something

Candles in
the wind . ..
pro=
democracy
figures,
among them
Leung Yiu-
chung.
Yeung Sum
and Szeto
Wah,
remember
Tiananmen
Square at
Victoria
Park. _
Photograph:
Reuter

to be said about giving priority to
the symbolic over the *“‘real” law-
making, to the creation of an occa-
sion where thousands can let their
hearts speak out, over endeavours
‘to win by rational debate. And
particularly so when debate is rap-
idly becoming divorced from ra-
tionality, and trying to express the
will of the people through the leg-
islative process becomes increas-
ingly futile.

In the end, perhaps there is no
difference. Had the Bills Commit-
tee won, and the amendments car-
ried, the effect of those amend-
ments may not have been allowed
to remain for more than a few
weeks before they were reversed.
And members of the Bills Com-
mittee had always known the pos-
sibility was there.

Perhaps the meaning of all this
hard work and meticulous vetting
of the bill also lies in its nature as a
symbol - as a strong expression by
deed of the dedication to the task
of keeping the law worth ifs name.

Heart or head. in Legeo or Vic-
toria Park, we are doing the same
thing.

Crowds

worthy

of close scrutiny

he June 4 vigil isa time to
stand up and be counted —
twice. One of the enduring
mysteries of the rally and the
march to Xinhua (the New China
News Agency) held the preceding
Sunday is how the police and or-

.ganisers come up with such differ-

ent figures for the crowd.

For Sunday's march, for in-
stance, the police said 3.500. Or-
ganisers said 7,000.

Counting crowds is more of a
craft than ascience. Some 28 years
after it took place, there is sfill 2
lively debate about the number of
people who attended the legend-
ary Woodstock rock festival in the
United States.

Legislator Lee Cheuk-yan, a
spokesman for the Hong Kong Al-
liance in Support of the Patriotic
Democratic Movement in China,
admitted he often found it surpris-
ing how the organiser’s figure and
the police figure were so different.

Some organisers even reckon
the police deliberately count down
the number in the crowd to make
it appéar the event has less support
than it really has.

Police unease at crowd esti-
mates hasbeen rising foranumber
of years. So this year, the police
changed tack.

Senior officers at the vigil,
asked how many people were at-
tending, replied simply: “Ask the
organisers. It’s their rally.”

In fact, both organisers and the
police have been using the same
technique to count the crowds at
the Victoria Park event.

“What we do is estimate how
many people can be on one foot-
ball pitch and then we count how
many football pitches of people
there are,” said Mr Lee, who or-
ganised Wednesday night’s count.

But the alliance are also careful
to include those spilled on to the

side and take their count at the

peak time of around 9pm. This
was the method used to get the
proudly-announced figure of
55.000 on Wednesday night.
Whilethealliance iskeen to use
estimates to show popular sup-

MOREOVER

port, the police are reluctant to
come up with a figure.

*“Unlessoneis needed wewon’t
do one.” said Superintendent Lo
Mung-hung, in charge of training
at the Police Tactical Unit.

The most common technique
previously used is for an officer to
see the area taken up by 30 people,
then count blocks of 50. “It is not
really accurate,” concedes Super-
intendent Lo.

In contrast, for Sunday’s
march to Xinhua, the alliance
counted people passing a fixed
point,

*“We counted them at the be-
ginning and there was 5,000. At
Causeway Bay there was 7,000,
said Mr Lee.

The police figure of 3.500 wasa
rough count prepared for the com-
mander as the crowd approached
Xinhua, which was overheard by
reporters listening to the beat ra-
dio.

With the police retired from
the business of taking a
headcount, is the way clear for or-
ganisers to offer crowd estimates
that are wildly optimistic?

Not according to Dr John Ba-
con-Shone; director of the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong's Social Science
Research Centre.

“In some cases you could do it
with a computer,” he said.

For a rally or other stationary
protest, imaging systems could be
programmed to count people on a
photograph in the way they are
now used to count cells on a micro-
scope slide.

The problem is even easier for
the June 4 vigil as it would be easy
for a computer to count the points
of candlelight on any of the many
photographs taken from nearby
tall buildings.

With a knowledge of what pro-
portion of the crowd held a candle
it would be possible to draw up
fairly exact figures for previous
June 4 vigils that would resist even
the most revisionist approach to
history.

Gren Manuel

e ———————
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No action
over statue

THE Government would not
interfere with the display of Pil-

r of Shame, Secretary for
Iﬁa:ag%'é'é”iﬁﬁ'é,' Culture and
Sports Brian Chau Tak-hay said
yesﬁﬂﬁd the municipal coun-
cils® decisions last month to ban
the sculpture fmm‘.dlgplay were
made by a democratic process.
“If the public is not happy
about the decision, t}'len they
can vote differently in future
municipal council elections,
then there will be different
decisions,” he said,
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More students put in bids
to show Pillar of Shame

By Priscilla Cheung

STUDENTS at the Chinese
and City universities want
:g erect the c‘ontrbvg:mi?]
Pillar_of Shame_at their
“cam Lm.ﬂ fear college
“heads will turn them down
‘on political grounds.

.. The president of the
«Student Union of Chinese
“University (CUHK), Yuen
‘Hillkwan, said the univer-
I8 lg chiefs'" decision would
reflect their position on
«posthandover democracy
rand freedom of speech.

~o “The (university) will

definitely look at society's
.‘ﬁ;alitical'climaw when it
akes that decision,” Ms
‘Yuen said, “It'd be hard for
‘us not to believe it’s not
_political censorship should
.the sculpture be banned."
« CUHK students want to
‘erect the twotonne sculp-
Jture on their Sha Tin
,eampus square outside the
Jlibrary for six months from
October after its exhibition

at Hong Kong Universi
(HKL). A o

City University students
want it for six months for
display at University Circle
near the Hung Hom cam-
pus.

Student leaders at other
universities are also discuss-
ing plans to display the
eight-metre work of art in-
spired by the 1989 Tianan-
men incident.

CUHK Students’ Union
president Chu Siu-sun said
the college had already
raised safety and technical
concerns but ‘‘the only
reason they've got to wrn
us down would be political
censorship™. '

A CUHK spokeswoman
said the university was wait-
ing for the students’ formal

application, It would only

ban exhibitions of a porno-
ﬁ;aphic or obscene nature,

¢ said, adding there was
no precedent for exhi-
bitions being banned on
political grounds.

‘The two municipal coun-
cils have banned the sculp-
ture, by Dane [Jens
Galschiot, from Chater
Garden, Sha Tin Central
Park and Kowloon Park.

The unassembled sculp-
ture has been lying on the
HEU podium  since the
early hours of Thursday
when 500 students scuffled
with police as they at-
tempted to carry it onto the
campus.

The students eventually
prevailed and universic
authorities allowed the dis-
play of the pillar for two
weeks. The statue could be
erected by this week, once
safety worries are resolved.

Student leaders said they
would request an éxtension
of its stay until the univer-
sity reopened in Septem-

r.

The statue was the cen-
trepiece of last week’s rally
at Victoria Park on the
eighth anniversary of the

1989 crackdown.
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haﬂ:let the Pillar of Shame,

has high artistic value is in

the eye of the beholder. But

it ‘has certainly put some
people to shame.

It has shamed members of the urban
and regmnal councils who refused to al-
low its exhibition because they did not
like its purported political message.

The decision was a blatant act of cen-
sorship.

The councillors failed to realise that
the electorate gave them a mandate to
manage public places: but no right to
refuse an exhibit because they do not like
its politics.

By contrast, the management of the
University of H@ng Kong has set an ad-
mirable example by allowing the statue
to be displayed for two weeks, as is the
rule for other exhibits,

It might be said the university had no
choice, because the statue was already
there thariks to a cunning act by students
and any attempt to remove it would
spark angry protests.

But that is not the pc:nnt

The university management knows
whether it likes or dislikes the seulpt.ure
does not matter; because it is not its job
10 pass judgment on the political correct-
ness of an exhibit.

Now that the sculpture has found a
temporary home, it is important for stu-
dents 10 keep their side of the bargain.

They should remove it in two weeks"
time, and continue to test the nerve of
other bodies with exl:ubltmn venues, if
that is what they want.

But it would be wrong for them to

The right to freedom of speech and artistic
expression has taken a battering recently from the
urban and regional councils, says C, K, Lau

force the university to accept the statue
as a permanent exhibit, which is an en-
tirely different issue,

Just as no one should force another
person (o accept a piece of furniture, the
students have no right to force the uni-
ver:\gty to accept the Pillar of Shame for

 OFfcourse, they may find it a reward-
ing exercise Lo study the university and
the municipal councils’ rules governing

the acquisition of artistic work for per-

manent display and find out if they are
appropriate.

This business of shuffling the Pillar of
Shame around shows while Hong Kong
takes great pride in being a free society,
rules abound to curtail the scope of free
speech ard that many people do not real-
ly grasp the essence of the freedom of
expression.

Some councillors apparently feel that
since they are elected, they have a legiti-
mate right to protect the electorate’s in-
terests by banning the public display of
what they consider to be an undesirable
piece of work, . .

It does not aceurto them that the spir-

it of democracy encompasses a respect

foreveryone to be heard, mcludmg those

whose views the majority may find un-
palatable,

With the composition of the councils,
it seems rather wnlikely that rules gov-
erning public exhibitions can be
changed.

But if artists value their right to free
speech, they may want to call for the set-
tmg up of a public art park where anyone
is free to display their work regardless of
contents, just as Speakers’ Corner in
London’s Hyde Park allows everyone a
say on a Sunday morning.

This is a dream, because even this
world-renowned symbeol of free speech
apparently does not allow artists to per-
form or display work. You can only exer-
cise your vacal strength there.

In Hong Kong, it isnot even certain at
this point ifrallies commemorating June
4 will continue to be held in Vietoria
Park next year.

Looking at the history of Speakers
Corner in the northéastern corner of
Hyde Park and the soccer pitches of Vic-
toria Park, where big rallies aré tradi-
tionally lwld some similarities can be
seen,

Speakers Corner was where Lon-
don's public hangings used to be carried

Memories of
Juned...
onlookers view

the Pillar of
_Shame at its
temporary
resting place in
Victoria Park
before it was
grantad
approval fora
two-waek
display at the
University of
Hong Kong
campus.
Photo:
K.Y. Cheng

hame of censorshlp

out, but remained a popular gathering
place after the gallows were removed.

In 1855, shopkeepers gathered there
to protest against laws forbidding Sun-
day trading. Other rallies followed, some
of which resulted in riots, prompting the
palice to place severe restrictions on
public gatherings there.

In 1866, a group called the Reform
League battled police in the park after
they were refused permission to hold a
mass rally.

The following year, an embarrassed
Home Office found that although the
Crown had the right to prosecute tres-
passers, it had no power to prohibit a
meeting in advance, ]

Another demonstration followed, the
Home Secretary resigned and Speakers’
Corner was eventually officially desag-
nated a place for public meetings in
1872.

Over the years, among the great
thinkers who espoused their views there
were Karl Marx, George Bernard Shaw,
George Orwell and Winston Churchill.

Will there be a similar struggle in
Hong Kong to turn Vietoria Park into
an:?ther speakers’ corner? Only time will
tell.

Hopefully, there will not be. Foreven
though itissoothing to dream about hav-
ing a speakers’ corner, it is better not to
have one,

Itisasymbol of free speech, and alsoa
symbol of past repression.

A free society should not need to des-
ignate a small corner for people to speak
their minds because they should be free
to do 50 anywhere,
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Statue finally gets
go-ahead at HKU

By Antoine So

UNIVERSITY of Hong
Kong (HKU) students
struggled last night to erect
a sculpture commemorat-

/ ing the dead from the 1989
b Tiananmen Square crack-

By Enoch Wong

WITH safety concerns re-
solved, the controversial
Pillar of Shame sculpture will
finally be erécted at the
University of Hong Kong
(HKU) tonight.

Vice-president  (exter-
nal) of the Students'
Union Linda Wong Shui-
hung said it had reached
an agreement with the
authorities to display the
statue on the campus until
30 September.

The statue is also due to
be exhibited at the Chinese
University on 1 October. It
will also be displayed at the
City University, Hong Kong
Baptist University, Poly-
technic  University and
Lingnan College.

The unassembled two-
tonne copper statue depict-

the statue erected on the
podium for fear it would
not be sirong and stable
enough to support it.

But Miss Wong said
checks by the podium's
architects and engineers
had dispelled such worries.

“We will erect the pillar
at 7.80 pm with the assist-
ance of more than 10
experienced volunteers of
Hong Kong Alliance in
Support of the Patriotic
Democratic Movements in
China,” she said.

UniveraiLY‘ spokesman
Rupert Chan Ewan-yan
said the agreement to dis-
play the statue up to the
end of September satisfied
bath parties.

“Although the duration

. tangled bodies.
“Hiu

down, in a move seen as a
litmus test of China’s toler-
ance towards political dis-
sent in the future Special
Administrative Region.
Twenty-five students with
winches, pulleys and scaf-
folding laboured in driving
rain to put up the two-
tonne bronze “Pillar _of
Shame’', which depicts 50

vice-president Linda Wong
Shui-hung said the union

considered the scul, ture’s
setting up a ‘'victory over
political pressure.

““The campus should be
a free place and able to
all_?iw Eit‘ ﬂireg;fniceag;‘_’ she
said. “If the Beijing govern-
ment bhﬁkﬁstﬂlmgﬂm be
very wrong,' she gaid.

Students and members

o the 1080 Tiananmen 18 shorter than the six of the Hong Kong Alliance
glc}gu‘aree xirﬂckddwn has months rﬂ%ﬂtﬂd by the in Support of the Patriotic
been lying on the Haking Students’ Union, it is Democratic ments

Wong  podium  since
5 June,

Initially, the HEKU
authorides refused to have

longer than the two to
three weeks normally al-
lowed by the university for
exhibitions,” he said.

Plllar's progress: Hong Kong University stu

dents begin to .
pITURE BYWARTONL 30 September.

started work on the sculp-
ture at 4 pm. I\
By midnight, the lower
half of the 8-metre artwork
was raised by the cheerin
wamrdlens e N B
It will be displayed until



stay on HKU campus podium

By Lucia Palpal-latoc
and Edward Chan

IN a dramatic change of

heart, the University of
Hong Kong has allowed
the controversial *'Pillar of
Shame” sculpture to be
displayed on campus.

The B-metre tall art work
will be placed on the po-
clium nfp a university build-
ing for at least two weeks
provided safety require-
ments are meL,

But last night's decision
failed to appease the
students, who demanded
vice<hancellor Chen Yiu-
chung apologise ubhcly
for Thursday's scui e over
whether  the sculpture
could enter the campus
grounds.

“We reiterate the free-
dom of expression in uni-
versity by any members
including staff and
students as long as we do
abide by university rules

and regulations, payin

due respect to safety an

the convenience of other
people,”” Mr Chen said
after a one-hour meetin

with officials of the HEU
Students’ Union.

He said a similar sculp-
ture would be allowed to be
displayed on campus even
after the handover as part
of academic freedom.

Mr Chan urged the
students to work out with
the university's structural
engineers how to bring the
sculpture to the podium
without using heavy trucks.

"The podium is at the
top of the building and we
have to make sure that
there will be no damage to
the structural part of the
building,” Mr Chen said.

He hinted he might ex-
tend the two-week maxi-
mum period allowed for
exhibits for a few days, but
he rejecied the smdents'
six-month proposal.

Mr Chen declined to
apologise to the students
for the police action on
Thursday.

A scuffle broke out be-
tween students and police
while the statue was being
transported to the campus,

I was not there that

night. We did inform pol-
ice about the gathering.
That s our routine pro-
cedure,” Mr Chen saidp

"Subsequently, whether
there were a lot of police,
orno pnhce, that is none of
my business."

Union president Patrick
Wong (Pjhun-sm wel-
comed Mr Chen's dcc:smn
and said the union would
follow safety guidelines.

“I'm hoping we can
erect t.he sculpture in one
week,"” he sai

Mr Wong sald his union
would continue to per-
suade the administration
to allow the sculpture to be
displayed for six months.

Cantpus reprieve: The “Plllar
of Shame" sculpture.

Hong Kong Alliance in
Support of the Patriotic
Democratic Movement in
China chairman Szeto Wah
welcomed the news.

“This shows that free-
dom of expressiun is still

rotected in the univer-
sity,” he said.
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plans to use the all-night June 30
ceremonies in which it takes con-
trol of Hong Kong from Britain as
a chance to swear in its controver-
sial, handpicked legislature before
a large audience of international
dignitaries.

The maneuver, intended to be-
stow an aura of international ap-
proval on the contested body, has
—__ created a diplo-
matic dilemma for
the hundreds of
visiting officials —
including Secre-
tary of State Ma-
deleine Albright —
who are reluctant
to disrupt the his-
toric transfer but
oppose China’s es-
tablishment of the

————— interim lawmaking
| body.

British Prime Minister Tony
Blair hag not decided. yet whether
to attend the ceremonies, because
he does not want to be present if
ceremonies include the swearing-in
of the appmnmd legislature.

China is planning to disband the
current, elected legislature because
of its anger over a democratic re-
form package put in place by the
outgoing British governor, Chris
Patten.

But British officials are said to
be irked that Blair's position has
not received backing from other
countries, specifically the United
States and Canada, Both will still
be sending high-level delegations
even with the likelihood that the
legislature will be sworn in just af-.
ter the new chief executive, ship-
ping tycoon Tung Chee-hwa, takes

CHANGING
OF THE
GUARD

HONG KONG — China has
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A 'man views part of o dismantled sculpture, entitled
“Pillar of Shame,” Satwday at Hong Kong Universi-

Hong Kong fete puts U.S. in quandary

ty. The work of art hanors pro-demacracy é"mw
tors slain in 1989 at Beijing’s Tiananmen Square.

his oath of office on July 1.

Critics of the move fear that if
the appointed legislature is sworn
in with the world’s high-powered
dignitaries looking on, the body —
which is set to be challenged in
Hong Kong courts — will carry a
new legitimacy.

“It's just to say it was done in
the presence of the representatives
of 50 countries,” said Nihal Jayaw-
mhama, a legal scholar at the Uni-
versity of Hong Kong and a fre-
quent commentator on loeal af-
fairs. For China, he said, the
presence of the world’s prime min-

._

isters and foreign secretaries “is a
glonouu opportunity not to be
misaed.”

Some here are urging Albright
to announce she will boycott the
proceedings if the program in-

swearing in the appointed
legislature.

“It's unthinkable that she would

go to that at all,” said Mary Stuart

Worden, a special assistant to the

Hong Kong Democratic Party

chairman Martin Lee. ‘“You've got
world leaders here and you've got
them literally hostage in their
seats.

“We've all known for months
that the Chinese were going to do
this, (to) shove it down their
throats if the dignitaries were going
to be here,” Worden said. “What
you don’t expect is the State De-
partment and Madeleine Albright
to waffle on it.”

A statement issued Friday by
the US. consulate said Albright
would attend the ceremony to
“demonstrate U.8. support of the
maintenance of Hong Kong’s high
degree of autonomy, way of life and
freedoms, as well as U.S. economic,
law enforcement and other inter-
ests in ‘Hong Kong.”
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~ Campuses
may share
memorial

MAY SIN-MI HON
The controversial_Pillar of

Shame statue may be erected

pn campus'at the Chinese
Umverw:ty and City Univer=
sity after its display at the
University of Hong Kong if
approval is granted

Student unions from the
three universities met yester-
day and agreed they would
take it in turns to dtsplay the
sculpture on campus.

Maggie Yung Hiu-kuen,
president of the Chmese Uni-
versity student union, said
they hoped (o place the statue
in an open area in the central
part of the campus.

S‘he sald the university
had not’ indicated whether it
agreed with the plan.

Concerns has been voiced
over the sculpture's weight
and the posslbllny that it
might collapse in windy cgn-
ditions. But she said these
fears were uhfounded

President of the Universi-
ty of Hong Kong atudent:
union, Wong Chun-shing,
said they had applied to
lengthen the period for the
sculpture to be displayed on
campus from two weeks until
the end of September,
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Pillaz of Shame

A man looks at part of a dismantled sculpture, titled Pillar of Shame, at Hong Kong University on
IDHHU STHTE JOURNAL Saturday. The 26-foot-high statue honors pro-democracy students slain in China when the army
shot its way into Beljing's Tiananmen Square in June 1989. Students won a battle to erect the
e . statue on campus after college authorities initally tried to block the truck carrying it from enter-
' ' ing the campus early Thursday. The Pillar of Shame, by Danish sculptor Jens Galschiot, depicts
50 painfully twisted bodies.
JUN § 1997 PR
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A Iﬁm laoks at Pm'“*‘“‘*""‘““’ﬂ sculpture, titled Pillar of Shame, at Hon ;Kﬁn' :
isintt \.'%Wmmw’ nor

versity, Saturday. The 8-meter (26-foot) high statue h :
tors slain in China when the army shot way‘!nfp_w_n” 's Tiananmen Squ
1989. Students wor a battle to erect it on campus after college authoritles initially tried
to block the truck carrying it enteiing the campus early Thursday. A g



to pledges

1 of freedom

~set in stone
i E;By Jan'geS_Ke%F‘

.“AN eight-metre high statue
“commemorating the Tian-
»‘anmen Square massacre
.‘was uovciled yesterday as

* local pro-democracy act-
C-vists pledged to go on

rammemnrating the eyent
L after the handowver.

. The twotonne sculprure
by Danish artst Jens
_Galschiot was inspired by
- the military erackdown on
pro-democracy  protests in
~.Tiananmen Square on
*Junc 4, 1989.
o+ “"We will sdil hold the
. gathering even if they ban
i)'t Szeto Wali, veteran
,*.campaigner and chairman
“ of the Hong Eong Alliance
7 in Support of the Pawiotic
. Democratc Movement. of
- China, said-

. He said the alliance,
labelled by Beijing as “'sub-
S yrrsive”, planned o hald
"."its traditional candleht vigil
- every Juoe 4.

* It is not cledr whether
! Hong Kong's postcolomial,
U povernment led by Chisef
. Executive-desigmate Tung
= Chee-hwa will seek to ban,

* the aunual pro-democracy
- ! protest.

e
‘r

Ll

But pmany believe this

e frea.r’s gathering will be the
. last major dermonstraton
., ‘before the handover.

' ! Mr Szeto said the Pillar of
"+ \Shame, which depicts morc
J.than 30 pai y Iwisted
. buman bodies, was in-

®illar of Shams: Albert Ho Chun-yan with a photograph of

tended to test DBeijing’s
tolerance and pledges dhat
Hong Kang will have a
high degree ol autonomy
under Chinesc rule

“The presence of (e
sculpture will be 4 serious
test of the Chinese govern-
ment ta uphold weir
Prorn.isc of implemendng
one country, owo svstems'
and the Basic Luw,'" he
said.

Mr Szeto alse saidd die
alliance had writien w Mr
Tung wrging him o atend
this year's June 4 protest

""We hope Mr Tung, as a
Hong Kong citizen, can
participate in the Junc ¢

vigil in order ta experience
how Hong Eong people
rammemarate e vicoms
of the June 4 massacre,” he
said, .

The general sccretary of
the Hong Kong Alliance,
Albert Ho Churn-yan, said
the stamue would become a
symbol of buman tght for
Hong Kong pecple.

An inschiption on the
state says “the old can't
kill the young forever” in
English and Chinese.

Mr Ho said the state

would be displaycd at a

candlelight vigil in Victoria
Park on Junc 4.

whatde.

of Democracy, the statuc

' basic freedoms and basic

13
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They will also issue
50,000 eovelopes and j
miniatures of the Goddess ;

that became the symbol of
the pro<democracy |
movement. :
He said the stame would
reraain in the park the next
day.
Galschiot
the alliance earlier chisyear :

[
i
H
]
E
i
i

approached ‘

to see if 1t was interested in !
the starue.

8Mr Ho vowed: “We will |
condnue with our fight w0 .
safcguard Hong Xong's |

human rights as guaran-
teed tous.

Pilla

GENEVIEVE KU

Q%

Hundreds of students and protest-
ers gathered at Hong Kong Univers
sity early today to demand they be
allowed to erect the Pilfar of Shame
on campus,

) By 1.30 am, there were about

300 people inside the gates along

% University Drive, while the truck
2 with the sculpture was parked out-

~yide. )

3— . Scuffles broke out when studenis

;mec_i to prevent security guards

2 closing the gates after they were

- opened briefly to allow out a car.

4§  Theuniversity has forbidden the
_‘3 students” union from displaying the
5 sculpture on campus,

P T_he union passed a motion dur-
L ing its June 1 meeting agreeing to
4 display the sculpture commemorai-
¢ 1ng the June 4 massacre.

Organisers were forced to re-
mave the statue from Victoria Park
after last night's vigil,

Standing eight metres high and
welghing two tonnes, it was to have
stood on the Haking Wong podinm
for a maximum of six months.

But the university sald saying
the height and weight of the sculp- =
ture might pose a danger — the podi-
um is also the roof of the Haking
Wong building.

“it1s normal for the university to
consider requests for the display of
large and heavy objects on cam-
pus,' it said.

The municipal councils have
banned ihe Pillar of Shame, by
Dane Jens Galschiot, from display
at Chater Garden, Kowloon Park

and Sha Tin Central Park.
The student union's exicrnai

= J\.—.\.._u{

allying point %Y. Cheng
olast 2 - [z3t vight
. ng Shit- duleracid =~ unien, but the uni-
= - ay ol pe. et Beeeens 3TIce ¢ aimed the
iar universly control.
Selem in g fseeed rha universi-
Y are viens o pach vzl oroblems
Wi grs - shrey et Acs oxlam o set up
ar the W
Wi A L ydeicnssculpture
cace o meame eing, bul
HETL P v Wong sald,
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In a final, pre-handover gesture of defiance, a

AWIL MO LOVANOI—COHVEHID 934D

huge crowd turns out in Hong Kong to mourn
the victims of the 1989 Tiananmen crackdown

By ANTHONY SPAETH

ICTORIA PARK, ON THE NORTH-
ern side of Hong Kong island, is
named after the British monarch
who wrested the colony from
China in the 1840s. A bronze
statue of Victoria, dour and
heavily draped, is prominently
ensconced.

Once a year, though, the leafy enclave
becomes a very Chinese locale. Each June
4, Hong Kong Chinese gather to mourn
the students and workers who died in the
Tiananmen Square bloodbath on that date
in 1989. Last week an estimated 55,000
people showed up, bearing candles or
replicas of the “Goddess of Demacracy”
statue erected by the students at Tiananmen
eight years ago. The crowd sang songs,
heard speeches and admired a new statue
put up for the occasion: the “Pillar of
Shame.” an 8-m-tall copper tower of bodies
writhing in agony. It bears the slogan, “The
Old Cannot Kill the Young Forever.”

The annual observance in Victoria Park
has always been as much about Hong
Kong—and how it will fare under Chinese
control—as it has been about martyred
mainlanders. This year in particular: the
event fell a mere 26 days before Britain

formally hands Hong Kong back to China.
The crowd was more than double the size
of last year’s, the mood solemn but at the
same time assertive. Two days earlier Tung
Chee-hwa, also known as C.H. Tung, Hong
Kong's Chief Executive-designate, made a
televised appeal for his fellow residents “to
put aside the baggage of June 47 That so
many of them decided to ignore the advice
was evidence that the people of Hong Kong
may not be as docile or obedient as Tung or
China may wish. Some said they attended
the memorial out of concern they wouldn’t
be allowed such freedom in the future. “I
think this may be the last time we will be
allowed to do this,” forecast: Maggie Ng, 27,
a shop assistant. “I cannot see China letting
us do this again.”

Last week’s gathering in Victoria Park
came off as a kind of handover party for the
man-in-the-street, more spontaneous but
just as patriotic as the official festivities
planned around July 1. “We came to show
our spirit,” said Henry Leung, 24, a law
school graduate. “We came for love of
Hong Kong.” There were also signs of para-
noia. Housewife Julia Tam, 46, worried
that Beijing’s agents “will take pictures of
the people here and find them. It would be
awful if some children’s futures are hurt
because of their parents’ zealousness.”

SYMBOLIC SHOW: For democrat Szeto Was,;
left, and the 55,000 people who gathered In
Victoria Park, the challenge will be standing
up for their rights without provoking Beijing

In stark contrast was the scene last
week at Tiananmen Square itself, Beijing’s
prime public site. Foreign and local tourists
trooped placidly across its paving stones on
June 4, and Chinese and Italian flags hung
from lamp-posts. (Italy’s Prime Minister
Romano Prodi was on a state visit,) A blue-
and-white banner read, “It’s everyone’s
responsibility to follow traffic regulations.”
There were no memorial events reported
anywhere on the mainland, and young
Chinese seemed to have forgotten the
date’s significanee altogether. “It's been
pretty quiet today.” reported an undergrad-
uate at Peking University, one of the centers
of student protest in 1989. “Everyones
mind is on other practical matters.” Said &
government official: “Do you think teday’s
students will risk the chances of getting
good jobs or continuing their studies
abroad? 1 tell my son, ‘Stay away fro&
street politics and focus on your studies.
Across China, the pro-democracy mOve:
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ment is dormant, thanks to the govern-
ment’s relentless pursuit of its organizers.
“On the first, second and third anniver-
saries, I still felt a sense of optimism.” says
Zhai Weimin, 31, one of the movement’s
leaders, who served three-and-a-half years
in prison for his involvement and is now
unemployed in his home province of
Hellan. “This time, I feel as if our efforts
did not produce much progress. I've never
felt so empty”

The anniversary has revived talk of a
pgsaible reassessment by Beijing of the
Tiananmen crackdown. The idea is that
the leadership, in a gesture of national rec-
onciliation, might cancel the official verdict

P ]ahfling the students and workers of 1989
-as “counter-revolutionaries” and concede

they had legitimate gripes. In Hong Kong
that gesture would be taken as proof that
China is serious about moving toward a
more open. society. News last week from
the mainland added fuel to the speculation.
A l‘ug_h court in Jilin province overturned
convictions against four imprisoned auto
workers for “carrying out alleged counter-
revolutionary propaganda and incitement”

at the time of the Tiananmen protests. One
will be acquitted, two released perma-
nently on medical parole and the fourth
given a sharp reduction in his sentence.
According to Hong Kong’s Information
Center of Human Rights and Democratic
Movement in China. this is the first reversal
of a Tiananmen-related conviction. In ad-
dition, authorities last week freed dissi-
dent Bao Ge from a labor camp. Experts
aren't sure whether the
moves were intended as
a public signal—domestic
news media did not report
the court’s ruling—or per-
haps as a gesture to influ-
ence the debate in the U.S.
over China’s most-favored-
nation trading status.

The memory of
Tiananmen has a special
resonarnce in Hong Kong,
which was galvanized by
the massacre. One million
COPPER STATEMENT: The

“Pillar of Shame” was later
‘hauled fo a college campus

PRESSE-CLEARING
cientTHE PILLAR OF

SHAME

Publication:

Date:

people took to the streets spontaneously,
marking a turning point in political aware-
ness for the historically apathetic colony.
Nevertheless, the crowd at last week’s ob-
servance was not quite ready for some of
the rhetoric on display. When one speaker
declared that Hong Kong would become a
center for agitation on behalf of democracy
for the mainland—one of Beijing’s worst
fears—some listeners were appalled. “I felt
angry, a woman told the
government radio station
RTHK. Said Michael De-
Golyer, head of the Hong
Kong Transition Project,
which tracks public opin-
ion: “There is a difference
between courageous, pro-
vocative and foolhardy.
What they are deciding to
do sounds foolhardy to me.”

The danger lies in
alarming China at a time
when both Beijing and
Tung are showing signs of
flexibility on Hong Kong’s
civil liberties. In March,
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More shameful
exhibitionism

sif one Pillar of Shame

werenol enough for our

elected authorities, a
group of young artists will be
gathering on Saturday night to
create a second.

Pillar mark two will fea-
ture human figures, although
not the contorted, melting
faces of people su ﬁ‘ermg politi-
cal oppression that was part of
the June 4 Pillar of Shame in
Victoria Park.

This will be a Pillar of
Shame for people suffenng
“political censorship in Hong
Kong in 1997 and the faces
will be of beautiful girls,

The art happening, a refer-
ence to independent Regional
Councillor Chow Ping-tim’s
inane comment that he voted
against the Pillar of Shame’s
placing in Sha Tin Park be-
cause it was not beauntiful (1
would support the application
if it featured a beautiful girl*
were his words), is the project
of Young Hay and friends
Kum Chi-keung, Lo Yat-lun
and Kith Tsang Tak-ping.

Young already had a little
run-in with authorities in Vie-
toria Park two weeks ago,
when he created an art work
entitled The Charcoal Wall
and Iee Wall, After unionist
legislator Lee Cheuk-yan had
symbolically burned piles of
signature books in a big fire.
Youngtried to complete his in-
stallation art work by burning
his charcoal wall.

He wanted to “see the dark
fire of charcoal wall cabtmg a
reflection on the ice wall .
primitive rite for Lommemo-
rating the dead . .. a memory
of the students who tried to
melt the ice wall, and a wish for
warmth on a cold day™.

But his plans for‘the arty
barbecue were stymied by the
arrival of 30 armed and plain
clothes men, and a fire engine.

This time, at the happening
titled This Is Not The Cake,
the chaps from the Ag and
Fish are more likely to turn up
than the fire brigade: as well as
making their pillar, the artists
are also planning to release a
thousand birds into the 3,000-
square-foot industrial Spaﬂﬁ'

SKETCHBOOK
by
Victoria Finlay

they have rented in Western
that will also house an art exhi-
bition.

The audience will have a
while to ponder the sparrow-
killing policy which was one of
the less-than-brilliant plans of
Mao Zedong (BMH), before
all the windows are opened
and a total liberation takes
place. To witness the activi-
ties, events and incidents go to
Room 1A, Cheung Fat Build-
ing, 7-9 Hill Road, Shek Tong
Tsui. 8pm be prompt.

ESE

The Arts Development Coun-
cil last week announced a sim-
ple five-point plan which
might be usefully stuck to the
fridges at Urban and Regional
Council offices, and is good for

Jogging the memories of any of

us who work in the arts,

#= Support freedom of artis-
tic expression and diversity in
all arts.

# Encourage understand-
ing of culturally diverse work.

» Respect equal opportuni-
ty for all.

> Remain vigilant against
censorship, monitor the state
of artistic freedom and deal
with issues of censorship as
and when required.

+ Advocate other organisa-
tions to uphold the principle of
freedom of artistic expression.

==k

Macau-Ha artist Ceeilia Ho
Mequillet is the only artist
from Hong Kong and South-
east Asia to be included in the
Royal Academy’s Summer Ex-
hibition which opened this
month in London. The work
on display is titled Homeward
Bottnd, painted “by a Chinese
with a Chinese heart, who will
object if peaple say l'mr work is
not Chmese

Fax 2562-2485 or E-mail
finlay@scmp.com
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painfully ‘ twiated
~human bodies was
erected | in  Hong
Kong's Vietoria Park

ea:liar this month. Entitled Pillar. |

of Shame, it occupied a promi-
nent position during the
men vigil, and was the subject of

heated discussion in the Urban

Council. It then got caught up in

a confrontation betwean students
and - police, when wuniversity

authorities tried to stop it enter-
ing the campus. What started out
asaworkﬂfartendedupasa
symbol of free speech,

The ﬂl!gr, g{ ..S.fiﬁm'E episode
could have been lightly. dis-

missed, had it not taken place in

the run-up to the handover of -

Hong Kong a week tonight. It
sharpened the debate about the
political dimension of culture
‘under Chinese rule. After June

30, will artists be hllowad to
eXpress ‘what they please in their

work? And will Hong Kong's cul-
tural  landscape continue to
develop on existing lines?

Until the mid-1970s, Hong Kong -

was a.cultural desert. Even
today, its super-rich interpret cul-
ture in terms of restaurants,
~clubs and lifestyle, rather than as’
a medium for ideas and values.
But thanks to the . colony's eco-
nomic boom, a fully-fledged
visual and performing arts scene
has begun to take shape. Institu-

tions like the Hong Kong Philhar-

monic Orchestra, the Fringe Fes- |

tival and  the Chung Ying
Theatre have a year-round fune-
tion. They may mean little to the
majority of the colony’s 6m popu-
lation, who are either too poor to
enjoy them or too busy making

money; but they are seen as a |

worthy veneer for a cosmopolitan
gity. e A
While ‘established: companies
stick to a non-controversial path,
experimental groups have dem-
onstrated that art can be provoe-
ative. Zuni Icosahedron, which
specialises in political satire, has
openly made fun of Chinese lead-
ers. The govex‘nment subsidised
Edward Lam Dance Company
includes nudity and homosexual-
ity in its productions. Will such
groups continue to operate freely
after June 30?7

Under the Basic Law, the post-
colonial constitution negotiated
by the UK and Chinese govern-
ments, China has promisged to
respect Hong Kong's way of life
for the next 50 years. Freedom of
expression is guaranteed, as long
as it does not subvert the govern-
ment. “Unless that clause is
clearly defined, it can be used as
a catch-all to limit artistic free-
dom,” says Benny Chia, director
of the Fringe. “You can do any-
thing as long as you don’t open
that box. Some artists see it as a
challenge. They're going to want
to see how far they can go before
having their knuckles rapped.” '

- The structure of aris ﬂmding
in Hong Kong gives the govern-
ment enormous patronage and
control. In the 1998-7 financial
year it spent HEK$1,609.31m
(£129m) on the arts — more per

large sculpture ofil

..‘u

Hong Kong Pnnorama. this ncryln: palntlng by Ben Johnsnn was commiss
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Andrew Clark discusses the cultural 1mphcat1,ons of the handover to China
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capita than anywhere ‘in the~
world except Germany. Most of
the money is dispensed through
direct grants, a system that
raises the spectre of censorship
under Chinese rule. Through the
urban and regional councils, the
government controls all the main
theatres and concert halls. After
June 30, decision-making will be
in the hands of people who owe

their nllegxance to Befjing, who

have made it their business not
to rock the boat.

Inevitably, those with a stake
in the arts are speculating
whether Hong Kong's cultural

infrastructure will be respected.

China’s handover celebrations
offer some reassurance. The new
administration has commissioned
a aymphuny from Tan Dun and
organised a concert by Chinese
musicians working in western
orchestras. “That says something
about their commitment to west-

‘ern classical tradition”, says -

Richard Pontzious, founder-direc-
tor of the Aslan Youth Orchestra

and a former professor at thar“-
-“Shanghal conservatoire. “The

“idea that there is a great barrier
between oriental and ‘western
music is false. Western music is
as much part of Asian cullure as
noodles.”

For evldence you uecd only

T T 5 oV A LR i
ipols nr"taha mnnhar of symphony '
orchestras in Chinese cities and
the popularity of western opera.
‘On that basis, it would seem that -
institutions like the Hong Kong
Academy for Performing Arts -

.where western and Chinese tradi-,
tions are given parallel emphasia
= have an untroubled horizon.

The companies with most to fear.

‘are those which have not local-
iued their outlook or personnel.
“The Hong Kong Philharmonic
is a prime example. Iis senior
management is British, and half
jts musicians are foreign. Its con-
ductor, David Atherton, is seen
as remote. Aithough playing

gtandards have risen considera-\;
bly since it went full-time in 1975,

‘the orchestras concerts are

pourly attended. By contrast the -
15-vear old Hong Kong Chinese

Orchestra - an ethnic-instrument
ensemble wh.ig:h has developed,
-like its counterparts in mainland
China, under the influence of .
,weate,rn w'mphanic tradition -
‘has a strong following. '
“Thsg Hong. Kong ‘public doean‘t
'_I’eel proud of the Philharmonic in
the way it does about the Hong
Kong Chinese Orchestra, because
the Philharmonic doesn't sell
itself properly;” says Henry Shek,
‘a US-trained Chinese conductor. .
“The danger is that, after a few

FER aE R WAl ol 24 S .
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years, yau ght get an ‘officlal
from Beijing guestioning why we -
need to amnd 50 much money
‘feeding foreign musicians and a
conductor, “who brings in all his
friends. , ot make do with
for {gn m:cheatraa” This is the
?i thing being discussed.””
Hung ‘Kong has indeed prwed “entirely through commercial
a lucrative market for touring sponsorship. why can't Hong
ensembles, gspecia]ly during the *
~ Hong Eong Arts Festival. Orches- ~the booming business world of
trag from ‘Europe and North China's special economic zone?
America are a big draw, and in’
the absence of aresident English- ciate Hong Kong culture with
langliage theatre company, visi- Canto-pop [a hybrld of western
(tors like the Royal Shakespeax"é ‘and Chinese 'pop music] and
Company maka a huga impN:L ., j guumet food,” says Tseng Sun-

Ak B, w PARFETITes L2 et BT
rwould malte equal sense for the
Hong Kong Philharmonic to
repeat programmes in Guang-
zhou (formerly Canton), Shen-
zhen and Foshan, the newly-rich
cities across the bqrder in Guang-
dong province. If Shanghai: can

| presence sufrars a 'exchange, they're amazed how‘
| sharp drop after the lively and well-supported the
handover,
ensembles will continue to fiud & up with each other.” * .

welcome in Hong Kong. In the  In financial terma the chinesd

long term, however, most wem-  have the most catching-up to do.

" fund its latest Carmen production_

" “At present, most Chinese asso- |

man, head of Radio Television
‘ven if, as ss m:ely Hong Kong's classical music
++ the British’ c\utural‘ channel. "Whenevar we have an

\nna;zn:t’.-rnr scene is here. We need to cat.ch-'-

- HDS OO A 1)
-westarn culture. fur them. “weat—
ern” means “modern”, People in
Hong Kong, by contrast, are
reluctant to open up to China,
because they are nervous about
Beijing’s intentions.

~ That attitude has Inhibited
‘Hong Kong artists and collabora-
‘tlon with Chinese companies is

_ rare. One of the few to take the
Kong arts companies profit from .

plunge is Willy Tsao, director of
the Hong Kong contemporary
dance group CCDC. Invited in
1987 to work with the Guangdong
‘Modern Dance Company, he sub-
sequently became its director -
on condition that he agreed to
avoid stage nudity and any refer-
,,ua to the Tiananmen protests.
" Tsao argues that by working in
Chlna Hong Kong artists can
help break barriers and contrib-
ute to ‘the spread of liberal val-
ues. “From July 1, there will be a
lot of possibilities to influence
tha situation - but it depends on
how, willing Hung Kong artists

. bers of the Hong Kong arts rom- Members of the hard: -worked are to communicate with China.
"1 munity foresee greater emphasis wGuangzhou Symphony Orchéstra I we adopt 2 defensive attitude,
on contacts with mainland are paid the alent of HK$70  thinking the Chinese are coming
‘China.’ There is' acnpe ‘for a week —»qner‘pt}x:‘ t of what to destroy our'way of life, there's
I two-way traffic. Hong'Kong s . their co § in the Hong not much chance. But if we are

‘the process of radiscoverhag tra
.ditional Chinese art, and ha: Yet

to embrace leading Chinese com-

panies like the Beijing- based
National Orchestra of China. It

‘ Slavelog?d. @@% 8&&%&5 i3 .., oy

“Kong Phﬂﬁarmonia ﬁa.'m for just open-minded, reason with them,
20 hours' wm-k. 1In'terms of uut-- ‘explain our. valued system of

look, however, the balanca tips - expmﬁsion ‘then T believe China
the other way. 'Ihecnmmhaﬁ will change <taster than we
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END OF HON

G KONG'S EXPERIMENT?

< Britain's Qut And Beijing's In: Midnight June 30

By Adrienne Fox and Daniel J. Murphy

Investor's Bysiness Daily

July 1, 1997, is a certainty.
Whﬁf, comes after that for

Hong Kongis not.

The date has been circled on Hong .
Kong calendars Since 1898, when Brit---

ain took out a 9543 f\Fag oy Hong.

Kong from China. In little more than-a

week, Beijing gets the colony back.

First of two parts

The gquestion on everyone’s mind,
»oth in Hong Kong and around the
vorld, is whether communist China will
ing an end to the island’s unique free-
narket experiment. Over the years, the
WO economies have become increas-
suggesting to
ome that Beijing will leave the prosper-

1gly interdependent,
usisland’s economic policies intact.

T

ider until his death earlier this year.

Under British control, Hong Kong

came a free-market mecca,

The small crown colony — only
out a fifth of the size of Delaware —
atinely tops the list of the most

~

Political freedoms are another mat-

As part of the 1984 Sino-British Joint
leclaration treaty, China promised to
ave Hong Kong’s laws alone for 50
Aars, except in matters of foreign
Jlicy and defense. It is the principle of
me country, two systems” cham-
oned by Deng Xioaping, China's

Trade Relations
Economic integration between
Hong Kong and China is well
under way

S8 7o china. -

120

[ Re-exported goods fhrough
Hgg Kong in billons _ |

O
‘91
: Hong Kong Census & Statistics

economically free countries in the
world. Economists say that has contrib-
uted to its enormous prosperity over the
past decades, despite its lack of natural
resources.

Location has also played a key role.
Hong Kong is a gateway for trade and
business between the East and West.

Hong Kong boasts one of thg most
competitive business climates in the
world. It has no sales tax or capital
gains tax. Corporate profits are taxed at
a flat rate of 16.5%. And Hong Kong
treats foreign companies the same as
native ones.

As a result, Hong Kong has enjoyed
enormous. prosperity. ‘Gross domestic

product has grown at an average annual
rate of 5% over the past decade. It is
now the world’s eighth-largest trading
economy.

Hong Kong's 6.3 million people
enjoy a high standard of living, with
per-capita annual income of $24,282 —
higher than that in the UK. and
rivaling the U.S.

Unemployment in Hong Kong was
only 2.6% last year.

Hong Kong’s high living standard
comes with a price, however. Housing
prices are soaring, with rents of some
luxury apartments doubling each year.
Commercial property rates are the
highest in the region, forcing many
manufactufers to look elsewhere.

China’s adoption of an “open-door™
policy af the end of the 1970s — the ﬁ_rst
stage of its acceptance of foreign
investment — made the mainland a
promising new market for Hong Kong
businesses,

Since then, cross-border trade and
investment have boomed.

Hong Kong is by far the largest
mvestor in China. The island’s firms
have poured more than $250 billion into

the mainland to date, accounting for
two-thirds of China’s total foreign

investment and one-third of its foreign
exchange earnings.

The mainland offers cheap land and
labor and an abundance of natural :

resources for barren Hong Kong. The
' Continued on Page A30
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colony brings expertise in services,
technology, management, marketing
and finance to the partnership.

China is Hong Kong's largest trading
partner, accounting for more than a
third of the colony’s total trade. After
Japan, Hong Kong is the mainland’s

largest partner, making up 16% of -

China’s total trade flows,

Hong Kong has also become a
conduit for trade to and from China.
About 60% of goods that leave China
pass through Hong Kong. And 42% of

goods enter China via the same-route.

These re-exports reached $152° billion

* last year, 2 6.6% increase from 1995.

“Goods get rputed through Hong
Kong, because it’s the line of least
resistance,” said Michael Englund, chief

. economist at MMS International in San
* Francisco. “China is not going to wani

: tolose that advantage »

The US. economic interest in a

{ smooth handover is also immense.

American firms have invested 813
billion in Hong Kong. Of the more than
1,000 U.S. companies in Hong Kong,
about 200 have made Hong Kong their
Asia-Pacific headquarters, according to
the Hong Kong Economic and Trade
Office in Washington.

And, after China, the US. is the
largest importer of Hong Kong goods,
buying $8 billion worth Jast year.

Because of its prominence as a major

& trading center in Asia, Hong Kong's

service sector has led its growth. Services

: accounted for 84% of GDP in 1995, up
i from 67% in 1980 Meanwhile, man-
' ufacturing dropped from 24% of GDP
“in 1980 to about 9% in 1995. Much of
 that production migrated to the Guang-

dong province in southern China in

~ search of cheaper land and labor.

Economic cooperation between Hong
Kong and China, however, has not been
matched politically.

The British introduced representative
government to Hong Kong in 1985, At
that time, limited direct elections were
held. But further changes proposed and
adopted early this decade by Gov. Chris
Patten left the Chinese government
steaming, China responded with a
promise to dissolve Hong Kong’s Legis-
lavo Council at the transfer of sover-
eignty.

Inits place, China al réady has set up a
provisional legislature, The body will
serve less than a year — when promised
elections are held.

That legislature has sparked concerns.

When the Beijing-appointed Selection
Committee met 10 choose lawmakers for
the body in December, it picked 5] of its
own for the 60-member body. Hong
Kong pro-democracy leader Martin Leo
denounced the process as illegal.

Less than two weeks ago, the legis-
lature voted 10 Jet police bar demonstra-
tions once the: handover becomes
effective July 1.

Early this month, news dispatches
revealed that China plans to swear in the
contro2rsial new legislature while dig-
nitaries from around the world look on,
The plan is a bid to lend the controver-
sial ceremonies an ajr of international
approval,

But the US. contingent, Jed by
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright,
has re‘used 1o attend the swearing-in
cervinony.

“The Chinese don't think it’s ham-
handed at all.” Rep. Chris Cox, R-
Calif’, told /8D,

Cox, leader of the U S. congressional
delegation, added that the Chinese
congratulate themselves for the self-

ong Kong’s Experiment?

tx:estraint they claim to have shown so
ar,

Not all the political news is disturb-
ing, though.

In late 1996, shipping magnate Tung
Chee-hwa was chosen to be the first
chief executive of Hong Kong following
the Chinese takeoyer. Hong Kong's new
chief justice will be Andrew Li Kwok-
nang, a respected lawyer not thought to
be pro-Beijing.

The international community praised
the choice of Tung. Educated in Britain,
with 10 years’ experience in the U.S.,
Tung won plaudits for his plans to keep
21 of 23 ministers on board after the
transfer. -

Tung, though, may become an issye
himself, He recently warned Hong Kong
against becoming a base for destabiliz-
ing China. While Tung has promised (o
permit Hong Kong residents Lo continue
commemorating the 1989 Tiananmen
Square massacre, he urged fellow resj-
dents to move beyond the bloody event,
in which the Chinese army killed thou-
sands of pro-democracy demonstrators,
Tung's urging drew an angry response.

Moreover, news of this year’s Tianan-
men remembrance, which drew an
estimated 50,000 people, had local Hong
Kong officials ordering g “Pilldr_of

Shame” statue — which depicted a
tangle of massacred students — pe tiaken
down right after the Jupe 4 vigil,

At this point, it’s too early (o (ell
whether the Chinese government can
maintain the “one country, two sys-
tems™ balance with Hong Kong.

“Too many people are treating this as
an event,” said Nicholas Lardy, China
scholar at the Brookings Institution in
Washington, “It’s a process. [ wonld say
(it will take) three to five years before we.
really know what the long-term progno-
sis is going to be.” 2



By Lily Miak and Baby Sung

ORE than
55,000 people
flocked to Vie-
toria Park last

night to honour victims of
the Tiananmen crackdown,
in a pre-handover show of
defiance to China.

Amid the sea of candles
and the largest turnout to
such a vigil since 1992,
Hong Kong Alliance in Sup-
port of the Patriotic Demo-
cratic Movement in China
chairman Szeto Wah de-
livered a eul for those
who died at the hands of
People’s Liberation Army
troopsin 1989,

““Tonight, we are again
using sparks of candlelight,
S!)hcﬁf. idified drops of tears, to
rémember vy and to
mourn you,” Mr Szeto said.

“With this sea of light,
wave of tears, we caress the
wronged souls of yours that
have yet to be righted, we
embrace |
yours that remain to be
m}m d'-n .

He reiterated the al-
liance's demands that jailed
dissidents be rel the
1989 pre-democracy move-
ment be vindicated, those
responsible for the crack-
down be held accountable
and China’s dictatorship be
replaced by democracy.

Mr Sze to said there would
be a day when the alliance
could place a wreath before
the Monument to People's
Heroes in Tiananmen

uare to moumn the dead.

“With anly 27 davs re-
maining’ before the hand-
gvea‘, here are sill over

5,000 people joining us
tonight. It lljsl eiflidentgmat
Hong Kong c!Jt’:t:aple do not

fear,” he sai
Alliance standing com-
mittee mmember eung

Man-kwong said candlelit
vigils would be held after
the handover untl the
crackdown was redressed.

“Even if the alliance is
outlawed and oppressed
after 30 June 1997, we will
continue the s le with
our compatriots in Hong
Kong every Jjune 4 in
Victoria Park and continue
to light the candle for
Chinese democracy,"

He said police had been
advised of 2 pro-democracy
march to be held at 3 pm
on 1 July. The Chief Execu-

the aspirations of -

tive’s Office has said all
demonstrations between 1
and- 9 July would be con-
sidered illegal if police had
not been notified before-
hand.

Democratic Panz chair-

man Martin Lee Chu-ming
pledged to continue attend-
mg June 4 vigils after the
handover.
"1 will certainly come
next year: This is to give a
message to the Chinese
leaders that Hong Kong
people still want the verdict
on the 1989 movement to
be pleversed from counter-
revolutio to. patrictic,”
Mr Lee 5;? P-

The eight-metre-high
“Pillar of émme" s?:(gad
near a replica of the Monu-
ment to People’s Heroes
and the “Goddess of
Democracy™ in the park.

The pillar’s Danish sculp-
tor, Jens Galschiot, said last
night’s demonstration was
particularly égeci'al because
it told the Chinese govern-
ment that Hong Kong

ople wanted to retain
their freedom,

Late last night, members
of the Hong Kong Univer-
sity Students” Union took
the pillar 1o Hong Kong
University, where they want
it displayed on the campus
podiuin, but were refused
admittance.

Carried on a fwo-tonne
truck, the statue arrived at
the 'university's rear en-
trance in University Drive at
12.15 am. Security staff said
the university estate office
had miled the statue woruld
cause danger because of its
size. Early today about 500
students, sometimes singing
and chanting, remaine
massed outside the en-
trance, while representa-
tives tried to negotiate with
the security staff.

After the vigil in Victoria
Park, students and mem-
bers of the April Fifth Ac-
tion Group marched to
Xinhua headquariers in
Happy Valley, Chanting
slogans, they left peacefully
after several minutes,

In: Macau, a candlelight

vigil drew about 300 mostly

;oung_ people - last night.
ro-Beijing neighbourhood

associations held a chil-

dren’s dance show nearby.
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Thousand points of light: With the Pillar of Shame glowing in tha

Parents march to let democracy’s light shine on their children

By Maureen Pao

THEY came in a seemingly endless siream to Victoria
Park, both in remembrance and in defiance, despite the
threat of lashing rains that had punished the territory
earlier in the day.

Like the torch burning on stage, parents hoped to kee
the fire of democracy burning by passing on their beli
Lo their children. '

“The events of June 4 are like a needle in my heart,”
Wong Yiuchuen said, amid a sea of flickering candles
held aloft by the 55,000 people at the last vigil before the
handover to mourn those killed in Tiananmen Square.

Every year since 1989, Mr Wong, a transport worker,
had come to the park with his wife and their children.

background, the crowds In Victoria Parks raise candies in remembrance of those killed eight years ago in Beljing.  PICTUREBY JELLY TSE

“"This is a part of Chinese history, and we cannot forget

it,’” Mr Wong said, adding that he had given his son

newspaper arficles about the June 4 crackdown.

But like many others, Mr Wong was unsure about the
future: I don’t really know what will happen (after the
handovyer). This is a place of law. We have to see how (the
incoming government) will change the law.™

At times, the chanting of slogans such as “Long live

democracy, long live human rights, long live freedom™
thundered throughout the park, while at others, the
crowd sang with one, strong voice.

The Pillar ?’{ Shame tose majestically above the crowd,
spotlights highlighting its haunting faces.

Mrs: Chan, a lawyer, had been to four other vigils but
this was the first with her two daughters, aged 2 and 4.

“I want them to see, expérience this because it is
probably the last time,” she said. ’

“Many people didni’t come to commemorate June 4,
but to show, with our presence, our feelings about the
future of Hong Kong, to show the people in authority that
we treasure our freedom.” o !

ackson Ho, 30, brought his three-yearo ter,
Wgngdwmg, to the vigil b‘ghéause he wanted hcf'%ow
about democracy'.

He was disappointed by Chief Executive-designate
Tung Chee-hwa’s recent call for people to drop their
‘gune 4 baggage“. “He cannot suppress opinions (and)
ideas of citizens,” Mr Ho said.

*My daughter is too young now," he said. “But I will
explamn it all to her later.""
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An anmual ongil was held for demanstrator
' killed in an attack by China’s military. The
memorial came only 27 days before China
recovers Hong Kong from Britain.

By RAYMOND CHOW
The Associated Press

C‘\ :
~ HONG KONG - Defying their
future ruler’s appeal to put the past
to rest, tens of thousands of people
squeezed into a Hong Kong park
Wednesday to commemorate -
perhaps for the last time - the
anniversary of China's attack on
pro-democracy demonstrators in
Tiananmen Square. -

In Beijing, plainclothes police
kept close watch on the square as
tourists posed for pictures, but
there was no sign of protest at the
site where the army gunned down
democracy protesters on June 4,
1989. Hundreds, if not thousands,
were killed.

Candles lit up the darkness
Wednesday night in Hong Kong's
annual vigil for the slain demon-
strators, a memorial that came only
27 days before China recovers
Hong Kong from Britain. China has
given no guarantee such rallies can
be repeated, and many in the

Protest ,

Continued from page C 1

arrested Bao, who is Christian, on
June 3, 1994, before he could
attend a prayer service to mourn
the victims of the 1989 attack.

Another dissident,  Shen
Liangging, called on Beijing to
investigate the crackdown.

In Tokyo, several Chinese pro-
testers led by Wu'er Kaixi, a
prominent exiled dissident, scuf-
fled with police outside the Chinese
Embassy in Tokyo. Police blocked
a driver who fried to ram a row of
police vehicles. Two arrests were
reported.

Hong Kong democrats say they
will organize a rally every year
until China reverses its verdict that

crowd felt this may be their last
chance to honor the dead.

The peaceful protest was a strik-
ing act of conscience by a public
often accused of just being interest-
ed in making money and not annoy-
ing China.

Demonstrators cut across many
divisions - youngsters in blue
jeans, old women in buttoned-up
smocks, prosperous men in ties,

blue-collar workers and families

with children. All clutched white
candles. ‘
Organizers claimed 55,000 peo-
ple took part, well above past ral-
lies. Police refused to give an esti-
mate. _ ‘
In one of the few open acts of

defiance in China on this anniver-

sary, a Chinese human rights cam-
paigner emerged unrepentant from
three years of forced labor
Wednesday and vowed to organize
an independent political party,

Bao Ge, now 33, was a co-
founder of the Shanghai-based
Voice of Human Rights. Police

' Sec PROTESTERS, Page €2

the Tiananmen movement was
“counterrevolutionary,” and
declares the crackdown a mistake.

Such demands pose a critical test
for China's tolerance and its
promises not to tamper with Hong
Kong’s freedoms.

Tung Chee-hwa, the China-
approved leader of Hong Kong'’s
incoming autonomous government,
has promised to uphold those free-
‘doms. But he says Hong Kong resi-
dents should put Tiananmen
behind them and concentrate on
making reunification with -China
work.

He has also ordered a rollback of
some civil liberties to show China
that Hong Kong will not be a base
for subverting the ruling Commu-
nist Party. China views the whole
Tiananmen Square democracy
movement as subversive. '

A Hong Keng resideut takes o phato.o the Pillar of Shame, a bronze stat-

ue by Danish sculptor Fens Galschiot erected in Victoria Park, where a
candlelight vigil was held in remembrance of the military crackdown of

pro-democracy students.

| _ ]
;l;t:iﬂ%w demonstrators jostle with Japanese police officers in front of the Chinese Embassy in Tokyo on
Wednesday.

City Hall approved this year’s
rally at Victoria Park, including a
controversial three-story high
sculpture called “the Pillar of
Shame.” The massive sculpture,
dramatically lit Wednesday night,
depicts twisted bodies with ago-
nized faces.

However, City Hall has refused a
request to display the sculpture
during the July 1 handover extray-
aganza of fireworks and banquets.

“Why should we let demonstra-
tors blemish the handover celebra-
tions?” columnist Cai Heping asked
Wednesday in Ta Kung Pao, a
China-funded Hong Kong daily
newspaper. '

The stage for Wednesday night’s
rally was adorned with a banner
saying “Struggle to the end,” and a
famous photo of a protester stand-
ing alone in front of a tank in 1989.
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Pillar of Shame

Legislator Tsang Kin-shing, left, supervises the erection of the

Pillar of Shame, a bronze statue b

chiot, to mark the military crackdown of a pro-democ

dent movement in Beijing in June
ria Park on Tuesday. |

y Danish sculptor Jens Gals-
: ocracy stu-
1989, at Hong Kong's Victo-




elghth anniversary of the June 4, 1988 Tlananmen Square erackdo wn;

Storm clouds hover ahove the Tsim Sha Tsul promenade in Hong Kong on Wednesday as heavy rain doused the territoty on the

David Paul Morris/Asla Times

A rallying cry for remembrance

HONG KONG
Associated Press

Crowds poured into a park on Wednes-
day night for Hong Kong’s annual can-
dle-lit memorial to China’s slain
democracy protesters, amid uncertainty
about whether the ritual can survive
China’s July I takeover.

The rally is the last under British rule
i commemoration of the June 4, 1989
crackdown on demonstrators at Tianan-
men Square in Beijing. Organizers said
they expected the tmrmout to be higher
than the usual 30,000 to 40,000.

THE JAPAN TIMES
(Tokyo)

97, 6.-8

The organizers said many people
believed it was their last ¢hance to honor
the hundreds, possibly thousands, killed
in the military onslaught ight years ago.

But the pro-democtacy camp plans to
stage the rally again next\vear, posing a
critical test for China ahd the semi-
autonomous government it has approved
for Hong Kong. ‘

The stage was adorned with a banner
saying “Struggle to the end”, and a
famous photo of a protester standing
alone in front of a tank in 1989,

“We will be here every year until the
Chinese government recognizes it was

wrong," said Wang Degao, a 69-year-old
retired seaman who was selling books
about the Tiananmen blood bath.

There has been no outright threat to
ban fucure commemorations, but future
leader Tung Chee-hwa is urging the
public to put Tiananmen Square behind
it and focus on making the change of

sovereignty a success. City Hall licensed

this year’s rally and its highlight, 1 three-
floor-high sculpture featuring twisted
bodies, The Pillar of Shame, sculpted by a
Danish artist, was unveiled at Victoria
Park on Tuesday, '

Hong Kong ¥
students display
‘Pillar of Shame’

HONG KONG (AP) A sculpture
honoring democracy demon-
strators slain in China in June
1989 has found a temporary
home at a Hong Kong univer-
sity, student leaders said Sat-
urday. | _ "

The 8-meter-high “‘Pillar of
Shame,” by Danish sculptor
Jens Galschiot, depicts 50
painfully twisted bodies, It
was shipped to Hong Kong for
the British colony’s annual
commemoration of the June 4
military crackdown in
Beijing,

Hundreds, possibly thou-
sands, of people died when the
army shot its way into
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square.

Many Hong Kong people
supported the demonstrators.
China says the movement
was a “counterrevelutionary
rebellion,’”” and those who
took part were criminals.

The issue is politically sen-
sitive in Hong Kong: .

City Hall permitted a de-
mocracy group to exhibit the
statue in a downtown park at
Wednesday's June 4 com-
memoration vigil, but nixed
attempts to exhibit it citywide
over the summer,

A FLOWER rests at the base of the controversial “Pillar of
Shame" statue during Wednesday's candlelight vigil in Hong
Kong's Victoria Park. reurerrHoto
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hattle to erect Pillar of Shame

By Enoch Wong
ANGRY University of Hong
Kong  studemts  have

launched an assault on
college heads after the con-
uoversial Pillar of Shame
statue was banued from
being erected on camptis,
In a showdown with uni-
versity vice-chancellor
Chen Yiu<hung today,
scudent leaders will tell him
the statue must go up.
“We are not going 0
seck approval from him on

the subject. We totally have '~

the might to erect the Pillar
of Shame anywhere inside
he campus,” HKU Sw-
dent Union vice-president

Linda Wong ui-hung
said. § ?
Danish  sculptor. Jens

Galschiot's creation lies in

sections in the college
grounds after it was taken

there by swdents from
Wednesday night's candle-
it Tiansnmen vigl in
Victoriu Park. =

Coliege heads refused w0
let students stand the two-
wnne copper work of art
on the campus’ podium
because LhaJ said it was too
heavy for the building to
support.

But students will chal-
lenge Prolessor Chen tof

ive them strong enough
safety reasons for the van.

They insist they have the
right to put it there as the
podium is “owned' by
their union.

The cightmetre  high
sculpture, inspired by thé
1989 Beijing crackdown,
was the focus of clashes

with police and college
guards as students wried to
getiton campus.

After three hours police
let the lorry carrying it
through the college gutes.
) HKU's Rupert  Chan
Kwan<an, director of its
external affairs office, de-
nied there were political
considerations behind the
refusal.

“Our university is politi-
cally neutral. ‘We tolerate
all strands of opinion.

“But our primary con-
cern: §s safety as the pillar is
1,800 kilograms and it may

be too heawy for the po-
dium,"” he said.

Regional =~ and . Urban
Councils have already ref-
used to allow it to be put on
public display.

Jwawue pegins brief stay as
thousands prepare for vigil

By Mary Ann Benitez
and Baby Sung

A GIANT sculpture rose in
Victorial Park yesterday for
tonight's commemoration
of the 1989 Tiananmen
Square bloodshed, as fu-
wure leader Tung Chee-hwa
said he would not allow a
similar crackdown in Hong
Kong to give demon-
strators “‘the pleasure of
becoming margTs',

The cightmetre “'Pillar
of Shame'" will take centre
stage at a candle-light vigil
expected to be attended by
40,000 people.

The pillar, a copper
sculpture of 50 bodies and
anguished faces piled on
each other — was unveiled
by Danish sculptor Jens
Galschiot.

The fate of the statue,
shipped in a container
from Taiwan after a week-
long delay, is unknown as
the Urban and Regional
councils have rejected re-
(Clucslts for it to rgxinain ml:

isplay at a public par
ungl {5 September, ¢

“You cannot kill a sym-
bol, The Urban Council
has difficulty understand-
ing this. You make it a
stronger symbol by censor-
ing it,” Galschiot said.

Organisers have been
told to remove the’ sculp-
tare at 11pm after the
70-minute vigil. .

Hong Kong University
officials are considering a
siudents' request for the
statue to DE dis;i»layed
there, but say it could not
happen immediately.

“It is a shame that there
is no place for a statue like
this to be displayed,” said
legislator Cheung Man-
kwong, .a leader of the

Hong Kong Alliance in
Support of Patriotic Demo-
cratic Movement in China,
which is organising to-
night's rally.

On the eve of the eighth
anniversary vigil, Mr Tung
said there would be no
crackdown on dissidents.

“1 am not going to give
all the people who demon-
strate the pleasure of be-
coming martyrs,’”’ he said
in a BBC interview.

On Monday he urged the
Ecoplc w set aside “‘the

agﬁf&;e“ of the
crackdown,

The Chicf Executive-
designate also denied yes-
terday there would be a
slow croston of  civil
liberties in Hong Kong due
to the pmr\mscd changes to
the Public Order and
Societies ordinances.

Meanwhile, pro-
democracy student activists
began their own observ-
ance of the June 4 anniver
sary with a torch race yes-
terday.

At least 100 students
from eight terdary instit-
utions ran with torches for

democracy from  their
campuses  to  Chater
Garden.

The Chinese govern-

ment  said  yesterday 1t
would have no direct say in
whether the annual June 4
demonstrations in Hong
Kong would be allowed
after the handover.

“As to what demon-

. strations will be held in

Hong Kong next year, that
is the junsdiction of the
government of the Hong
Kong Special Administrat-
ive Region (5AR)," foreign
ministry spokesman  Cui

" Tiankai said.

Chinese dissidents at
home and abroad, mean-
while, made a unified call
for Beijing to reassess the
June 4 verdict. _

A Chinese court yester-
day jailed labour activists Li
Wen-ming and  Guo
Baosheng for 8% years for
conspiring to subvert the
government.
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Democrat vow
‘to go quietly’

ANGELA LI

The PDemocratic Party has
promised to avoid radical ac-
tion at the Legislative Coun-
¢il building on July 1, sources
said vesterday.

The assurance was given
to the Chief Executive-
designate's office by party
jeader Martin Lee Chu-ming,
they said.

Last night, Mr Lee de-
clined to confirm the claim.

“Even if there were dis-
cussions on it, it is not [sup-

posed] to be made open.”

He was said to haveprom-
ised not to disrupt the provi-
sional legislature's first post-

handover meeting early on .

Yuly 1 after being swom in at
the Convention Centre.

Democrat Tsang Kin- .

shing had earlicr threatened
totie himself inside the Legeo
chamber on July 1 in protest
at the sacking of the elected
council,

Because of the threat of
protests, opinions have been
split among members of the
interim body as 1o whether
the meeting should be held at
the Convention Centre or the
Legco building.

Sources said China had in-
dicated it does not object to
the interim body meeting at
the Legco building, nor was it
necessary for the interim
body to *‘confirm” the ap-
pointment of judges before
they were sworn in.

The “‘confirmation” pro-

» The Frontier will meet Sec-
retary for Policy Co-ordina-
tion Michael Suen Ming-
yeung on Tuesday to discuss
proposals on the 1998 elec-
tion.

It is the [irst time the
group, which advocates full
democracy, has met officials
from the post-handover ad-
ministration. It is understood
the meeting was initiated by
Mr Suen.

Legisiator Leung Yiu-
chung said they would tell Mr
Suen they thought a fully
elocted legislature would be
best for Hong Kong.

Mr Suen is meeting the
Democratic Party today as
part of the two-week consulta-
tion on the electoral methods.

/ -9
cedure is now set to be includ-
ed in a Reunification Bill, to

iy tabled to the provisional

lepislature.

Mr Lee said some people
were hoping for radical ac-
tion. but others were not. He
said no formal decision had
been taken on July 1 plans.

Police Assistant Commis-
sioner Dick Lee Ming-kwai
dismissed suggestions it
would be more convenient
for security arrangements if
the provisional legislature
met at the Convention Cen-
tre extension on July L.

»Anywhere in Hong Kong
is safe. If they decide to hold
their meeting on the Peak, it
will he safe as well.”
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!gt:ormg future leader Tung Chee
hwa, at least 55.000 people last

night marked the f{inal pre-hand-
over anniversary of China's pros
democracy crackdown, .

The Chiel Executive-designate
nad urged Hong Kong to put the
“baggage of June 47 behind i In-
stead. people from all walks of life
looded Victoria Park vowing nevs
er (¢ lorpet the bluody events of
cight years agu.

Amid [ears that this might be
the last candlelight vigil allowed in
the territnry, they pledged to
matatain the fght for a vindica-
tion of the 1989 pro-democracy
movement and the release of the
jailed dissidents.

in front of theni, Chinese ehar-
acters over 2 huge stage declared:
Struggle to the end,

Szeto Wah, chairman of organ-
isers the Hong Kong Alliance in
Support of the Patriotic Demo-
cratic Movement in China, said:
“Eight years = 2,922 davs and
nights - have passed

“Tonight we are again using
sparks of zandlelight, solidified
drops of tears to remember vou
and w mourn you."

The vigii began at &, 30pmwith
sombre music and the laving of
wreath in memory of crackdown
vigtims killed in and around Tian-
anmen on June 4. 1989,

Next to the replica was a giant
seulpture, the Pitlar of Shame,
symbolising suffering from op-
pression

There was no sight, however, of
dissident Zhang Taisong, who had
earbier threatened tosel imselt on
fire in protesl a1t mainiand sup-
pression.

Organisers put the vrowd at
53,000, compured with 40,000
who turned our last year. The
police had po ¢stimate.

Mr Tung had said it was more
imporiant for peaple (o focus on
Hong Keng's immingnt reiurn 1o
Chinese rule. But his comments

i
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were altacked by rally orpanisers
4and participants.

In an emctive speech, Alliancs
execulive commitiec member
Cheung Man-kwong said: "Some
people sav thig 15 our last candle-
light vigil ., . the iast light for Chi-
nese democracy,

"“This is not true, The Alliance
will continue to hold a vigil in Vic-
1oria Park. If we hold on ta our
faith, the candlelight will stay [it

. there 15 no turning back."

Demoeratie Party chairman
Martin Lee Chu-ming said the
turnout showed people still want-
¢d the mamland verdict on (he
1989 movement w be reversed.

He huped commemorative ac-
livities would be aliowed to con-
tinue after the handover,

“Fhink it would be very wrong
for the future government 1o try 1o
stop peaceful demonstration of
this kind: 1 hope Mr Tung will not
do 1t he said,

Instead, Mr Lee urged the
handover leader 1o convinee Chi-
nese leaders to change i1s verdict
on the pro-demaocracy movement
if he wanted Hong Kong peopie to
set it aside in their memory.

Exiled mainland unjonist Han
Dongfang said the furnout was
“encouraging”, but wamed that
Hong Kong people should take
their Yate i thewr own hands and
continue the fight for greater de-
MmogTaCy,

Future pro-democracy astivi-
ties would face ingreasing pres-
sure. he claimed,

“Even nuw, the Government 18
IMposing pressures on activities
by the alliance and the pro-de-
mocracy camp,” he said.

“itisceriainby possibie that the
new gavernment will continueg (o
tnierfere with acuivities of this
kind after the handover.™

By Chan Sing
ACTIVITIES commemor-
aung the Tiananmen

Square crackdown will con-
tunuc after 1997 if Hong
Rong remains a free so-
ciety, Governor Chris Pat-
ten says.

“You can’t stop people
thinking as Lhe}}? [30 Pi_n
Hong Rong," he said yew
rerday. .

“You can't stop pecple
having the same passions
and feelings as they do in
Hong Kong." . T

Mr Patien described the
Victoria Park vigil on
Wednesday 2s “an example
of Hong Kong's heart”.

He said the rally was
“dignified and moving”.

“I can't belicve that
these dignified occasions
won't happen sgain in the
future.”

Morc than 55,000 prople
flocked 10 Vicioria Park o
honour the victitg in the
1989  Tiananmen cracks
down, filling all six play

grounds  with  lighted
candles.
Concarmning the contro-

versial ""Pillar of Shame”,
which beuare the prime
attractisg of  this year's
commemuranon, Mr Pat
ten said he was not regpon=
sibie for it installzdon,
But he believed many
Hong Kong peuple felr the
sculpture was a way of
commemeorating 2 signifi-
cant historical event.

June 4 passion ‘will live on’

In a reaction to Chief
Executive-designate Tung

" Chee-hwa's ¢all for Hong

Kong people to drop the
"baggage of June 4", Mr
Patten said: “If you are
governing a community it
15 important that vou do
everything vou can 10
understand  what s in
people's hearts.”

The Governenr said he
believed Hong . Kong
people would like 1o see
the 1989 Tiananmen inci-
dent redressed, Uke the re-
assessment of the April §
Incident in 1976, when
authorities clashed  with
people in  Tiananmen
Square who were trying to
honour the late Zhou
Enlai. ;
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‘ svigilinH
autho have refus

— Thousands of

mhﬁm mﬂmlay to protest
1989 Tianrn‘;mn

Square mhssacte, defying the
powu m%am
Korlg in than

sﬁmin black skies

in a candlelight

stands in front of the Pillar of Shame statue, which faces an uncertain future after

Kong to protest against the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre. Local
to let the Hong Kong Alliance put the sculpture on display for three
months, a period that would straddle the handover to China. Picrure: REUTER

Shortly after the v an,
tens of thousandu had | et
at the park. About&EOﬂUhuned
out for the vigil last year.

The organisers had hoped
for an impressive tumout to
demonstrate support for Hong
Kong's beleaguered pro-democ-
racy movement, which faces

extinction on July *

1 and tough restrictions on the
right to demonstrate,

utching candles protected

in jars, the crowd miustered in

front of a stage with giant loud-

speakers, singing along to rous-

ing protest songs to mark the
June 4 crackdown in which hun-
dreds of students are believed to
have died.
Democratie Party vice-chair-
man Szeto Wah told the crowd
the souls of those killed in

Tiananmen Square remained in
torment,

“The sea of lights, wave of
tears, we caress wronged
smﬂsafl;mum that have yet to be

Weemb:l‘meﬂ'ne irations

that have yet to be realised.” —
Sapa-AFP .
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Hong Kong won’t
forget Tiananmen

hﬂ‘m_ﬁ_

As Chinese takeover
looms, anniversary
vigil may be last one
By Raymond Chow

HONG KONG (AP) — Defying
their future ruler’s appeal to put the
pastlto rest, tms ?g ﬂml?%aandl{séof

e into a Hong Kong
pgrokp Wﬁe&d&y to commemorate
—perhapsforthelast time — the

anniversary of China's attack on
%mdemocracy demonstrators in

In ?a.imlothes polioe kept
dmmwfgr?chmg'o% the square but o
posed for pictures, em was no
sign of pmtested Mmm where the
army gunmn emocracy pro-
testers% June 4, 1989. Hundreds,
if not thousands, were killed.

Candles Il;itgk;ap ﬂll*? dﬂl;]glj:‘:
Wednes t in
annual dv&;igil for the slmn demon-
strators, a memorial that came only
27 days before China recovers Hong
Kong from Britain. China has giv-
en no gua:antae such rallies can be

f:‘ ]; this be their last chance to

hopor the

was a striking
act ofconscienogg;rapubﬁn often
accused of just being interested in

mldng money and not annoying

Demonstmtms cut across many
divisions — youngsters in blue jeans,

7 pa—.

and many in the crowd

PAGE

AP phota

An unidentified woman
holds a candle during a
vigli Wednesday in Hong
Kong marking the anniver-
sary of Tiananmen Squars.

old women in buttened-up smocks,
p men in ties; blue-collar
workers and families With children.
All clutched white candles,
rs claimed 55,000

took part, well above past rallies, P
lice requed to give an aa-u:nate

In one of the acts of dea
fiance in China on anniv
a Chinese human rights nampmgn—

er emerged unrepentant from }i’pme
Please see HONG KONG, 11A




\Hong Kong remembers Tiananmen Square vic

‘B Demonstrators show Tiananmen

disregard for incoming
Communist regime,
HONG KONG (AP) — l%yhig

their future ruler’s appeal to put the
past to rest, tens of thousands of

people squeezed into a Hong Kong

park yesterday to commemorate —

perhapsrorthelmtime—-ﬂae‘

anniversary ol China's atiack on
Dro-democracy demunstmtom in

In Beijhg plainclothes police

came only 27 days before China

on the square as su . Many
in the crowd said that this might be.

their last chance to honor the dead.
The peaceful protest was a strik-

. ing act of conscience by a public

often accused of just being inter-

_atedlnmkimmoneyandmt
noying China, an-

The estimated 55,000 demonstra-
tors crossed many divisions —
ymngstemtnbhiejeans,oldwumen

in buttoned-up smocks, prosperous

men in ties, bluecollar workers and

families with children. All clutched

white candles,
Inanacto!deﬁancemﬂbinﬂ,n

vowed to organize an independent

political party.
Bao Ge, now 33, wasaco—tounder

of the Shanghai-based Voice. of Hu-
man Rights. Police arrested Bao,
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Hong Kong remembers Tiananmen Square

HONG KE!NG — Deﬂ,mg their
future ruler’s appeal to put the past
to rest, tens of thousands of people
squeezed into a Hong Kong park
Wednesday to commemorate —per-
haps for the last titne —the anniver-
sary of China's attack on pro-demogc-
racy demonstrators in Tiananmen
Square.

InBeijing, plalnclothespnlicekept
close wateh on the square astourists
posed for pictures. butthere wasno |
sign of protest at the site where the
arimy gunned down éemecraey pro-
testersJune 4.
thousands, were killed,

Candles lit up the darkness
Wednesday night in Hong Kong's
‘annual vigil for the slain demonstra-
tors, a memorial that came only
27 days before Chinarecovers Hong [
Kong from Britain.China has given
no guarantee such rallies can be
repeated, and manyinthe crow t
this may be theirlaistchanceto hon-
orthedead.

Thepeaceﬁﬂ protest was astriking
act of conscience by a public often
aceused of just being interested in
makmgmoney and nutannoymgﬂhl-
na . =
Demonstrators cul across many ‘AssOC
divisions —youngstersinblue jeans, A statue of the " s Demoocracy” is left on the ground
old women in buttotrlned—g{) smoﬁks milﬁa!i‘;“gm' igilin Hongml(ongs V'@I:t_iolia Park to markﬁl‘le agfggiversaxy
prosperous men in ties, blue-collar m crackdown on’ atTiananmen Square in 1
workers and famil ies with children. Sq
All elutched white candles. Inone of the few open acts of deﬁ- nizean mdependentpelmca] party.

Organizers claimed 55,000 people ancein China on this anmversary a BaoGe.now33 wasaco-founder of -
took part, much more than in past Chinese human rights campaigner the Shanghai-based Voice of Human
rallies. Poliee refusedto glvean esti- emergedfrom three years of forced Rights: Police arrested Bao, who is
mate. laborWednesdawand vowed toorga- Christian, onJune 3, 1994, before he

| could attend a prayer service fto

mourn themctxms of the 1989 attack.
Another dis__s;dent. Shen
Liangqing, called on Beijingtoinves-

tigate the crackdown.

“In Tokyo, several Chinese protest-

‘ers led by Wu'er Kaixi, a prominent
‘exiled dissident, s¢ ufﬂed with police
‘outside the Chinese Embassy in
“Tokyo. Police blocked a driver who

tried toram arow: of police vehicles.
Two arrests were reported.
-Hong Kong democrats saythey will

‘organize a rally every year until Chi-
na reverses its verdicet fhat the

Tiananmen movement was “counter

revolutionary,” and declares the

crackdown a mistake.

‘Such demands pose a critical test
forChina’s tolerance and its promis-
es not to tamper with Hong Kong's

freedoms.

Tung Chee-hwa, the China-

1 -appmved leader of Hong Kong’s
incoming autonomous government,

has promised fo uphold those free-
doms. But he says Hong Kong resi-

| dentsshould put Tiananmen behind
& them and concentrate on making
| reunification with China work.

He has also ordered a rollback of

| some civil liberties to show China
Bl thatHong Kongwill notbea base for
: subverimg the ruling Communist

Party.Chinaviews the whole Tianan-

men Square demecracy movement
‘assubversive.

City Hall approved thisyear's ral-

'ly at Victoria Park, including a con-

troversial three-story high sculp-
ture called “the Pillar of Shame.”
‘The massive sculpture, dramatical-
ly lit Wednesday night, depiets twist-

ed bodies with agonized faces.

However, City Hall has refused a
request to display the sculpture dur-
ing the July 1 handover extravaganza
of fireworks and banguets.

“Why should we let demonstrators
blemish the handover Ccelebra-
tions?" columnist Cai Heping asked
Wednesday in Ta Kung Pao, a China-
funded Hong Kong daily newspaper.

The stage for Wednesday night's
rally wasadorned with a banner say-

ing “Struggle to the end,” and 2
Eamausphoto ofa pmtesterstandmg
alone in front of a tank in 1989,

“What we're doing here is against

‘the Communist Pary. They wont

allow s to do this, That's why many
people are here this time, because
it's the last time,” said Lam Ling-fat,
55, a travel agent.. '

Ashespaketoareporter hiscellu-
lar phone rang. It was his wife, beg-

ging him niot to let his face be seenon

TV sohe won't be arrested. Her argu-
ment did not deter him.

“T'll be: here every year. Every
parade, I will come,” he said. “When-
ever I read or think of’i‘lananmen
Square, I'ery, Evennow."

Prudence Wong, a 25-year-old eom-
puter programmerheadingtoa din-
ner party; did not attend the rally
because she felt it was futile. But she
wasn’t pessimistic.

“We have been suppressed under
colonial rule for so many years, and
still we managed to succeed,” she
said. “So why should I worry abotut
the future?” L=

‘who: is Christian, June 3, 1994; be-
fore he could attend a prayer ser-

vice to mourn the victims of the

1989 attack.
Hong Kong demiocrats said they

- will organize a rally every year un-
‘emerged
mdfmuedhhrysterdwand'

til China reverses its verdict that

the Tiananmen movement was

counterrevolutionary, and declares

the crackdown a mistake.

Such demands ‘pose a critical test
for China’s tolerance and its promis-
€5 not to tamper w_ith Hong Kong's
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““What we’re doins
here is against the
Communist Party.
They won't allow us
to do this ... it"s the
last time.”
LAM LING-FAT
Travel agent

o

freedoms.

Tung Chee-hwa, the China-ap—
proved leader of Hong Kong's in-
coming autonomous government,
has promised to uphold those free-
doms. But he says Hong Kong resi-
dents should put Tiananmen behind
them and concenirate on making
reunification with China work.

He also has ordered a rollback of
some civil liberties to show China
that Hong Kong will not be a base
for subverting the ruling Communist
Party. China views the whole Tian-
anmen Square democracy move-
meiit as subversive..

‘City Hall approved this year's ral-
l,yatVicmthark.lnnhmmgamn-
called The gamr L o
sculpture depicts twisted bodies

. with agonized faces.

“What we're doing here is against
the Communist Pari;y They won't
allow us to - i
many people are here this time,
because it's the last time," said Lam
ng-!at,ﬁ& auavelagent.l
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Thousands gathered Wednesday in Hon

L § 1
Hy

? Kong's Victoria Park to
commemorate the anniversary of the Chinese military crackdown

Square in 1989,

ANAT GIVON/Associsted Press

on a pro-democracy demonstration in Beijing’s Tiananmen

Thousands recall Tiananmen

W Many in Hong Kong fear
China will not allow any more
commemorations.

By RAYMOND CHOW
Associated Press O\

HONG KONG — Defying their future ruler’s
appeal to put the past to rest, tens of thousands
of people squeezed into a Ho g Kong park
Wednesday to commemorate — perhaps for the
last time — the anniversary of China’s military
attack on Tiananmen Square.

In Beijing, plainclothes police kept close
Watch on the square as tourists posed for pic-
tures, but there was no sign of protest at the site
where the army gunned down protesters on June
4, 1989. Hundreds, if not thousands, were killed.

Candles lit up the darkness Wednesday night
in Hong Kong's annual vigil for the slain demon-
strators, a memorial that came only 27 days be-

re China recovers:Hong Kong from Britain:
China has given 10 guaraniee such rallies can
be repeated, and many in the crowd said this
may be their last chance to honor the dead.
~ The peaceful Erotest was a striking act of con--
science by a public often accused of just being
g;l_t;arested in making money and not annoying

ina,

Demonstrators cut across many divisions —
youngsters in blue jeans, old women in but-

toned-up smocks, prosperous men in ties, blue-
collar workers and families with children. All
clutched white candles.

In one of the few open acts of defianice China
on this anniversary, a Chinese human rights
campaigner emerged unrepentant from three
years of forced labor Wednesday and vowed to
organize an independent political party.

‘Bao Ge, now 33, was a co-founder of the Shang-
hai-based Voice of Human Rights. Police arrest-
ed Bao, who is Christian, on June 3, 1994, before
he could attend a prayer service to mourn the
victims of the 1989 attack.

Another dissident, Shen Liangqing, called on
Beljing to investigate the crackdown,

In Tokyo, several Chinese protesters led by
Wu'er Kaixi, a prominent exiled dissident, scuf-
fled with police outside the Chinese Embassy in
Tokyo. Police blocked a driver who tried to ram
a row of police vehicles, Two arrests were re-
ported. _ ‘

Hong Kong democrats say they will organize a
rally every year until China reverses its vardict

that the Tiananmen movement was “counterrevo-

lutionary,” and declares the-crackdown a mistake. -

Such demands pose a critical test for China’s
tolerance and its promises not to tamper with
Hong Kong's freedoms.

Tung Chee-hwa, the China-approved leader of
Hong Kong’s incoming autonomous government,

as promised to uphold those freedoms, But he
says Hong Kong residents should put Tianan-

men behind them and concentrate on making re-
unification with China work.

He has also ordered a rollback of some civil
liberties to show China that Hong Kong will not
be a base for subverting the ruling Communist
Party. China views the whole Tiananmen Square
democracy movement as subversive,

City Hall approved this year's rally at Vietoria
Park, including a controversial three-story high
sculpture called “the Pillar of‘Shgm%.’;The mas-
sive sculpture,dramatically lit Wednesday
night, depicts twisted bodies with
faces.

However, City Hall has refused a request to
display the seulpture during the July 1 hand-
over extravaganza of fireworks and banquets,

“Why should we let demonstrators blemish
the hand-over celebrations?” columnist Cai
Heping asked Wednesday in Ta Kung Pao, a Chi-
na-funded Hong Kong daily newspaper.

“What we're doing here is against the Commu-
nist Party. They won't allow us to do this. That's
Why many people arehere this time, because it'’s
the lasttime,” said Lam Ling-fat, 55, a travel

agonized

agent.

As he spoke to a reporter, his cellular phone
rang. It was his wife, begging him not to let his
face be seen on TV so he would not be arrested,
Her argument did not deter him,

“T'll be here every year. Every parade, I will
come,” he said. “Whenever [ read or think of .
Tiananmen Square, I cry, Even now."
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China’s attack
in ‘89 marked
by Hong Kong

By Raymond Chow
Assoclated Prass Writer
HONG KONG — Defying their
future ruler's appeal to put the
pnst to rest, tens of thousands of
ple m:gmezed into a Hong
ng park Wednesday to com-
memorate — perhapn or the last
time ‘the anniversary of
China's attack on pro-democracy
dumonatrat.on in Tiananmen

In Beﬁing, plainclothes police
kept close watch on the square as
tourists posed for pictures, but
there was no sign of protest at the
site where the army gunned down
democracy protesters on June 4,
1989, Hundrada if not thounnds.
were killed.
~ Candles lit up the darkness
Wednesday night in Hong Kong's
annual vigil for the slain demon-
strators, a memorial that came
only 27 days before China recov-
ers Hong Kong from Britain.
China has given no guarantee
such rallies can be repeated, and
meny in the crowd felt this may
be their last chance to htmnr the

dud.

peaceful st was a
lt!'lking‘ act of conscience by a
public often accused of just bei
interested in mnldnx money an
not annoying China.

Demonstrators cuf  across
many divisions — youngsters in
blue jeans, old women in but-
toned-up smocks, prosperous men
in ties, blue-collar workers and
families with children.
clubched white candles.

rganizera claimed 55,000 peo-

r e tuok part, well above pnt ral-

ienéaPoliue refused to give an esti-
ma:

In one of the few open acts of
defiance in China on this anniver-
gary, a Chinese human rights
campaigner emerged unrepen-
tant from three years of forced
labor Wednesday and vowed to
or:“:;dn an independent pnntlcdl
p

Bao Ge, now 33, was a co-
founder of the ai-based
Voice of Human i
arrested Bao, whnh t’im,un
June 3, 195!# ‘before i.u’ could
attend a prayer service to mourn
thevmmofﬂle 1989 &

B &
investigate the cmekdowm
In 'l‘nkyo. marﬂ tlhmuu

gm mfud d!mdant. lcub
ed with pnlm outside t.he hi
nese Embassy in Tokye. Pol

a driver who tried to rm
a row of police vehicles. Two
arrests were

Hong Kong d-momu mr they

will o
until

nize a rally
hina ﬂwaraea ita ver ict
that the Tiananmen movement
was “counterrevolutionary,” and
daﬁl:mn the crackdown & mis-
take.

Such demands pose a critical
test for China's tolerance and its
%mmiaeu not to tamper with

ong Kong's freedoms. :

Tung Chee-hwa, the China-
approved leader of Hong Kong's

incoming autonomous govern-
ment, has promised to uphold
those freedoms, But he says ong
Kong residents shou d put

. Tiananmen behind them and con-

asked Wednesday

centrate on making reunification
with China work.

He also has ordered a rollback
of some civil libertiea to show
China that Hong Kong will not be
a base for suhvwﬁng the ruling
Communist hina views
the whole Tinnnnman Square
diammﬁy movement as subver-

ve,

City Hall approved this a
rally at Vir:turE: Park, mmﬂf
controversial three-story high
mﬂptum called “the
8h The massive sculpture,
H?nma%lmlly lit Wednesda
nighnt;,z dapim twisted bodies wi
ago

Ho\vwer, Gity Heall has raﬂmd
a request to display the scul
during the July 1 handover
extravaganza of fireworks and
banquets.

should we let demonstra-

tora blemiuh the hnndwer cela—
brations?” columnist Cai He IP

in Ta

Pao, a China- ﬂ.mdad Hong Kong

daily newspaper.
e stage for Wednesday

night's rally wnn adorned with a

“Struggle to the
end,” and a famous photo of a pro-
tester standing alone in front of &
tank in 1989,
“What we're doing here is
st the Communist Party.
won't allow ua to do this

banner eaying

j'I‘Iuﬂ:'n why many people are here

this ﬂme because it's the last

time," ni'd Lam Ling-fat, 55, a

A‘hﬂ kﬂtﬂl“ mrnhil
cellular phone rang. It was his
wife, begging himnnttolnthia

‘fm be'nuan tmTthn won't be

Her argument did not
datar
“I'l be hm every year. Em

gwhde. I will come,”
enever I read or think
Tmnamnm Square, I ery, E

Pmdanm ‘Wong, a ﬂﬂ-ymld
computerp_. T h'h’mnd to

WW a ]

rnlly hcluu she feltit was futile,
But she wasn't pesaimistic.

-
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ASSOCIATED PRESS | Vincent Yu

Thousands of candles light up Hong Kong'’s Victoria Park during a
vigil Wednesday to mark the anniversary of the military crackdown
on a pro-democracy student movement in Beijing's Tiananmen
Square in 1989. The memorial was held as Hong Kong entered Its
last month as a British colony, with many participants fearing that
such events will be banned under Chinese rule.

Hong Kong honors
victims of massacre

. HONG KONG (AP) — Defying
their future ruler’s appeal to put the
past to rest, tens of thousands of
people squeezed into a Hong Kong
park Wednesday to commemorate
— perhaps for the last time — the
anniversary of China’s attack on
pro-democracy demonstrators in
Tiananmen Square.

. In Beijing, plainclothes police
kept close watch on the square as
tourists posed for pictures, but there
was no sign of protest at the site
where the army gunned down
democraey protesters on June 4,

1989. Hundreds, if not thousands,

were killed.

Candles lit up the darkness
Wednesday night in Hong Kong’s
annual vigil for the slain demonstra-
tors, a memorial that came only 27
days before China recovers Hong
Kong from Britain. China has given

no guarantee such rallies can be

repeated, and many in the crowd felt

this may be their last chance to

honor the dead.

The peaceful protest was 4 strik-
ing act of conscience by a public
often accused of just being interest-
¢d in making money and not annoy-
ing China, . ‘

~ Demonstrators cut across many
divisions — youngsters in blue
jeans, old women in buttoned-up
smocks, prosperous men in ties,

blue-collar workers and families

with children. All clutched white
candles. g

Organizers claimed 55,000 peo-
ple took part, well above past rallies.
Police refused to give an estimate.

In one of the few open acts of
deﬂanca in China on this annwer
sary, a Chinese human rtghl;s cani-

paigner emerged unrepentant from

three years of forced labor

Wednesday and vowed to organize.

an independent political party.

Bao Ge, now 33, was a co-

founder of the Shanghai-based
Voice of Human nghts Police
arrested Bao. who is Christian, on
June 3, 1994, beforc he could attend

ASSOCIATED PRESS (Anat Givon

A statue of the “Goddess of Democracy” is left on the ground at the

end of a candlelight vigil attended by tens of thousands in Hong
Kong's Victoria Park Wednesday to mark the annivarsary of the mili-
tary crackdown on a pro-democracy student movement in Beijing’s

Tiananmen Square in 1989.

a prayer service to mourn the vic-
tims of the 1989 attack.

Another dissident, Shen
Liangqing, called on Beijing to
investigate the crackdown

In Tokyo, several Chinese pro-
testers led by Wu'er Kaixi, a promi-
ment exiled dissident, scuffled with
police outside the Chinese Embassy

in Tokyo. Police blocked a driver
who tried to ram a row of police

vehicles. Two arrests were teported.

Hong Kong democrats say they
will organize a rally every year until
China reverses its verdict that the
Tiananmen movement was “coun-
terreyolutionary,” and declares the
crackdown a mistake,

Such demands pose 4 critical test
for China’s tolerance and its promis-
es not 10 tamper with Hong Kong's
freedoms,

Tung Chee-hwa. the China-
approved leader of Hong Kong's
incoming autonomous government,
has promised (0 uphold those [ree-
doms. But he says Hpng}‘{ong resi-

dents should put Tiananmen behind
them and concentrate on making
reunification with China work.

He has also ordered a rollback of
some civil liberties to show China
that Hong Kong will not be a base
for subverting the mlmg Communist
Party. China views the whole
Tiananmen Square demacracy |
movement as subversive,

City Hall approved this year's
rally at Victoria Park, including a
controversial three-story high sculp-

ture called “the Pillar of Shame.”™

The massive sculpture, drammically
lit Wedncsday night, depicts twisted

bodies with agonized faces.

However, City Hall has refused a

‘heqm:st to display the sculpture dur-

ing the July 1 handover extravagan-
za of fireworks and banquets,
“Why should we let demonstra-
tors blemish the handover celebra-
tions?" columnist Cai Heping asked
Wednesday in Ta Kung Pao, a
China-funded Hong Kong daily

news;)aper
————
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JUNE 1989: A protester blocks a line of tanks heading east on Beijing's Cangan Boulevard June'5, 1989, The man was pulled away by bystanders,

1}Tervous Hong

Defying China’s words,

tens of thousands mark
Tiananmen Square attack

" 4 HONG KONG (AP) — Dty

their future ruler’s -a.pFeal to put
the past to rest, tens of thousands
of people s_cweczed into a Hong
Kong park Wednesday to com-
memorate — perhaps. for the last
time — the anniyersary of China’s
military attack on Tiananmen
Square. ' ]

_In Beijing, plainclothes police
kept close watch on the square as
tourists posed for pictures, but
there was no sign of protest at the
site where the army gunned down
democracy protesters on June 4,
1989. Hundreds, if not thousands,
were killed. '

Candles lit up the darkness
Wednesday night in Hong Kong’s
annual vigil for the slain demon-
strators, a memorial that came only
27 days before China recovers
Hong Kong from Britain, China
has given no guarantee such rallies
can be rcPeat-ed. and many in the
crowd felt this may be their last
chance to honor the dead.

The peaceful protest was a strik-
ing act of conscience by a public
often accused of just being interest-
ed in making money and not
annoying China. '

Demonstrators cut across many
divisions — youngsters in blue
jeans, old women in buttoned-up
smocks, prosperous men in ties,
blue-collar workers and families
with children, All clutched white
candles. , -

Organizers claimed 55,000 peo-

le took part, well above past ral-
ies. Police refused to give an esti-
mate.. il

~In one of the few open acts of
defiance in China on this anniver-
sary, a Chinese human rights cam-

paigner emerged unrepentant from

three years of forced labor
Wednesday and vowed to organize
an independent political party.
 Bao Ge, now 33, was a co-
founder of the Shanghai-based
Voice of Human Rights, Police
arrested Bao, who is g:hri‘stian, on
June 3, 1994, before he could
attend a prayer service to mourn
the victims of the 1989 attack.
Another dissident, Shen
Liangqging, called on Beijing to
i!ivest!lgate the crackdown.
In Tokyo, several Chinese pro-

‘testers led by Wu'er Kaixi, a promi-

nent exiled dissident, scuffled with
olice outside the Chinese
mbassy in Tokyo. Police blocked
a driver who tried to ram a row of
police vehicles. Two arrests were
reported.

Hong Kong democrats say they
will organize a rally every year until
China reverses its verdicl that the
Tiananmen movement was “‘coun-
terrevolutionary,” and declares the
crackdown a mistake. o

Such demands pose a critical test
for China's tolerance and its
%mmises not to tamper with Hong
ong's freedoms.

"Tung Chee-hwa, the China-
approved leader of Hong Kong's
incoming autonomous government,
has promised to uphold those free-
doms. But he says Hong Kong resi-
dents should put Tiananmen
behind them and concentrate on
making reunification with China
work. f '

He has also ordered a rollback
of some civil liberties to show Chi-
na that Hong Kong will not be a
base for subverting the ruling Com-
munist Party. China views the

Kong remembers

‘ g AR
ANNIVERSARY: Some of thousands hold candles and sing during a
vigil in Hong Kong's Victoria Park Wednesday to mark the anniversary
of the military crackdown in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square in 1989.

‘whole Tiananmen Square democra-
¢y movement as subversive.

City Hall ‘i&pmwcd this year’s
rally at Victoria Park, including a
controversial three-story high

sculpture called “the P

S! hﬂ;ﬂme.‘-"" The masﬁwe Sﬁulptm'e.
dramati

fcally lit Wednesday night,
depicts twisted bodies with ago-
nized faces.
However, City Hall has refused
a request to display the sculpture
during the July 1 handover extrava-
ganza of fireworks and banquets.
“Why should Ele let demonstra-
tors blemish the handover celebra-
tions?" columnist Cai Heping
asked Wednesday in Ta Kung Pao

ing alone in front of a tank in 1989.

‘“What we’re doing here is
against the Communist Party. They
won’t allow us to do this. That’s
why many pahPle are here this
time, because it's the last time,"
said Lam Ling-fat, 55, a travel
agent, o .

As he spoke to a reporter, his
cellular phone rang. It was his wife,
begging him not to let his face be
seen on TV so he won’t be arrest-
eﬂﬁ Her argument did not deter

Prudence Wong, a 25-year-old
computer programmer heading to a
dinner party, did not attend the ral-
ly because she felt it was futile. But

a China-funded ‘Hong KOD‘,SQ dai'l}“ she wasn’t pessimistic.

newspaper. ¢ °
The stage for Wednesday night’s
rally was adorned with a banner
saying “Struggle to the end,” and a
famous photo of a protester stand-

. ‘We have been suppressed
under colonial rule for so many
years, and still we managed to suc-
ceed,” she said. “So why should I
worry about the future?"”
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Hong I(ong mourns Tiananmen dead

M Days before they come under
Chinese rule, protesters crowd a
park in what might be their final
- Vgl for victims of the bloodshed

By RAYMOND CHow ()
The Assoclated Press ’

HONG KONG — — Defying their m

ture ruler’s appeal to put the past to.

rest, tens of thousands of people
squeezed into a Hong Kong park
Wednesday to commemorate — per-
haps for the Iast time — the anniver-

' China’s . 'y attack on
pm-demomcy forces in Tiananmen
Square,

In Beljing, inomthes police
kept close watcg square as
tourists posed for pmtures. but there
‘was no sign ofpxotbst at the site
where the army gunned down de-
mocracy pmteaters on June 4. 1989

wfé‘m ﬁgh‘:ﬂ e Kongs
il n Hong Kong's
annual vigil for the slain demonstra-
tors, a memorial that came only 27
days before China recovers Hong
Kong from Britain, China has. given
1o guarantee such rallies can be re-
peated, and many in the crowd felt
this might be their last chance to
honor the dead.

The peaceful protest was a strik-
ing act of conscience by a public
often accused of being interested in

ﬂkiﬂz money and not annoying

Demonstrators included young-
sters in blue jeans, old women in
buttoned-up smacks, prosperous
men In ties, blue-collar workers and
families with children. All clutched
mme candles,

izers claimed 55,000 people
took part, well above past rallies,
Police refused to give an estimate.

' In one of the few open acts of defi-
ance in China on this anniversary, a
Chinese human rights campaigner
emerged unrepentant from three
years of forced labor Wednesday and
vowed to organize an independent
political parfy

Bao Ge, now 33, was a co-founder
of the Shanghaibased Voice of
Human Rights, Police arrested Bao,
who is Christian, on June 3, 1994,
before he could attend a prayer sery-
ice to mowrn the vlcﬁms of the 1939
attack.
mgAnct:;tlﬁer dissid{;nt Shen

ed on Be to Vest e
the erackdown, ikt igat

Hong Kong democrats say they
will organize a rally every year
until China reverses its verdict that

the Tlananmen movement was
"'counterrevolutionary” and de:
clares the crackdown a mistake,
Such demands pose a critical test
for China’s tolerance and its prom:
ises not to tamper with Hong Knns"s
freedoms.
Tung Chee-hwa;, the China-
approved leader of Hong Kong's in-

‘coming autommouu vernment,

has pramised to uphhl those ﬁ'ea-

doms. But, he says, Hong Kong resi-

dents should put Tiananmen behind
them and concentrate on makir
reunification with Ch!na work.

He has also ordered a rollback of
some civil liberties to show China
that Hong Kong will not be a hase
for subverting the ruling Commun-
ist Party. China views the whole
Tiananmen Sguare democracy
movement as subversive.

City Hall approved this year's
rally in Vietoria Park, including a
controversial threestory high sculp-
ture called “the, iI!nr of Shame.”
It Wotneosar foted

¥ night d’eplcta twist
bodies with agoniz eﬁ

Hdweva City Hall has refused a
request to éiaplay the sculpture dur-
ing the July 1 handover extravagan-

za of fireworks and lmnquels

Protesters on Wednesday remember the pro-democracy victims killed In Beljing’s Tiananmen Sq
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Collag._e
to exhibit
Pillar of
Shame

GEN‘EYIEVE iU

Hong Kong University yes-
terday backed down and al-
lowed the Pillr of Shame to

be erected on campus. But it
‘wants the Sculptuw removed
n two weeks,

After meeting student
leaders, Vice-Chancellor Pro-
fessor Cheng Yiu-chung said
the sculpture, which com-
‘memorates victims of the
June 4 crackdown, could be
displayed provided safety
standards were met.

“We reneratetha freedom
of expression of the Universi-
ty of ongKongby any mem-
bers, includin J staff and stu-
dents. I must deny any allega-
tions agﬁmgt us that there has
been an auempt at political
censorship.” he said.

However, he recommend-
¢d the sculpture stand for
only two weeks, which would
mean it wwld be removed
jusL beftare the handover, He
smd that was the usual time
given to exhibits.
~ Student union external
vice-chaitman Linda Wong
Shm-hung Welmuwd the uni-
VETSILY's: compromlsc, but
said the two-week time limit
was unreasonable.

“We strongly protest
ngmnsnhe l'.lme imitand will
éght for continuous display.

eneral procedures for ex-
hibits do not apply to this
sculplure because we are not
Geeupying the exhtbmng_
area," Ms Wong said. The
‘union wants the sculpture,
‘which will be erected on the

Haking WOHB podium, to
stay for six months,

Students demanded an
apology from the university
for preventingthe entry of the
sculpture early on Thursday,

Professor Cheng said the
confusion was caused by mis-
uu&ersmndmgs
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REMEMBERING - Thousands of people squeezed into a Hong
anniversary of the military attack on Tiananmen Square.

'A nervous Hong Kong remembers
iananmen Square as China rule nears

ONG KONG (AP) —
Defying their future ruler’s
appeal to put the past to rest,
tens of thousands of people
squeezed into a Hong Kong
park Wednesday to commemo-
rate — perhaps for the last
time — the anniversary of
China’s military attack on
Tiananmen Square.

In Beijing, plainclothes police
kept close watch on the square
a8 tourists posed for pictures,
but there was no sign of protest
at the site where the army
gunned down democracy pro-
testers on June 4, 1989,
Hundreds, if not thousands,
were killed. ‘

Candles lit up the darkness
Wednesday night in Hong
Kong’s annual vigil for the
slain demonstrators, a memori-
al ‘that’ came only 27 days
before China recovers Hong
Kong from Britain, China has
given no guarantee such rallies
can be repeated, and many in
the crowd felt this may be their
last chance to honor the dead.

The peaceful protest was a
striking act of conscience by a
guhiic often accused of just

eing interested:- in making
money and not annoying
China. '

Demonstrators cut across
many divisions — youngsters
in blue jeans, old women in
buttoned-up smocks, prosper-
ous men in ties, blue-collar
workers and families with chil-
dren. All clutched white can-
dles.

Organizers claimed 55,000
people taok %art, well ai)qve
past rallies, Police refused to
give an estimate.

In one of the few open acts of
defiance in China on this
anniversary, a Chinese human
rights campaigner emerged
unrepentant from three years
of forced labor Wednesday and
vowed to organize an indepen-
dent political party.

will not be a base for subvert- including a controversial three-
ing the ruling Communist storyhi
Party. China views the whole Pillar o
‘Tiananmen Square democracy sculpture, ama
Wednesday night, _

City Hall approved this twisted bodies with agonized
year’s rally at Victoria Park, faces. ‘

movement as subversive.

Bao Ge, now 33, was a co-
founder of the Shan hai=baagd
Voice of Human Rights. Police
arrested Bao, who is Christian,

on June 3, 1994, before he
could attend a prayer service to
mourn the victims of the 1989
attack. '

Another dissident; ._.Shen
Liangging, called on Beijing to
investigate the crackdown.

In Tokyo, several Chinese
protesters led by Wu'er Kaixi, a
prominent exiled dissident,
seuffled with police qutia:da the
Chinese Embassy in Tokyo.
Police blocked a driver who
tried to ram a row. of police
vehicles. Two arrests were
reported.

ong Kong democrats say |

they will organize a rally every
year until China reverses its
verdict that the Tiananmen
movement was “counterrevolu-
tionary,” and declares the
crackdown a mistake. LB

Such demands pose a critical
test for China’s tolerance and

its promises not to tamper with

Hong Kong's freedoms.
' 'I‘uig Chee-hwa, the China-
approved leader of Hong
Kong’s incoming autonomous
government, has promised to
uphold those freedoms. ]_3ut he
says Hong Kong residents
should put Tiaganmen behind
them and concentrate on mak-
ing reunification with China
work.

He has also ordered a roll-
back of some civil liberties to
ghow China that Hong Kong

! AP
Kong park to remember the
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Baggage
worth
keeping

Jonathan Braude

h sculpture called “the
Shame,” The masgive
ramatically lit

WEEK ENDING

——

ung Chee-hwa wanted us

to drop the baggage of June

4, 1989 and look to the fu-
ture. That was not the sort of thing
the 55,000 people at the memorial
vigil in Victoria Park this week
wanted to hear. .

It was the sort of thing that
prompted one elderly man we
talked to that evening to complain
of the new “mini-Cultural R_evul-
ution” under way that made it po-
litically incorrect to demonstrate,
put up posters or even remember
the students, workers and other
ordinary Chinese who had died as
the tanks rolled towards Tianan-
men square. ek

Nor, frankly, was it terribly
sensible advice for our Chief Exec-
utive-designate to take upon him-
sélf, 1f you drop the baggage when
you look towards the future, it is
all too easy to forget the lessons of
the past, along with the bad mem-
ories and the embarrassing poli-
tics. Even Chai Ling ( % # ), the
student leader who for millions
worldwide became the best-
known face of the Tiananmen
Square protests, admitted last
month that both sides made mis-
takes during the tense weeks that

led to the bloodshed.

The Chinese government has
not yet had the courage to do the
same. Ifthe mistakes cannot be ac-
knowledged, if the verdict on lthe
student movement as an gpns{ng
and counter-revolutionary rebel-
lion is not be reassessed, the dan-
ger of history's repeating itself is
greater. It may not happen in Bei-
jing, but a smaller-scale confron-
tation could happen somewhere
else, Such as Hong Kong for in-
stance.

But let’s get this straight: Wed-
nesday’s vigil was not the kird of
potential flashpoint we had in
mind. It was orderly, disciplined
and with none of the raw emotion
of those heady days in May and
June 1989 when up to a million
people are estimated to have
marched through the streets of
Hong Kong. It was the kind of
demonstration even Uncle Tung,
if'he thought about it, could have
been proud o attend.

But the reactions by the Urban
Counciland Hong Kong Universi-
ty, for instance, to the admittedly
provoeative Pillar of Shame did
not inspire the same confidence.
The sculpture’s message is as
hopeless as the medieval visions
of Hell it closely resembles. Per-
haps that is too negative a message
at a time when so many would like
to look forward to the new era.

_ But can anybody really imag-
ine the council or the vice-chan-
cellor of Hong Kong University
would have been readier to allow
on to the premises a replica of the
Goddess of Democracy which
once adorned Tiananmen Square?
That statue, seen by China's
1989 leadership as a pesture of'de-
fiance, was none the less a symbol
of hope. Even now, eight vears
after its destruction, small replicas
of the Goddess sell like hot cakes,
The sensible lesson to have
learned from the past is that such
gestures are best accepted and gui-
etly forgotten. Once accepted by
both sides as sources of confronfa-
tion, it is harder to consign them o
oblivion.
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A MEMORABLE slmm A Chinese protester blocks aline of tanks
Boulevard in a photograph taken
June 5, 1989, in front of the Beulng Hotel. The man was later pulled

out of the street by bystanders and the tanks continued on their way.

blue-collar workers and families
N Ocanizocs said. 55,100 pagie
r rs said 55, people
took part, well above past rallies.
Police refused to give an estimate.
Inone of the few open acts of defi-
ance in China on this anniversary, a
Chinese human-rights cam; er
emerged unrepentant from
years of forced Jlabor Wednesday
and vuwed too e an indepen-

Bao Ge, now 33, wasa co-founder
hnnghamasfeﬂ Voice of Hu-
man Rights. Police arrested Bao,

who is Christian, on June 3, 1994,
before he could attend T Ser-
vice to mourn the vu:tn:ns of the
1989 attack.

Another caugldssldeéxt,ﬁ t'Sc'hen
Lmngqmg, on beyjing o m-
vestigate the crackdown.
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Hong Kong democrats say they

will organize a rally every ¥w
China reverses its verdic t the
Tmuanmen muvement was “coun-
terrevol ," and declares the
crackdown a mlsiakae
‘Such demands pose a critical test
for Ghma s tolerance and its

Tttn Chee—hwa, the China-ap-

“leader of Hong Kong's in-
cammg ‘autonomous government,
has promised to uphold those free-

doms. But he says Hong Kong nes;- '

dents should put Tiananmen behin
them and concentrate on makmg
reunification with China work.

He has also ordered a rollback of
some civil liberties to show China
that Hong Kong will not be a base
for st  the ru
nist Party, China views |
Tiananmen
movemem as

City Hall approv
rally at Victoria Park, including a

three-story hi
“tne Pillar of Sharpe.”

e whole

Ho:gever, City Hall has refused a
request to display the sculpture
during ot?ﬁe July kshamcllw exetgva—
ganza of fireworks and banquets.

shouid we let demonstra-
tors blemish the handover celebra-
tions?” columnist Cai Heping asked
Wednesday in Ta Kung Pao, a
China-funded Hong Kong
newspaper.
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LADY LIGHT; A statue of the' ‘Goddess of Democracy’ is left on the
ground at the end of a candlelight vigil attended by tens of thousands
in Hong Kong's Victoria Park on Wednesday The figure is a replica
of a statue. eenstmcied by students during the 1989 protest.
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rvous Hong Kong remembers Tiananmen Square

DNZ?LONG (AP) — Defying
future ruler’s appeal to put the
to rest, tens of thousands of
le squeezed into a Hong Kong

Wednesday to commemorate
erhaps for the last time — the
rersaty of China’s attack on
lemocracy demonstrators in
iInmen Square.

Beijing, plainclothes police
close waich on the square as
its posed for pictures, but there
no sign of protest at the site
¢ the army gunned down
icracy protesters on June 4,
', Hundreds, if not thousands
killed.
indles lit up the darkness
1esday night in Hong Kong’s
il vigil for the slain demonstra-
a memorial that came only 27
before China recovers Hong
| from Britain. China has given
varantee such rallies can be
ted, and many in the crowd feit
may - be their last chance lo
t the dead.

e peaceful protest was a strik-
ict' of conscience by a public

accused of _;ust being interest- -

ed in making money and not annoy-
ing China.

Demonstrators cut across many
divisions — youngsters in blue
Jeans, old women in buttoned-up
smocks, prosperous men in ties,
blue-collar workers and families
with children. All clutched white
candles.

Organizers claimed 55 000 peo-
ple took part, well above past rallies.
Police refused to give an estimate.

In one of the few open acts of

'deﬁance in China on this anniver-

sary, a Chinése human rights cam-
paigner emerged unrepentant from
three years of forced labor
Wednesday and vowed to organize
an independent political party.

Bao Ge, now 33, was a co-
founder of the Shanghal-based
Voice of Human Rights. Police
arrested Bao, who is Christian, on
June 3, 1994, before he could
attend a prayer service to mourn the
victims of the 1989 attack.

Another  dissident, Shen
Liangging, called on Beijing to
investigate the crackdown.

In Tokyo, several Chinese pro-

testers led by Wu’er Kaixi, a promi-
nent exiled dxsszdent scuffled with
police outside the Chmese Embassy
in Tokyo. Police blocked a driver
‘who tried to ram a.row of police
vehicles. Two arrests were reported.
Hong Kung democrats say they
‘will organize a rally every year until

China reverses its verdict that the

Tiananmen movement was ‘‘coun-
terrevolutionary,’* and declares the
crackdown a mistake.

Such demands pose a critical test
for China’s tolerance and its promis-
es not to tamper with Hong Kong’s
freedoms.

movement as subversive,

City Hall approved this year’s
rally at Victoria Park, ‘including a
controversial three-story high sculp-
ture called “the Pillar of Shame.”’
The massive sculpture, dramatically
lit Wednesday night, depicts twisted
bodies with agonized faces.

However, City Hall has refused a
request to display the sculpture dur-
ing the July 1 handover extravagan-
za of fireworks and banquets.

““Why should we let demonstra-
tors blemish the handover celebra-
tions?”” columnist Cai Heping asked

Tung Chee-hwa, the China- .

approved leader of Hong Kong’s
lncommg autonomous government,
has promised to uphold those free-

doms. But he says Hong Kong resi- *

dents should put Tiananmen behind
them and concentrate on making
reunification with China work.

He has also ordered a rollback of
some civil liberties to show China
that Hong Kong will not be a base
for subverting the ruhng Communist
Party. China views the whole
Tiananmen Square democracy

Wednesday in Ta Kung Pao, a‘
China-funded Hong Kong dally'

‘newspaper. ALPENA NEWS
The stage for Wednesday night’s =

rally was adorned with a banner say- ALPENA, NI

;ng ‘‘Struggle to the end,” and a DAILY 13,500

famous photo of a protester standing

alone in front of a tank in 1989, JUN B 1997
““What we’re doing here is BURRELLE'S

against the Communist Party. They 7

won’t allow us to do this. 'Ihat‘ v X§

why many people are here this time, |
because it’s the last time,”” said Lam |
Ling-fat, 55, a travel agent.
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A FINAL

MEMORIAL .

dramatically lit
Wednesday
night, depicts
with agonized
faces: Danish
seulptor Jens
Galschiot made
the bronze statue
to memorialize
those killed by
China’s People’s
Army at Bei-
Jing’s Tianan-
men Square,
June 4, 1989.
Organizers
claimed 55,000
a candlelight ral-
lyin Hong
Kong’s Victoria
Park to mark the
anniversary. It
was o larger
turnout than in
previous years
because many
believe such
marches will no
longer be allowed
afterJuly 1,
when China
takes over Hong
Kong.
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POCATELLD. ID
DAILY 13,500

THURSDAY

JUN 5 1397
o 2RpEuEs -

HONG KONG (AP) — Defying
their future ruler’s appeal to put
the past to rest, tens of thousands
of people squeezed into a Hong
Kong park Wednesday to com-
memorate — perhaps for the last
time — the anniversary of China's
attack on pro-democracy demon-
strators in Tiananmen Square,

In Beijing, plainclothes police
kept close watch on the square as
tourists posed for pictures, but
there was no sign of protest at the
site where the army gunned down
democracy protesters on June 4,
1989. Hundreds, if not thousands,
were killed.

Candles lit up the darkness
Wednesday night in Hong Kong’s
annual vigil for the slain demon-
strators, a memorial that came
only 27 days before China recov-
ers Hong Kong from Britain.
China has given no guarantee
such rallies can be repeated, and
many in the crowd felt this may
be their last chance to honor the
dead.

The peaceful protest was a
striking act of conscience by a
public often accused of just being
interested in making money and

‘not annoying China.

Demonstrators cut across
many divisions — youngsters in
blue jeans, old women in but-
toned-up smocks, prosperous men
in ties, blue-collar workers and
families with children. All
clutched white candles.

Organizers claimed 55,000 peo-
ple took part, well above past ral-
lies. Police refused to give an esti-
mate, ;

In one of the few open acts of
defiance in China on this anniver-
sary, a Chinese human rights
campaigner emerged unrepentant
from three years of forced labor
Wednesday and vowed to organize
an independent political party,

Bao Ge, now 33, was a co-
founder of the Shanghai-based

or the last time? Hong Kon
victims killed at Tiananmen

g honors
Square

AP photo

Chinese soldiers march on Tiananmen Square in Beljing Wednesday, the eighth anniversary of
the military attack on student protesters that left hundreds, perhaps thousands, dead.

Voice of Human Rights. Police ar-

rested Bao, who is Christian, on:

June 3, 1994, before he could at-
tend a prayer service to mourn
the victims of the 1989 attack.

Another  dissident, Shen
Liangging, called on Beijing to in-
vestigate the crackdown.

In Tokyo, several Chinese
protesters led by Wu'er Kaixi, a
prominent exiled dissident, scuf-
fled with police outside the Chi-
nese Embassy in Tokyo. Police
blocked a driver who tried to ram
a row of police vehicles. Two ar-
rests were reported.

Hong Kong democrats say they
will organize a rally every year
until China reverses its verdict

‘that the Tiananmen movement

was “counterrevolutionary,” and

‘declares the crackdown a mistake,

Such demands pose a critical
test for China’s tolerance and its
promises not to tamper with Hong

Kang's freedoms.

Tung Chee-hwa, the China-ap-

1pr'md_ leader of Hong Kong’s in-
comir

g autonomous government,
has promised to uphold those
freedoms. But he says Hong Kong
residents should put Tiananmen
behind them and concentrate on
making reunification with China
wark.

‘He has also ordered a rollback
of some civil liberties to show
China that Hong Kong will not be

|

a base for subverting the ruling
Communist Party. China views
the whole Tiananmen Square
democracy movement as subver-
sive. _

City Hall approved this year's
rally at Victoria Park, including a
controversial three-story high
sculpture called “the Pillar of
Shame.” R

The massive sculpture, dra-
matically lit Wednesday night, de-
picts twisted bodies with agonized
faces. . ' ;

However, City Hall has refused
a request to display the sculpture
during the July 1 handover ex-
travaganza of fireworks and ban-
quets. .
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Sparks of candlelight and a splash of tears as 55,000 people mark final pre-handover vigil

Mourners struggle to the end

CHRIS YEUNG, LINDA cHOY
and NO KWAI-YAN

Ignoring fut ure leader Tung Chee-
hwa, at least 55,000 people last
night marked the final pre-hand-
over anniversary of China’s pro-
democracy crackdown.

_ The Chiefl Executive-designate
had urged Hong Kong to put the
“baggage of June 4" behind it. In-
stead, people from 4ll walks of life
flooded Victoria Park vowing nev~
‘er to forget the bloody events of
eight years ago.

Amid fears that this might be
thelast cand lelight vigil allowed in
the territory, they pledged to
maintain the fight for a vindica-
tion of the 1989 pro-democracy
movement and the release of the
Jailed dissidents.

In front o f them, Chinese char-
acters over @ huge stage declared:
Struggle to the end.

Szeto Wa h, chairman of organ-
isers the Hong Kong Alliance in
Support of the Patriotic Demo-
cratic Movement in China, said:
“Eight years - 2.922 days and
nights — have passed.

“Tonight we are again using
sparks of candlelight, solidified
drops of tears to remember you
and to mourn you."

The vigil began at 8.30pm with
sombre music and the laying of
wreath in memory of crackdown
victims killed in'and around Tian-
anmen on June 4, 1989,

Next to the replica was a giant
sculpture, the Pillar of Shame,
symbolising suffering from op-
pression.

There was nosight, however, of
dissident Zha ng Taisong, who had
earlierthreatened to set himselfon
fire in protest at mainland sup-
pression. ;

Organisers put the crowd at
55,000, com pared with 40,000
who turned out last year. The
police had no estimate.

Mr Tung had said it was more
irniportant for people to focus on
Piong Kong’s imminent return to
(hinese rule. But his comments

INSIDE
» More pictures - Page 3
» Families mourn - Page 9
» Editorial - Page 18

were attacked by rally organisers
and participants. -

In an emotive speech: Alliance
executive committee member
Cheung Man-kwong said: “Some
people say this is-our last candle-
light vigil . . .the last light for Chi-
nese democracy.

“This is not true. The Alliance
will continueto hold a vigil in Vic-
toria Park. If we hold on to our
faith, the candlelight will stay lit
... there is'no turning back.™

Democratic Party chairman
Martin Lee Chu-ming said the
turnout showed people still want-
ed the mainland verdict on the
1989 movement to be reversed.

He hoped commemorative ac-
tivities would be allowed to con-
tinue after the handover.

“Ithink it would be verv wrong
for the future government to try to
stop peaceful demonstration of
this kind. I'hope Mr Tung will not
da it.” he said.

Instead, Mr Lee urged the
handover leader to convince Chi-
nese leaders to change its verdict
ofi the pro-democracy movement
if he wanted Hong Kong people to
set it aside in their memory.

Exiled mainland unionist Han
Dongfang said the turnout was
“encouraging”™, but warned that
Hong Kong people should take
their fate in their own hands and
continue the fight for greater de-
MoCracy.

Future pro-democracy activi-
ties would face inereasing pres-
sure, he claimed. '

“Even now. the Government is
IMposing pressures on activities
by the Alliance and the pro-de-
mocracy camp,’ he said.

“Itis certainly possible that the
new government will ¢ontinue to
interfere with activities of this
kind after the handover.”

Agente France-Presse

Eternal flames
Victoria Park is a sea of light as an estimated crowd of 55,000 people take part in last night's c'andte!_i_ght vigil in memory of victims of the 1989 pro-democracy crackdown;
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Jefiance and humility as
dillar of Shame is erected

Viaureen Pao
* OCAL  activists
joined Danish artist

ens Galschiot to

—d'erect his contro-
ial Pillar of Shame statuie
Victoria Park yesterday
the eve of the mass
dlelight vigil to remern-
the Tiananmen crack-
m that inspired the work
rL.
lembers of the Hong
g Alliance in Support of
1otic Democratic
rements in China, drip-
5 with perspiration and
after a torrential down-
1, used a crane to erect

three-tonne, eight
re statue.

depicts 50 twisted
ies whose faces express
‘or, disbelief, anguish
‘pain.
ne base of the work
‘s’ a message in both

Chinese and English: *‘The
Old Cannot Kill the Young

Forever, June 4th 1989,

Tiananmen Sguare Mass-
acre’’.

Sculptor Jens Galschiot
said it was important for the

'?ie_{:c' to be exhibited now:

‘This may be the only
chance to put a stawme
commemorating the Tian-

anmen Square massacre on

Chinese soil.”
Local politicians who op-

posed the statue were only

strengthening its symbolic
not kill a bol. The
Urban Council has diffi-
culty understanding this.
You make it a swronger
symbol by censoring it."
Alliance chairman Szeto
Wah, who has borne the
brunt of attacks regarding
the sculpture, said: “I be-
lieve every person has his

own opinion. But you can-
not say that your way of
looking at things is the only
way, you cannot deny other
opinions,” '

Electrical engineer Lam
Sum-_shin%1 spent yesterday
morning helping erect the
work of art.

“It is important for us to
show our feelings toward
Tiananmen Square,” the
Alliance and Democratic

Party member said. “T hope

it will have the positive

effect of pushing commu-

nist China into giving us
more human rights and
democracy.”

He called democracy a
“great wheel” %inning;fqr-
ward: “Hong Kong cannot
go back to a state of col-
onialism.” '

Chinese University stu-
dent Esther Wong Lam was
in Victoria Park {t'o see the

statue. She was wunim-
pressed with it as a work of
art but said it was important
to  “arouse  people's
interest” in Tiananmen
Square.

“1 hope the Chinese
government will listen to
our voice. We should let
them know we remember
(Tiananmen) because we
love China
Chinese peogg 1o be able
to- express their opinions
freely,” she said.

Organisers expect tens of

thousands of participants at
the annual vigil in Victoria
Park.

Aforum at5 pm precedes
the placing of wreaths,
speeches, singing and other
activities of the vigil, which
begins at 8.20 pm and lasts
until 9.30 pm, with another
forum at 10 pm.

and want

Mummwam-mummm_
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PICTURE BY TARAS KOVALIV

HKU place
sought

THE University of Hong
Kong will constl?der theﬁ
quest bym;_fs students to

lace “Pillar of
ghame" on the campus for
‘half a year.

The pillar has to be
moved out of Victoria Park
after the annual Tian-
anmen vigil tonight.

The university's Student
Union is seeking per-
‘mission tfh display the
statue on the campus ps
dium. Union chmm;::;
‘Wong Tsun-shing said that
otherwise they would place
it within the union’s area.

Director of the univer-
SI%; external relations
office, Rupert Chan, said
the 'r'int:l_Pa] would not
interfere with the students’
wishes. But there was “nil”
chance of placing it im-
mediately after tonight's
vigil because time ~was
negded to find whether the

dium  cou support
g?ch a heavy structure.
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Letters to the Editor

Disturbing reaction

I AM indeed very disturbed
by the annual protest over
the June 4 incident, People
were merely protesting to
gain wide media attention
and coverage.

" The ceding of Hong
Kong to British rule was the
re.s‘uFL of the Opium War, 1
wonder why there have not
been any protesits on
3 November at Imperialist
Britain’s declaration of war
on China in 18397
Wouldn't this be more rel-
evant to Hong Kong?

I am
should totally forget the
June 4 incident, which was
an unfortunate event. We
should, however, be pre-
Ear'ed to put it aside and let

istory give its judgment
and interpretation of the
unfortunate event, -and
look forward to a better
future,

Now, the euphoria in
Hong Rong is over the
historic  handover on
1 July. The international
community is also watching
very closely the develop-
ments in Hong Kong mo-
ments before and after the
handover. Hong Kong has
never before attracted so
much international atten-
tion in its entire history.

Why do we want to taint
the handover celebrations
with  the uncalled-for
protesis that would not
only cause disturbances in
Hong Kong, but also tar-
nish  its image inter-
nationally?

We should instead work
together for the continued
prosperity of Hong Kong
and ma?:(: this place a
better environment for liv-
ing and doing business.

Why can’t we do some-
thing more meaningful
and constructive over the
unfortunate June 4 inci-
dent? Wouldn't it be more
befitting 1o held memorial
services for the lives lost in
this unfortunate incident
instead of protesting?

not saying  we.

Wit your letter to:

‘The Hong Kong Standard, 4/F, Sing Tao Building, | Wang

Kwong Road, Kowloon Bay,

ar fax it to 2795 3009, Letters detailing city and country may also

be sent vid email to the Internet address

editor@hkstandard.com. We reserve the righl to edit all Letters.
They should contain the writer's full name and address.
e S ———

This will not cause any
disturbance and incon-
venience to the general

ublic. We should not con-
ront the central govern-
ment, which [ truly believe
is working towards a better
livelihood for its 1.2 billion
people and the continued
prosperity of Hong Kong.

1 suﬁn%]y urge those who
claim to be patriotic not 1o
stir up trougle during the
handover, but show that
they truly love Hong Kong
through positive and con-

* structive actions.

All of us are here to stay,
to work and 1o enjoy. Let’s
make Hong Kong a better
place 1o live, to do busi-
ness, o celebrate, and

rove {o the world that

long Kong can do a lot
better after 1 July,

Robert Chua

Hong Kong

Steamrolling Dow

S0 the Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average made another
new high of 7,346, (Hong
Kong Standard, 23 May).
Bravo.

This is the 20th success-
ive high during the year,
which T bhelieve has never
been seen in the post-war
years,

The recent rise in the US
stock market has been
brought about by a com-
bination of dormant in-
flation, favourable overall
company results and no
rise in interest rates made
by the Federal Open Mar-
ket Committee at the meet-
ing held on 20 May.

These are the positives,
The negatives are an in-
crease in the US 30-year

bond vield to over 7 per

cent since 23 May and the
US economy going forward

at a fast clip. My projection
is that the Dl'lx A will go up
and up in the near term,

punctuated by profit-
taking. From now until the
next FOMC meeting to be
held in July, the behaviour
of the US stock market will
much depend on econ-
omic issues,

In normal markets,
American investors, by and
large invest in their own
stock market and are chary
of investing in foreign

stock markets, unless 1n-
vestment returns in those

overseas markets are un-
achieyable in the US mar-
ket. This produces a band-
wagon effect, propelling
the DJIA ever upwards un-
til the best sets in.
Benjamin Butt
Sheung Wan

End the hatred

THE Hong Kong Standard
leiters page, for some
weeks, mirrors the rampant
hate-mongering that  in-
creases day after day and
should repulse and disgust
every sensible reader,

Everybody has a right to
stay where fate put them, as
we{l as the duty to behave in
a way that they could expect
1o have retumed in kind.

1 therefore welcome the
opinions in letters on
27 May as a serious effort to
clear the mess and to
defuse the xenophobia of
some contributors,

History has taught us
that hate-mongering is 2
short-cut to mass graves
and extermination. ‘

Rudolf Voll
Tsim Sha Tsul

Director omitted

IN reference to the TV
program on Cannes Filin
Festival on BBC1, 20 May, |
wonder why Barry Norman
made no mention of the
winner of the best director
award throughout the
program.

Does this award-winning
Hong Kong film deserve
less eredit than those out of
competition? Like Bruce
Willis's  The Fifth Element,
that Mr Norman intro-
duced at the very begin-
ning of the program,

Is this award worth less
mention than those of the
best script, the beést actor
and the best actress? Is it a
careless overlook or a wilful
neglect of the Hong Kong
film industry?

Or, may 1 ask Mr Nor-
man, is it because of " post-
colonial jealousy?"

Ken Wong
London (via e-mail)

Ideas not used

IN an article (Hong Kong
Standard, 24 May) featur-
ing an interview of Mr
Kenneth Ko, you showed
two photographs of our
store with the caption:
“Shanghai Tang, one of
Kenneth Ko's crowning
achievements”. 1 cannot
understand the claim, still
legs if it was made by Mr Ko.
As Mr Ko well knows, I was
the designer of the store
and while he was tempor-
arily engaged to consult on
the design of the base-
ment, 1 used hardly any of
his design works.
Accordingly, 1 wish to
put on record that Mr Ko's
contribution to the design
of Shanghai Tang Store
was less than minimal and
sincerely hope that this, if
only for his sake, would not
amount 1o his “‘crowning
achievement'. '
David Tang
Central

CHINESE PRESS |

Sing Tao

THE quota of mainland children entering
the territory remains unchanged because
our education, medical and housing
rovisions cannot cope with a sudden
increase.
Estimates of the number of mainland
children wanting to come here vary. But any
surge in numbers will encourage more i
Hong Kong residents to have babies in
China, knowing their children will be able
to come to the territory even quicker. This is not in line
with the population policy in%hina, therefore the
quota should not be relaxed.
Neither should there be any change in Lhz‘poin‘ts entry
system, except that it should be reviewed after a year.
Special arrangements ought to be made for the
youngsters — they are our future. Further, children
are dependent on their parents, many of whom are
entitled to housing and welfare. Schooling costs for
these children should be taken into account and their
cases treated with flexibility.
When accurate figures for the number of people
waiting to come here are known, children should be
considered separately, and special considerations,
tailored to their needs given them.

AS demand for small and medium-sized
flats increases we hope the future
government puts in place policies sufficient
to deal with these problems; like the
present administration’s increase in supply
of luxury residential sites. J '
Secretary for Planning, Environment and
Lands Bowen Leung revealed the land
release details and a spokesman for the
Secretary of Housing said there would be
no further antispeculation measures before 1 July.
But the news benefits only the developers, not the
people who need medium and small-scale housing —
and that has fostered mistrust.

The government hopes in the next five years that

260 hectares of land will be assigned for the
development of housing, But as over the first two years
70 hectares will be assigned for low-density residential
use, can the leftovers really be suitable for other kinds
of residential use? The public’s mistrust will only be
dispelled when the five-year proposal of land sales is
announced as soon as possible.

Ta Kung Pao

A SENSE of nationalism does not run
counter to the hopes of a high degree of
autonomy in Hong Kong,

One country, two systems is our country’s
national policy and is written in the
constitution — the Basic Law. These are the
rights given by our country, -
Therefore, the stronger the sense of
nationalism among Hong Kong people, the
more confidence there will be in Hong
Kong. That will guarantee autonomy for the territory.
The Chief Executive-designate’s emphasis on a sense
of nationalism and the protection of *‘one country’’
does not curb our freedom. In fact it safeguards the
“‘two systems’’ and the implementation of the Basic
Law in Hong Kong, as well as securing the rightsand
freedom of Hong Kong people. ‘

Apple Dally

IN her Newsweek interview, Anson Chan
Fang On-sang said she was worried some
gzppl: might invit.e the interference of
eijing either unintentionally or |
deliberately. Some of these people are
risking the general welfare of Hong Kong
society for the sake of their own interests,
thus increasing concerns among Chinese
leaders. i
Hong Kong people also share the anxiety
that Mrs Chan expressed in the interview. As a matter
of fact, at a press conference, Tung Chee-hwa said he
also feared there could be a small group of people who
mightdo harm to the territory’s interests. But Mr Tung
stressed that he would not let these people get the
upper hand and promised to try his best to guarantee
the highest degree of autonomy in Hong Kong,.
S0 what should be done about Mrs Chan's anxiety and
Mr Tung's confidence? Some people might think Mrs
Chan, as Mr Tung’s assistant, should raise her anxiety
with him, in turn, Mr Tung, as the Chief Executive,
should have the confidence to resolve Mrs Chan's
worTies.
Whatever the outcome, we hope there will be no risk of
the future SAR falling into the hands of the impotent.

COUNTDOWN TO HANDOVER: 27 days

Quote of the day
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10 OKLAHOMA CITY BOMBING

Applause and a flood of memories

Tears and relief

Gun groups still
demand answers

THE MILITIAS

]
bombing. “We get litde
titbits here and there,”" he

greet guilty verdict

~ OKLAHOMA CITY

O start to under-
stand the import-
ance of yesterday'’s
verdicts in the

Oklahoma bombing ftrial,
walk along Fourth St, di-
rectly behind the scarred
wall of concrete that is. all
that remains of the Alfred P
Murrah Federal Building:

Among the many mem-
entos and emotional trib-
utes attached to the chain-
link fence that surrounds
the site, there is a handwrit-
ten note addressed to Jaci
Rae, a little girl who was
born on 9 February, 1994, It
was written by her mother,
dated 31 March this year.

X is a very import-
ant da(_);l-ffhc ﬁrsfgyay of the
trial of the people accused
of murdering you,” the
note said.

When the first of the 11
guilty verdicts against Tim-
othy McVeigh was relayed
from Denver, cheers and
applause erupted from the
hundreds of people who
were standing along the
fence in the midday heat,
waiting for that moment.

her first birth

*Yes," John Garcia, 32, a
police officer from Puerto
Rico, said. *‘Yes, guilty all
the way. Yes, finally.”

With the applause came
tears and a flood of memor-
ies,

Don Edwards, 50, re-
called rushing to the
Murrah building on the day
of the explosion and seeing
people “bleeding and cry-
ng", especially Edye Smith,
whose two sons were killed
in the blast. He did the
same yesterday, joining the
crowds  clustered around
two television sets set up
outside along the fence.

*“Ifelt had to be here for
her and for the country,’’
he said, ““We can’t let some-
thing like this happen.”

Asked what punishment
— the death penalty or life
in prison ~ McVeigh
should receive, Mr Edwards
did not hesitate: “No ques-
tion, death, no question at
all, as quickly as possible.”

Aren Almon-kok, 25, also
came to the bomb site for
the verdicts. She wore a
button with a picture of her
da'ughter-, Baylee, who died
in the homblng a day after

ay. It was a

photograph of the little

Refief: A couple hug at the site of the Alfred P Murrah building .
aftor the verdict was announced. PICTURE By AFP/DALLAS MORNING NEWS

girl’s bloodied, lifeless body
being cradled by an
Oklahoma City firefighter-
that became the most sear-
ing image of the worst
terrorist attack in United
States history.

“It was great,” Ms
Almon-kok said of the ver-
dicts. “It was the best feel-
ing in the world.”

he also said she wanted
the death penalty: for
McVeigh, a widely held sen-
dment in Oklahoma City.
“You don’t take innocent
people’s lives and expect
your own to be spared. 1
want the same justice for
him,"”

In many ways, the verdicts
in Denver ended only one
phase of the bombing case.
Oklahoma County District
Attorney Bob Macy yester-
day reiterated his intention
o bring state murder
charges against McVeigh
for the deaths of the 160
?eoplc not named in the
ederal indictment.

— The Washington Post
it’s over: Peggy Broxterman,
whose son Paul Broxterman
was kliled in the Okiashema
biast, leaves the US Court-
house in Denver victorious
yesterday. PICTURE BY AP

Trial restores legal system’s reputation

JUSTICE

WASHINGTON: The last time the American people
witnessed an emotional and highly publicised murder
case, O] Simpson was on trial and the case became an
ndictment of the criminal justice system. Regardless of
whether people agreed with the verdict, many believed
that trial — with its circus atmosphere, bickering lawyers
and vacillating judge — showed the system at its worst.

On Monday, however, legal experts were widely
praising of American justice as it unfolded during the
Oklahoma City bombing trial. The prosecution was taut,
the defence swraightforward (though, in the end,
unconvincing) and the judge firm and steady.

“We should be able to look at jury verdicts and say,
‘these people speak for the community’,” said University
of Chicago law professor Albert Alschuler. “We've had a
harder fime doing that i recentyears. A lot of people had
lost faith in the American justice system, not just with the
Simpson verdict, but others (including) the first Rodney
King verdict,” in which police officers who beat the
fleeing Los Angeles motorist were acquitted,

What apparently worked for the federal government in
Its case against Jl,'imothy McVeigh was the successful
combination of three key factors:

M Prosecutors deftly mixed the emotional appeals of
victims with more technical forensic evidence, presenting
a compelling case for jurors. :

W US District Judge Richard Matsch exerted a controlled.,
iron hand during the five-week trial, making decisive
rulings on evidence and shortcircuiting efforts to
sidetrack the trial.

B McVeigh's lawyers put up what many ler.%?J watchers
characterised as a fairly weak defence, one that failed to
undermine the testimony of witnesses who said McVeigh
plotted the blast, rented the truck used in the bombing
and then tried to run from authorities.

And unlike in the Simpson case, there were no
complicating factors such as race, Hollywood or, for
better or worse, cameras in the courtroom,

The jurors will now face another closely watched task:
deciding whether McVeigh should be put 1o death by
lethal injection for his crime.

The last execution under federal death penalty law was
in 1963. — The Washington Post

EGELSTON TOWNSHIP:
Behind the United States
flag-and the Michigan flag
flying on separate poles,
behind the two outside
dogs: and the two inside
dogs straining at their
leashes, the proprietor of
L] Guns, who is also the
state commander of the
Michigan Militia, leaned
back to puff on a tapered
Swisher Sweet.

Lynn jon Van Huizen
was not surprised by the
verdict in the Oklahoma
City bombing case. Cigar
notwithstanding, he was
also far from serene.

Mr Van Huizen believes
the seven men and five
women who spent nearly
24 hours weighing the case
against Timothy McVeigh
concluded correctly that
he probably bombed the
Alfred P Murrah Federal
Building more than two
years ago.

"I think he was definitely
involved.”

But he believes the
people have not been told
the entire story behind the
worst terrorist act on US
soil. And he is not certain
they ever will be.

“We need something
new and different,”” Mr
Van Huizen said. “We
need the whole truth and
nothing but the truth.”

As the leader of the
militia group blamed early
‘on — falsely, he insists —
of fomenting the bombing
plot. he knows something
about the danger of ru-
mours.

He remembers how even

President Bill Clinton
talked about his group in
the days just after the

bombing, as federal agents
raided the farmm on the
otheér side of the state
where McVeigh spent a
suymmer with friends:

And he remembers how
Norm Olsen, his prede-
cessor, was deposed for
telling  everyone  the
Japanese government was
behind the bombing — in
retaliation for the US
poisoning the Tokyo sub-
way‘

So, he tries to be cau-
tious ‘in' passing infor-
mation along about the

said. ““But a lot of stuff you '+

can’t confirm.”

What he had ho edw.‘ais

that the Denver hearing

would explain  lingering

questions,
So,
Richard Matsch prevent
McVeigh's defence from
utting on the stand a
ureau of Alcohel,
Tobacco and Firearms in-

formant who was prepared

to testi that she had
heard o

blow up federal buildings?

What about claims that

there was more than one
explosion at the building?

“That judge ruled 75 per
cent of the evidence inad-
missible,” Mr Van Huizen
said. ‘“That threw me. How
are we going to find outthe
rest of the story?”’

Internet traffic in militia
chat groups, a favourite
method of communi-

cation, mirrored his con-

cern during the trial’s wan-

ing days and the jury’s

deliberations.

Mistrust and suspicion of
the federal government is
so great that a common

thread ran through the

voices of moderation and
the most lathered rants.
Everyone wanted to know:
What is the scam? What is
the secret we will never be
told?

No one was satisfied with
the story that Tim McVeigh
and Terry Nichols simply

rew angry with the system,
gspecially after the fiery.

Branch Davidian deaths
near Waco, Texas, and
together built a bomb in a.
truck that would take 168
lives and injure 500 more.
“There  .are other
ossibilities that are not
eing explored because of
the rules of this trial,” read
an Internet message to the
group, where 13 per cent
of the messages include the
word “militia”. _
“McVeigh might have
driven the truck thinking it
contained furniture. He
might have been on the
BATF payroll, not knowin;

that he was the selected '

ﬁats}r. I would love to hear
isversion but I'll probably

sooner hear from Oswald’s
assassin Ruby,” one said. |
— Los Angeles Times '

why did judgé';

ers scheming to' ©

l

X

/

g,
|



T s A TEsE C’t—ﬂ‘-

lo hard evidence
ut a lot of motive

EIN after the most exhaus-
criminal investigation in
history, prosecutors pro-
ed no eyewitness placing
1othy McVeigh at the scene
he Oklahoma City bomb-

hey presented no evidence
wing that McVeigh and his
Eed co-conspirator Terry
ols, who will be tried
wrately at a later date,
tally built the bomb.
hey had no fingerprints on
truck rental agreement or
truck key found in an
ahoma City alley, and no
liser residue in the storage
ers the conspirators alleg-
"used to store their bomb-
ing materials.
hat they had in spades,
igh, was an apparent mo-
a compelling story of how
emingly normal youngster
1 upstate New York evolved
an anti-government zealot
1ed — as McVeigh himself
€ a friend — “from the
llectyal to the animal’' bg
federal government’s 1
1 1993 raid on the Branch
dian compound near
0, Texas.
1ey also had a defendant
had recklessly left a paper
broadcasting his loathing
the federal government,
confiding his criminal
ations to friends and rela-

His sister Jennifer and his
former friends Michael and
Lori Fortier provided the most
damaging testimony of the
trial:  that McVeigh had
meticulously planned  the
bombing over six months and
had wamed Jennifer that
“something big was going o
happen” that spring of 1995.

The bulk of the pros-
ecution’s case was circumstan-
tial but overwhelming in its
detail. '

The Ryder rental truck,
identified through a vehicle
identification number found
on an axle at the scene, was
traced to a rental outlet in
Junction City, Kansas.

McVeigh was identified as
the man wusing the name
Robert Kling who rented that
truck two days before the
bombing.

Telephone records showed
McVeigh shopping for bomb
malterials,

He was stopped 75 minutes
after the blast 78 miles from
the scene, his car loaded with
anti-government propaganda.

His pockets, his jeans and
his earplugs were sprinkled
with traces of PETN, a com-
pound used in detonator
cords.

The son of an auto worker,
McVeigh had an all-American
boyhood in Pendleton, New
York, but by some accounts

was profoundly affected when,
at age 10, his parents divorced
and his mother moved to
Florida.

In his early teens, he began a
love affair with firearms and
described  himself as a
survivalist, stockpiling food
and other supplies in case of a
nuclear attack,

McVeigh seemed most at
home in the Army, thriving
under the service's strict regi-
men and demand for neatness
and discipline.

He excelled ‘as a Bradley
fighting vehicle gunner, win-
ning a Bronze Star during the
Persian Gulf War.

Loose lips: Timothy McVeigh, seen with FBI escorts, confided his
criminal Intentions to friends and relatives.

PICTURE BY AFP

But on his return, he washed
out of Special Forces training,
left the army and began a
personal downward spiral that
saw him drifting back and
forth across the country, at-
tending gun shows, and be-
coming more and more disil-
lusioned with his government.

His political bible ‘was The
Turner Diaries, a seemingly
racist and anti-semitic novel
that recounts a popular upris--
ing and features a truck bomb
attack on FBI headquarters in -
Washington.

But it was the Waco raid that
set McVeigh on a path toward
the Oklahoma building.

— The Washington Post

nd result reflects US hatred of terrorism

the 221 years since the 13 colonies declared their
pendence, Americans have fought on their own soil to
oe a king and to shatter and restore the union. There has
|_wigilante violence, violence against Indians, agrarian
sings, criminal violence, racial and ethnic violence, family
s, lynchings, urban riots, serial killings and assassinations.

slence, black activist H Rap Brown once said, is *‘as

rican as cherry pie’’.

‘L pure terrorism is not. The act of driving a van laden with
sives to the front of a government building and setting the
— indiscriminately murdering dozens of innocent people
n ostensibly political purpose — is such a unique and awful
t that at first Americans could not believe it was home
n. But the Okiahoma City bombing was an American act.
r relatives of the victims and for many others as well, the
¢ts on the case were an act of healing and redemption; an
1pt not only to restore a tarnished legal system but also to
rm that violence in the name of politics is wrong.

The Oklahoma bombing revealed a dark undercurrent of -
angry, alienated people who deeply resent and fear their
government. “Reminds me a little bit of Yellowstone Park,”
defence lawyer Gerry Spence said. “There’s all these waters
boiling and eventually some of them pop up.” _

Wearing a T-shirt that said Sic Semper Tryannis (Thus Always (o
Tyrants), Timothy McVeigh set out that day in April, 1995, not
Just to damage a building but to destroy a political system. :

According to the testimony of his friend Michael Fortier,,
McVeigh planned to spill as much blood as possible, setting the
fuse when it was ceriain many federal workers would be killed,

McVeigh’s point was simple: that the federal government was
evil and the death of 84 people during the 1993 siege near Waco, '
Texas, was a government declaration of war against Americans.

He saw the bombing as both the spark for a national uprising
and a logical and necessary response to the government’s own

violence.

— The Washington Post
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Pager firm censorship blasted

By Enoch Wong

PAGING company China-Hong
Kong Telelink, is refusing to take
messages referring to Tiananmen
protest activities.

Operators of the paging company

“yesterday said they could not deliver

“political messages’’ without their
Supervisor’s permission.

Those messages include infor-
mation on activities such as today’s
events and those encouraging Tai-
wanese independence.,

. But legislators criticised the pol-
itical censorship.

_The Federaton of Students
(HKFS) yesterday said it had not
received a reply in the past few
weeks from City University external
secretary Au Yeung Wai-kay — even
though they had paged him “‘many
many times” and left messages
about today’s activities. '

The HKFS said this had resulted
in the university not joining its
commemorative activities.

The Hong | Standard paged
Mr Au yesterday, but was asked not
to leave messages concerning to-
day’s activities. _

‘We can’t take the June Fourth
message,”’ one operator said. "*We
need to seek [gcrmission from ‘our
supervisor otherwise no political
messages can be taken.”

Another o tor said she had
been given identical orders,

Mr Au said he was stunned. “How
can the paging con'lp;]nIV have the
right to censor my ers’ mess-
ager”” he asked.

Frontier legislator Emily Lau Wai-
hing blasted the company’s political
censorship. “What's the big deal
about taking messages concerning
June 42" she asked. s

China-Hong Kong Telelink did
not comment yesterday.

Gradual resolution predicted

By Pamela Pun

THE Tiananmen crackdown could
serve as a deterrent o a power
struggle in  Beijing, but the
authorities will probably gradually
introduce moves to solve the thorny
issue, a former top aide to the
disgraced party boss Zhao Ziyang
says.

“‘The June 4 event will have a
deterrent effect on a power
struggle,” Wu Guoguang, associate
professor at the Chinese University
of Hong Kong, said yesterday.

_ He said it would “‘cost too much”
for the authorities to play the
Tiananmen card at this time when
they had not yet consolidated their
power base.

. But the Chinese leaders could not
get rid of the ‘“shadow” of
‘Tiananmen, with the event affect-
ing their future policies and politi-
‘cal alliances.

Prof Wu, regarded as a knowl-
edgeable China-watcher because of
his previous role in mainland af
fairs, did not rule out the possibility
that the Tiananmen crackdown
could be ‘used to rein in but not
topple Premier Li Peng.

Mainlanders had become more
pragmatic since 1989, when they
expected radical changes to sweep
the country.

In comparison, Tiananmen had
turned into a sore point for the
political elite in the government as
well as former student leaders living
in exile oyerseas.

Prof Wu said the authorities
might adopt what he called “mild
moves’” to gradually “reduce the
pressure’’ of Tiananmen on the
bedy politic over the years.

But he did not see the possibility
of China’s present leaders resolving
the thorny issues involved during
their stay in office.
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Prison terms
evoke mixed
reactions

By Fong Tak-ho

UMAN  rights
I I groups are at
odds over the
sentencing  of

two men jailed for promot-
ing collective bargaining
rights, with one sayin[g the
move offers hope for a
reversal of the Tiananmen
verdiel and the other saying
it is a scandalous abuse of
bhuman rights.

Shenzhen People’s Court
last Friday found Li Wenm-
ing and Guo Baosheng
guilty of “conspiring to
subvert the government”.
Both were arrested over of
their engagement in labour
rights education.

But since they have been
in custody since 1994, their
three-and-a-halfyear I|all
terms will be over in less
than six months.

The Information Centre
of Human Rights and
Democratic Movement In
China said the verdict was
“relatively lenient’’ com-
pared with past casesand ‘‘a
signal for reconciliation™.

Group spokesman Im
Sigin said  subversion
usually carried a 10-year jail
term, and Friday's ruling
suggested the court was
relaxing its position,

Mr Lu cited the case of

rominent dissident Wang

an, jailed for 11 years in
1996 for campaigning for
democracy. He said Wang
stopped short of demand-
ing the Communist Party be
overthrown.

In contrast, Li had
shouted “down with the
Communist Party" after his
arrest but authorities had
still shown restraint in his
sentence. '

The wverdict symbolised a
softened tone in Beijing,

. sentence:

“In Chinese
bureaucracy, the
court will not let
dissidents go that
easily without the
central leadership’s
tacit approval.”

especially since another
court in China had receritly
quashed  ‘‘counter-revo-
lutionary’”" verdicts against
four participants in the
1989 movement.

**In Chinese bureaucracy,
the court will not let dissi-
dents go that easily without
the central leadership’s
tacitapproval,” Mr Lu said.

In contrast, another hu-
man rights group, Human
Rights Watch, said Li and
Guo “‘should never have
been detained for a single
day’'.

*“Li and Guo were guilty
of nothing more than trying
to educate Chinese migrant
workers about their rights
to organise and engage in
collective bargaining in the
workplace,”" the group said.

Alﬂlough the pair were

near the anniver-
sary of the June 4
crackdown, as US Congress
debated most-favoured-
nation trading status for
China and China tried to
recover its worker-delegate
seat at the International
Labour Organisation, it was
unclear whether there was a
causal connection.

Human Rights Watch
said Li, 29, was in severe
pain, caused by acute kid-
ney damage, for which he
had been denied proper
medical care,

By Enoch Wong

THIRD-LEVEL.  students
united to defy a ban on
painting June 4 slogans
after a series of commem-
orative activities yesterday,
and vowed to hold events
marking the crackdown
after the handover.

Hong Kong Federation
of Students standing com-
mittee member Lit Ming-
watl said June 4 should not
be commemorated on one
day only.

Most activities were held
yesterday to let students
join the candlelight vigil
organised by the Hong
Kong Alliance in Support
of Patriotic Democratic
Movement of China to-
night. :

! a &
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Students defy campus ban on slogans

Ms:Lit, who is also presi-
dent of the Polytechnic
University Student Union;

said an outline of the

Goddess of Democracy had
been painted on a pillar at
the union’s entrance. yes-
terday despite the univer-
sity’s rejection of an appli-
cation to paint the image
‘on campus last week.

Ms Lit said: “Every inch
of the university belongs to
students and teachers and
our university estate office
have no right to reject us.

“We want to show that
our spirit of fighting for
democracy will never die
and we won't forger the
June 4 crackdown,” she
said.,

Stmudent Union vice-
president  (external) of
Hong Kong University,
Linda Wong Shui-hung
said the union would also
re-paint June 4 slogans on
Swire Bridge, on the cam-
pus, today.

The union first painted
the slogans on the pave-
ment at Swire Bridge after
the 1989 crackdown.

But they were ordered
removed by Cheng Yiu-
chung, a member of the
Preparatory Committee,
within weeks of hisbecom-
ing the university’s vice-
chancellor last August.

But Ms Wong said they
would repaint slogans to
mark the crackdown as
they had done in the past
seven years.

-

PICTURE BY JELLY TSE

Student activities started
yesterday at about 4.15 pm
and more than 100
students from eight tertiary
institutions held a race to
Chater Garden with
torches for democracy.

Images of the Goddess of
Democracy were  also
painted on walls or ban-
ners at the other seven
third-level institutions: the
University of Hong Kong;,
Chinese University, the
University of Science and
Technology, Baptist Uni-
versity, Lingnan College,
Shue Yan College and the
Hong Kong Institute of
Education.

An outdoor film show
and gathering were held at
Chater Garden at 7pm.

to be reopened

Old wound unlikely

A

COMMENT

By Wu Zhong

"WITH the death of China’s paramount leader Deng

Xiaoping in February, there came hope that today's
commemoration of the 1989 Tiananmen Square
crackdown on China’s pro-democracy protests could
provide a chance to reverse the official verdict on that
tragic event.

Deng has been described as the man who called the
demonstration a ‘‘counterrevolutionary rebellion™ and
who summoned armed troops and tanks to suppress it.

Chinese history is replete with examples of verdicts
handed down by a supreme leader being reversed after
his death.

But this seems very unlikely in the case of the
Tiananmen crackdown — at least in the foreseeable
future.

A reversal would lead to a fundamental change in the
existing: political order at a time when stability is most
needed by the Chinese leadership to cement its legitimacy
and authority to rule the country.

Apart from former Communist Party general secretary
Zhao Ziyang and Politburo standing member Hu Qili,
very few senior officials were purged over the Tiananmen
protests. : _

All seven current members of the Politbure Standing
Committee, the very centre of 'laower, including President
Jiang Zemin but with the single exception of Premier Li
Peng, were promoted to their present positions by Deng
in the aftermath of the bloody crackdown.

So their legitimacy to rule in a sense relies on Deng’s
verdict on the incident, or “on the party’s decision’, in
China’s official language. '

Unless they successfully establish their own legitimacy
and authority to rule, the chances of their attempting to
reverse the verdict are slim. Any such attempt at this stage
would only be political suicide. _

Since Deng’s demise, there have been signs that the top
leaders are trying to establish their own legitimacy.

Despite progress in tackling some of the enormous
problems facing the nation, China’s leaders must still
carve out their own achievements in order to gain the
people's support.

To achieve their goals, they desperately need political
and social stability in China. So they might not want to
divert public attention by reopening the Tiananmen files,
even if they want to re-evaluate the tragic event.

Nevertheless, it must be hoped that in striving towards
their goals, the current leadership will be able to learn
from the massive studentled demonstrations held in the
spring and summer of 1989.

Many of the demands made in the early days of the
Tiananmen demonstrations are reasonable by today's
standards. Protesters wanted "a crackdown on official
corruption, restrictions on rising inflation and quicker
political reform.

These are still problems for the current leaders to
tackle, whether or not they are prepared for a re-
evaluation of Tiananmen’s day of infamy.

ToRrsmves &K &
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‘Mistakes committed elght years ago will not become right’

LINDA CHOY

Tung Chee-hiwa's call for the
“baggage of June 4” to be set
aside put the future leader in
the firing line.

Leading & prayer to com-
memorate (he 1989 pro-de-
mocracy movement, the Rev-
erend Chu Yiu-ming said:
“*We have heard calls forusto
forget. That shows that those
who have killed their own
people have failed to repent
for what they did.

“They even dared ask us
to forget all this. Lord, you
pardon our crimes. But you
never tolerate those who
refuse to admit their crimes.”

Reverend Chu, a member
of the Hong Kong Alliance in
Support of the Patriotic
Democratic Movement in
China, also urged people to
continue theirstruggle for de-
mocracy,

“Aslong aswe have justice
in our heart, the mistakes
committed eight years ago
will not become right, nor will
it be forgotten simply because
there are fewer supporters.”

Reverend Chu predicted
the pro-demmocracy move-
ment would came under
greater pressure.

He admitted he had taken
part in the rescue of mainland
dissidents owver the past eight
years.

*No matter how big the,

pressure is, we feel no qualms
about what we did. The Chi-
nese Governiment is the one
which should be ashamed
about suppressing its own
people.”” he said.

During the two-hour vigil,
Mr Tung’s remarks were
cited repeatedly by speakers
on the stage who asked
whether the tensof thousands
of people attending would
forget.

“No,” they shouted.

Exiled unionist Han
Dongfang said Mr Tung was.
using double standards by
asking people to forget June
4

“If the Chinese cannot
forget the shame of losing
Hong Kong during the Opi-
um War 150 years ago, how
can they ask its people to for-
get a movement which took
place only in 1989, he said.
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Shining bright
More than 55,000 people defied Tung Chee-hwa to gather in Victoria Park last night. “We are again using sparks of candlelight to mourn you, " alliance leader Szeto Wah (above) tald the crowd.

FoRTereH eSS, ¥ Je B W

Pictures by K. Y. Cheng and Dustin Shum

WHAT THEY SAID

Mr Mak, insurance broker:

I've come because | cannot
forget June 4, and this is prob:
ably the last one. Tung has al-
ready tightened laws on civil
liberties. It'll get worse. The
possibility of me coming again
nextyearis 90 per cent. The 10
per cent s that | won't join be-
cause of pressure in the SAR.
Yuen Chi-ying, Baptist Univer-
sity student: °

| came just becauss | wanted
to commemorate the event.
Regardiess of who was right
and who was wrong, many
lives were lost. | Just wanted to
pay respects to the dead. |
think I'll come again nextyear..
| think Tung Chee-hwa meant
itwhen he said rallies and pro-
tests will be altowed if they are
lawful and peaceful.

A middle-age unemployed
man, accompanied by his two
children:

| want to express my sadness
towards the people and the
country. | hope my children
will learn about the incident in
future. .. | have no confidence
towar’ds Tung Chee-hwa. He's
a smiling tiger,

Liu Chi-fai, businessman:

1 travelled all the way from my
Tin Shui Wai heme because |
was afraid not many woutd
show up. It's hard for me to
agree with Tung Chee-hwa
when he says we should put
aside the “baggage” of the kill-
ings.

Chan Chap-tak, a business-
man accompanied by his
‘young daughter:

The fact thisiis the last vigil be-
fore the handover dogs give
the evening. special implica-
tions. We'll drop the baggage
oncethe Chinese Government
faces its own misdeeds and
stops harassing the dissi-
dents. '

Chung Chi-wen, unemployed.
He was weeping in front of the
replica of the Monumant to the
People’s Heroes:

The Commnist Party must re-

‘flecton its responseto the pro-

democracy movement. .. . the
victims were all children ofthe
country. How can the state
crush its' own children to
death? We here in Hong Kong
have to carry on fighting for a
just verdict for tha 1989 move-
ment.
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Pillar of Shame

GENEVIEVE KU

Hundreds of students and protest-
ers gathered at Hong Kong Univer-
sity early today to demand they be
allowed toerect the Prllar of Shante
on - campus.

‘By 1.30 am, there were about
500 people inside the gates along
University Drive, while the truck
with the sculpture was parked out-
side.

Scuffles broke out when students
tried to prevent security guards
closing the gates after they were
opened briefly to allow out a car.

Theuniversity has forbidden the
students’ union from displaying the
sculpture on campus.

The union passed a motion dur-
ing its June 1 meeting agreeing to
display the sculpture commemorat-
ing the June 4 massacre.

Organisers were forced to re-
move the statue from Victoria Park
after last night’s vigil.

Standing eight metres high and
weighing two tonnes, it wasto have
stood on the Haking Wong podium
for a maximum of six months.

But the university said saying
the height and weight of the sculp-

ture might pose a danger—the podi-

um is also the roof of the Haking
Wong building.

“Itisnormal for the university to
consider requests for the display of
large and heavy objects on cam-
pus,™ it said.

The municipal councils have
banned the Pillar of Shame, by
Dane Jens Galschiot. from display
at Chater Garden, Kowloon Park
and Sha Tin Central Park.

The student union’s external

Rallying point

Candles are held aloft as protesters gather around the pillar [ast night.

vice-chairman, Linda Wong Shui--

hung, accused the university of po-
litical censorship.
“*We always have no problem in

bringing it union objects. Why are

they interfering this time? We are

surprised and disappointed at the

university's decision,” Ms Wong
said.
The podium’s management is

K. Y. Cheng

delegated to the union, but the uni-
versity Estates Office claimed the
area was under university control.

‘Ms Wong rejected the universi-
ty’s claims of technical problems
because they did not plan to set up

the sculpture right away.

“We will only keep the sculpture
in two parts for the time being, but
they still say no," Ms Wong said.

World watches uncertain future

CHRIS YEUNG

Commemorative envelopes bear-
ing the frank ““June 4th, 1997 were
sold at $50 each. A replica of the
Goddess of Democracy cost $100,

“Probably the last time you can
buy them,” said a hawker,

Next to the alliance activists
were members of pro-democracy
groups, labour unions and students’
organisations handing out pam-
phlets, selling copies of their publi-
cations — or seeking donations to
keep their campaign going.

Nobody seemed to know wheth-
er they would be allowed to gather

again next year to mark the ninth
anniversary of Tiananmen,
As a result, many were putting

the vigil on permanent record.
‘Some were taking pictiires or videos
with one hand, while holding me-

morial candles in the other.
The feeling of uncertainty aside,
the mood of the crowd and the scene

atthe park was little different to the

previous seven memorials.

The only visible change was the
Pillar of Shame erected in the cen-
tre of the football pitches, next to'a
replica of the Memorial Monument
of the People's Heroes in Tianan-
men Square.

The sculpture was such a centre
of attraction that organisers had to

tepeatedly ask participants not to

linger around it.
Similarly, Hong Kong has
emerged as a magnet for the inter-

national media as the handover ap-

proaches — weaving through the
crowd last night were several feams
of cameramen from overseas news
networks.

Another change saw alliance ac-
tivists preparing English transla-
tions of their manifesto and memo-
rial speeches.
~ For the first time, the world
could watch and listen.
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Net tightens on freedoms: dissident

By Philip Ho !

A DISSIDENT who claimed
she was tortured by the
Chinese authorities has
warned Hong Kong people
not to have high hopes
about human rights a}t)er
the handover:

Zhang Jing told the Hong
Kong Standard before she
left for the West there were
signs Beijing had begun to
tighten its political control
here.

“We can see the prep-
aration of new laws to curb

eople’s political freedom
Eere.‘ They will serve as the
‘basis for restricting civil
liberties."”

_ Ms Zhang was worried
Beijing would arrest dissi-
dents: staying in Hong
Kong after it took over.

“Chief Executive-
designate Tung Chee-hwa
always gives assurance to
Hong ng people. But [
think he does not really
understand what is meant
by ‘proletariat dictator-
ship’,”” she said.

Ms Zhang said mainland
laws provided ground for

Arrest worry: Democratic Wall dissident Zhang Jing is worried

dissidents would be arrested after handover, PICTURE BY FELIX WONG

the Chinese government to
send back dissidents to
their original homes.

“I don’t think Mr Tung
can resist Beijing’s demand
when it comes.”

Ms Zhang was jailed for
six years for participating
in the 1979 Beijing Demo-
cratic Wall movement, dur-
ing which she said she was

Activists united in
call for new verdict

By Fong Tak-ho and Reuter

'CHINESE dissidents at
home and abroad are com-
memorating the bloody
June 4 crackdown in their
own ways, but all are de-
manding Beijing change its
verdict on the event.

In Changchun City,
northern {i'(l?in province,
dissident ng  Wanbao
said he would light a white
candle to pay wribute o
those killed on this day
eight years ago.

The People’s Court has
summoned Leng to appear
this morning without speci-
fying why.

Leng has written to
National People’s Con-
gress: Chairman Qiao Shi
asking for the verdict on
June 4 to be repealed and
for disgraced party leader
Zhao Ziyang to be returned
to power.

In Heilongjiang prov-
ince, dissident Liu
Nianchun will have a hard
time today since he isin the
second week of a hunger
strike in prison.

He says his demands for
better treatment have gone
unheeded. '

His 8lyear-old mother,
Wu Huifan, has ended her
own fast, begun in sym-
pathy for her son, because
she is too weak.

Prison authorities have
refused to let Liu's family
visit him and he has
reportedly been tortured
with electric shocks for
protesting.

Liu’s wife, Chu Hailan,
will meet authorities today
to discuss visits.

Overseas, exiled dissi-
dents are planning various

rotests, In New York and

aris, protesters plan to
hold rallies near the
Chinese consulate.

In  Manhatan Town
Hall, activists plan a candle-
light ceremony to mirror
Hong Kong’s vigil. A con-
cert will also be held o
mourn the June 4 victims.

Ding Zilin, whose son

Jiang %l\éliaﬂ was killed in
the crackdown, has sent a
recorded speech to the
United States.

tortured with an electric
prod and that some of her
spinal fluid had been re-
moved.

Describing the incident,
she said: T am lucky as my
medical training asa nurse
taught me to lie down after
I'lost my spinal fluid.

“Otherwise I would have
died.

In New York and
Paris, protesters
plan to hold rallies
near the Chinese
consulates today.

A dissident and the fam-
ilies of two jailed activists
have petitioned Beijing to
end human rights abuses,

Dissident Shen Liangq-
ing yesterday said from
Anhui province he had

- written to the National

People's. Congress de-
manding a reassessment of
the June 4 event.

The 35-year-old activist
also demanded the release
of dissidents, including
Wei Jingsheng, widely re-
garded as the father of
China’s modern democ-
racy’ movement, and per-
mission for political exiles
to return.

In Beijing, the wives of
two. jailed Shanghai dissi-
dents sent China's parlia-
ment a petition calling for
their husbands' release.

The wives of Yao
Zhenxian, 43, and Yao
Zhenxiang, 37, also ac-
cused police of brutality..

“T'm really afraid to be
putin jail again.”

Ms Zhang was placed
under close watch after her
release in 199]. .

She said the authorities
even interfered with her
marriage.

“They kept pressuring
me and my family into

‘giving up the marriage.
They said it was totally out
of the question for a politi-
cal prisoner like me to
marry a Hong Kong man.

“When I bore my baby in
1992, I decided to leave
China as I would only bring
trouble to everyone.’'

Ms Zhang said she had
already adapted herself to
life in Hong Kong, charac-
terised by the rule of law
and freedom.

She found a job as editor
of the Hong Kong edition
of the “Beijing Spring’
and her daughter studied
in a Hong Kong school.

“I haven’t told my
daughter the whole story,”
she said, adding at
whether her husband *“‘will
go with me is his choice”,

Final battle
with Beijing
soon: exile

EXILED Chinese student
leader Wu'er Kaixi has
vowed to resume fighting
the Beijing government,
redicting  the  “final
attle’ is only several years
AWy s

“The situation in China
has changed,” he told a
news conference in Tokyo.
“It is really time for us to
blow the whistle.”

Speaking yesterday, Mr
WuPer salcF C{;ine_se' "};:xiles
and liberal forces” were
now entering a ‘‘period of
returning to our home-
land™ after eight years of
preparation.

“We will restart the
battle,"" he said. _

He also denounced the
Hong Kong media and the
_]a]pancse government for
allegedly practising self-
censorship and failing to
stand up to China.

“The lack of confidence,
the lack of courage to stand
up against the Chinese
regime in Hong Kong, isa
very sad thing . . ."”" he said.

— Agencies

STANOARD

Tougher police stance
on protests predicted

By Carmen Cheung and Baby Sung

THE Hong Kong Alliance in Sup-
port of the Patriotic Democratic
Movement of China predicts the
police will further curb activities
marking the 1989 Tiananmen

™ crackdown after the handover.

& A source said the alliance be-
0 lieved the police would stop
~ marches and other activities despite

assurances from Chief Executive-

__ designate Tung Chee-hwa that he

would allow such activities after the

2 handover. ;
- . Inmy experience, such restric-

tions can be imposed easily by
changing the route of a march,
the source said.

He recalled a march shortly after
the crackdown when police forced a
protest to change its route from
Hennessy Road to Gloucester Road.

The source said the police might
prohibit protesters: from going too
close to the Xinhua News Agency
office in Happy Valley.

Alliance chairman Szeto Wahhas
said if the future commemoration
of the Tiananmen crackdown is
banned, they will wage a “civil
¢ disobedience™ drive designed to
2 émbarrass the government.

O But Preparatory Committee
M member ﬁf S&kai believed
neither Mr Tung nor the police
would curb the alliance’s activities.

“There is no need for them to do
O so as it is unnecessary and on the
T contrary may also face challenges
'ﬁ_;om ﬂ%e public,” Prof Lau said.
4

No. of
participants
45,000

h'd

*FIGURES ARE PROVIDED BY THE ALLANCE

Prof Lau, who is alse associate
director of the Hong Kong Institute
of Asia-Pacific Studies of the
Chinese University, said it wo_ufd be
very difficult for the police to
impose restrictions. ‘'l believe the
Alliance’s activities will be banned
only when protesters do something
in violation of laws.™ _ _

‘Meanwhile, the U-niv_erﬁiqrt of
Démocracy, 2 private group set up
after th:y jun%- 4 incident and
dedicated to promoting civil edu-
cation on freedom, human rights
and democracy, has pledged to
keep up its activities.

The chairman of the group, Mak
Lok-sun, said it would continue its
work after the handover.

But Mr Mak said he was not
worried about possible reper-
cussions from the post-handover
government.

““If I was afraid, I would not have
done it,"" he said,



By Joshua Fellman
and Dona Loo

Y HE last govern-
ment land auction
under British sov-

: ereignty gave out
mixed signals  yesterday,
with a luxury site in Stanley
selling below expectations
and a residential plot in
Hung Hom fetching far
more than expected.

A consortium led by
Paliburg Holdings paid
$5.5 billion for 51:3. low-

density Stanley site; a price
that drove the stock market
down, while Cheung Kong
(Holdings) and Hutchison
teamed up to pay $6.06 bil-
lion for the Hung Hom site,
a high price that came oo

late to buoy the flagging
bourse.

Bidding got off to a slow
start on the Stanley site,
opening at only $5.2 billion
after a nearly 15-minute
wait and moments before
the government auctioneer,
Richard Baram, withdrew
the site from sale. ‘

The stock market took
fright at the sluggishness,
with the Hang Se:xlﬁnpmp-'
erty sub-index falling as

much as 3.5 per cent.

Mr Baram atributed the

slow start 1o possible concern

over the government's an-
nouncement that the suggly
of luxury development

would leap to
gver the next two years.

0 hectares

Even after Paliburg broke
the ice with its lastminute
opening bid, the going was
slow, with only two other
bids being made before
Paliburg ~won with its
second offer — $5.5 billion.

“The opening bid is close
to the market price (for
luxury flats), We had ex-
gccted a higher winning

id ‘than the final bid we
made,”” Paliburg Grou
chairman Lo Yuk-shui said. -

“There is not much
supply of good residential
sites (in ong Eon_g)‘. I
think the opening bid was
perhaps set higher (than
the developers expected),
so fewer people competed
for the site.”

tonight's vigil in Victoria Parik.

HONGr EONG STANDARD

. - '
Symiol of cansorship: Werlunan put the finlshing touches to the

Plilar of Shama" befors
PICTURE BY JOHN WESTHROP
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The winning consortium,
which  also  includes
Paliburg subsidiary Regal
Hotels and  mainland-
backed China Overseas
Land and Investment, will
spend about $7 billion
building about 100 luxury
houses.

The consortium will be
able to make a profit even at
today's prices.

Bidding got off to an
equally slow start for the
Hung Hom site, with Sino
Land finally breakin% the
ice with a $3.8 billion bid.

Bids also came in from
Swire Properties, USI Hold-
ings and a consortium of
Lai Sun Development and
Hongkong Parkview.

A faster-paced duel devel-
oped between Hongkon
Parkview and Sino Land,
becoming a  three-way

struggle  when  Cheung

Kong (Holdings) leapt in at
$‘5.‘5§ billion. E ) P
Cheun

Kong finally

landed the site with a win-.

ning bid of $6.06 billion,
equal to $8,451 per square
foat, .

The audience ap} lauded
when the hammer fell.

Li Kashing's son Victor,
who is deputy chairman and
deputy managing director
of Cheung Kong, said the
price was ‘“reasonable’,
and that there was a good
market for luxury residen-
tial properties.

“We want to develop a
luxury residential sector
close to the city which at the
same time has a sea view,”
Mr Li said.

Cheing Kong and associ-
ate Hutchison Whampoa
have a 50/50 joint vertire
which will spend about

‘$10 bitlion  developing a

717,000-sq ft residential/
retail development on the
site,
Analysts said residential
orices: would have te rise
per cent a year for the
next four years for Ch’eun,g

Kong to make a standar

pl‘() L

H Editorial: Page 12

H Developers optimistic:
Business Paga 1.

Statue begins brief stay as
thousands prepare for vigil

By Mary Ann Benitez
and Baby Sung

A GIANT sculpture rose in
Vietorial Park yesterday for
tonight’s commemoration
of the 1989 Tiananmen
Square bloodshed, as fu-
ture leader Tung Chee-hwa

said he would not allow a

similar crackdown in Hong
Kong to give demon-
strators “‘thé pleasure of

.‘bm;.‘pmi,ng martyrs':

The eight-metre ‘‘Pillar
of Shame" will take centre
stage at a candle-light vigil
expected to be attended
40,000 people.

The pillar, a copper
sculpture of 5 bodies and
‘aﬂg}‘l]:i‘shﬂi faces piled on
each other — was unveiled
& Danish sculptor Jens
Galschiot.

The fate of the statue,
shipped in a container
from Taiwan after a week-
long delay, is unknown as
the Urban and Regional
councils have rejected re-

uests for il to rgmain on
isplay at a public park
unEl 5 Seplc‘lgﬁcr‘. 5

"You cannot kill a sym-
bol. The Urban Council
has difficulty understand-
ing this. You make it a
stranger symbol by censor-
ing it," Galschiot said.

Organisers have been
told to remove the sculp-
ture at 11 pm after the
T0-minute vigil.

Hong Kong University
officials are considering a
students’ ‘rc%uest for the
statue to be displayed
there, but say it could not
happen immediately,

It is a shame that there
is no place for a statue like
this to be displayed,” said
legislator Cheung Man-
kwong, . a ledder of 'the

© baggage™ of

Hong Kong Alliance in
Supp‘m'l.of atriotic Demo-
cratic Movement in China,
which is organising to-
night's rally.

On the evepfl thﬁ eighth
anrver Vigil, Mr dun
said m?:;y w%')]u'ld be ng
crackdown on dissidents,

1 am not going to give
all the &eaple who demon-
strate the pleasure of be-
coming martyrs,” he said
in a BBO interview,

On Monday he urged the

cople to set aside “hhe

he

crackdown,

The Chiet Executive-
designate also denied yes-
terday there would be a
slow  erodion of civil
liberties in Hong Kong due
to the proposed changes to
the IPubHc Order  and
Societies ordinances.

Meanwhile, pro-
democracy student activisis
began their own obsery-
ance of the June 4 anniver-
sary with a torch race yes-
terday.

Al least 100 students
from eight tertiary instit-
utions ran with torches for

demacracy from  their
campuses  to  Chater
Garden,

The Chinese govern-
ment said yesterday it
would have no direct say in
whether the annual June 4
demonstrations in Hong
Kong would be allowed
after the handover.

"As to what demon-
strations will be held in
Hong Kong next year, that
is the jurisdiction of the
government of the Hong
Kong Special Administrat-
ive Region (SAR)," forei,
ministey,  spokesman  Cui
Trankai Bmg

Chinese dissidents at

home and abroad, mean-
while, made a unified eall
for Beijing to reassess the
June 4 verdict.

A Chinese court yester-
day jailed labour activists Li
Wen-ming  and  Guo
Baosheng for 8% years for
conspiring to subvert the
government.

1 June 4 anniversary:
Pages 45
N Tiger's Eye: Page 12

Oklahoma bomber’s
life in hands of jury

J}JRORS will bc.%"m hearing evidence today on whether
Nmothy McVeigh shouid be executed after he was found
uilty of killing 168 people in a bomb attack on the
klahoma City federal building- i ' j
McVeigh, 29, whe fought for the US in the Gulf War,
was convicted émm::swrda of using a huge truck bomb
to desuoy the Alited P Murrah federal building in
Oklahoma City, on 19 April 1995, '

Another phase of the trial will begin today at which the -

same Jug’ will hear testimony on whether McVeigh
deserves death by lethal injection or life imprisonment as

'punishment for a crime that outraged and horrified

Americans. ‘

Relatives of bombing vietims wept in the crowded
Denver courtroom as federal judge Richard Matsch read
the verdict reached by ihe seven men and five women
Jurors, who deliberated for 23 hours over four days.

In Denver and Oklahoma City, the verdict was greeted
with joy, relief and tears by survivors and victims’ retatives,
most of whom were convinced of McVeigh's guilt,

In Oklahoma City, hundreds of people who had
gathered at the lmmbinjg-sim applauded. ‘

"I am sure there are 168 Beop ¢ who are smiling down
on us from above,” said Dan McKinney, whose wife,
Linda, died in the bombing. ‘

““This is a very important and long overdue day for the
survivors and families of those who died in O{Iahoma
City," said President Bill Clinton, who would have sole
ari‘u hority to grant MeVeigh clemency ifthe is sentenced to

=3

As for McVeigh, there was no emotion as he shook
hands solemnly with chief defence attorney Stephen
Jones. — Reuter
B Toars and relief; Page 10
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»ng Kong prepares for
ananmen Square rally

X

ONG — Eight years
colony shook with
\ million people
streets to condemmn
ie butchers” behind
+ 1989 Tiananmen
ckdown.

expect:

10,000 people to at-
anmen anniversary
3 likely to be Hong
large rally before
s over July 1.

at the annual can-
remony has fallen
€ 1989 bloodshed in
1ed Hong Kong into
fia, triggering mass
} of outrage, disbe-
ir for the territory’s
ar Chinese rule.

's confidence hJas
mproved,” says Jo-
3 of City University
ong. “People here

sperity and stability
spe

lay, future chief ex-
1g Chee Hwa stated
1at “it's time for ev-
put aside the bag-

o Hit poblic
to pu e
e a British colony.
t has vowed repeat-
ong Kong residents
» — within the new
) continue marking
anniversary.
't matter whether I
1 or not. We'll do it
year,” said Szeto
1wcratic activist and
128&3‘ in con
inese, in con-
ice the possibility of
public gestures of
it for criticizing the
t's use of force to

N\

Shameful memory: Hong "‘_m"'“ﬁ".“ Square demonstrations in Beijing,

statue commemorating the 1

medical supplies during two months of
demonstrations in Beijing.

After the crackdown, one in six Hong
Kong residents marched in protest,
many wearing white or black, the col-
ors of mourning in East and West. i

Later, callers from Hong Kong ti
up telephone hot lines set up by main-
land authorities to assist in their man-
hunt for Tiananmen activists. Hong
Kong businessmen and local smuggiers
joined up to aid the escape of dozens of
wanted students, who were picked up
along the Chinese coast and brought to

‘Kong in speedboats,
Ho%‘ls year’s vigil in Hong Kong will
feature a controversial 26-foot bronze
sculpture donated by a Danish artist.

The Pillar of Shame, a writhing heap

By Vinoent Yu. AP

twisted bodies and limbs, depicts the
gfunﬂreds of students, workers and on-
lookers who were gunned down by Chi-
nese troops sent to crush the democra-
cy movement The sculpture bears
inscriptions on both sides, which read in
English and Chinese; “The old cannot
kill the young forever.”

It's unclear how long Chinese offi-
cials will allow the statue to remain.

y Fung, a teacher who marched in
Hong in 1989, said she will not at-
tend Wednesday night's ceremony at a
k. |

lw"eld’t?lacr:ertainly not uncaring, but the
bottomn line is, what real use is it? It
won't make the Chinese government
change the way they treat their people,
will it?”" he said.
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Tiananmen wound refuses to heal |

he-anniversary today
of the Chinese crack-
.down in 1989 on stu-
dent demonstrators in Bei-
jing’s central Tiananmen
Square seems certain to pass
without official comment,
but the event casts a shadow
over preparation for China's
resumption of sovereignty
over Hong Kong on July 1.
The stain left by the
events of eight years ago is
also discomforting for Chi-
na’s leaders as they seek to
consolidate their authority
after the death in February
of Deng Xiaoping, the coun-
try’s patriarchal leader
“There are many people
now who don’t agree with
the student-led movement.
They say the movement was
wrong - it affected social
stability — but people were
killed and that was a trag-
edy,” says Mr Wang Shan, a
neo-conservative author
with close Comm'u'nisp party /
ties. But the regime is con- —
strained in dealing with the -

legacy of Tiananmen
because of the presence in !
the leadership of Mr Li Peng, years,” says Professor Xu

the prime minister, who Liangying of the Chinese
gave orders for the crack- Academy of Social Sciences.
down on the authority of Mrr  “The central government
Deng himself. just dare not touch the issue,
“It seems impossibla there President Jiang Zemin ecan-
will be a vindication of the not refute what his predeces-
movement in the next two sor [Deng}hasdone."

_Pillar _of shame’ sculpture is

erected in Hong Kong for

mass raily today commemorating Tiananmen MASSACTe Feuter

Nevertheless, pressures
continue to build behind the
scenes for a reversal of the
verdict on Tiananmen which
was judged a counter-revolu-
tionary crime for which
many of those involved
received long jail sentences.

Hopes flickered last week of political freedoms, and
that the leadership might be implicit is the promise of
edging towards a review political reform, although no
when, in northern Jilin timetable is laid down.
Province, four workers con- “According to the constitu-
victed in 1989 of organising a  tion, power in the country
counter-revolutionary clique belongs to the people, and
the peaple exercise state

had their sentences quashed,
However, a lesser conviction bower through the National

mu at various levels,” said Mr
be read into the verdict, Qiao Shi, chairman of ‘the
For Hong Kong, contem- NPC, in a recent newspaper
plating the imminent end of interview,
British rule and closer prox-  “To ensure the people are
imity to mairland control the real masters of the coun-
under the “one country, two try, that state power is really
; ] ¥ in their hands, we must

people believed Beijing had self-government. so people
erred in suppressing the 1989  can manage their affairs.”
movement, and 75 per cent In spite of Mr Qiao's
said Hong Kong people remarks, howev_er. Beijing
should push for democracy will continue to be prickly
on the mainland, about criticism of lack of
Hong Kong will be the political ﬁ-eedoms..especi_al_ly
scene this week of demon- around the June 4 anniver-
strations marking the mas- sary. The official China
sacre. These are an annual Daily vesterday warmed the
event drawing thousands to
a candlelit vigil. Many will tin
no doubt wonder whether human rights record, not to
the new administration will focus on “single events or
permit such protests, bersons”, a reference to the
Chinese leaders, mean- Tiananmen anniyersary.

while, seek occasionally to
address concerns about lack Tony Walker



AND HONG KONG
esco Lao Xi Sisci and
N Kwok Wah, Asla Times

j, anxious to avoid adverse publicity
ys before the Hong Kong handaver,
ken sweeping steps to forestall any
Bits on Wednesday’s eighth anniver-
SURYOF the Tiananmen Square incident.

 sources said Chinese leaders were
ly anxious no protests should rock
mooth return of Hong Kong on July
If  ant-communist protests are
ecked they could gain momentum
I protesters are arrested it could
international outrage,” said a Chi-
icholar,

e but ith sill uni;learji'f they will man-
age itand to what extent,” |
Any reappraisal of the official verdict

ALLLLE 1EAVES NOTNING
(0 chance on June 4

on the events of June 3-4 would help hieal
wounds both in China and Hong Kong,

where a million protesters took ta the
streets in 1989. Hopes for such 4 ré-eval-
uation rose with the death in February of
Deng Xiaoping, who gave final approval
for the army attack on student-led pro-
testers that killed hundreds of people.

Sources have previously told Asia
Times thut Deng’s chosen successor, party
chief Jang Zomin, ey meve Aowly and.
cautiously toward a reappraisal. At Dengls
memorial service, Jiang discarded the
standard condemnation of “counter-rey-
olutionary wrmeil” and described the
events as a “political upheaval”.

A provincial court in Jilin last Thurs-
day overturned the convictions of four
carworkers who had protested in support
of the Beijing students: A Hong Kong
human rights group hailed the decision as
the first time a court had faulted the pros-
ecution of pro-democracy demonstrators.

“There are many people now who
don’t agree with the [student-led] move-
ment,” Wang Shan, a writer with close
party ties, told Associated Press. But he
said he remembered the body of a fermale
student brought to Beijing Normal Uni-
versity. “Those who saw the two bullet
holes in her back will never forget it.”

Suggesting ways the leadership might
proceed, Wang added: “They will say
that the movement was wrong - it affect-
ed social sability — but people were killed
and that was a tragedy.”
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As part of the elghth mlmury mmmmomﬂum for the June 4, 1989 Tiananmen
Square crackdown, Plller of Shams, by Danish sculptor Jans Galschiot, Is erected In Hong

David Paul Morris/Asia Times

China leaves nothing to chance on June 4 anniversary

J Continued from Page 1

time is not yet considered ripe for a
men Square re-evaluation, with a
rty congress due this autumn. And
indication of continuing intolerance
of ghssent, it was reported on Tuesday that
wo dissidents had been sentenced to

pee-and-a-half years' jail.

Li Wenming and Guo Baosheng were
enced on TFriday in Shenzhen for
ted sedition, Guo's lawyer said, The
bor activists, who have already
three years in prison, are due to be

d in May 1994 for tying to forn an

ndent trade union,

ut the approach suggested by Wang
be one way to change the official

nent on Tiananmen, Students such as

Jielian, who was 17 when he was

lled, could be considered “patriotic”.

| blame for the misjudgment that led

i the incident could be put on disgraced
wijing party chief Chen Xitong, who

fed Deng Xiaoping and Prime Minis-

I by the end of the year. They werc

ter Li Peng before the decision was made,
“Chen [in 1989 Beijing’s mayor| was
cortupt and was afraid he would become
the first target of the student movement
chanting slogans against corruption,” said
4 Chinese scholar.
In 1995 Jiang removed Chen from all

his positions on charges of corruption, He

has not yet been brought to rrial.

Ding Jielians mother has petitioned
China’s parliament every year to conduct
an investigation into Tiananmen, compen-

sate the victims and punish the guilty. This
year 41 others who lost family members

signed the petition, the most ever.

_ Shen Liangqing, a prosecutor-turned-
dissident in the eastern province of Anhui,
told Reuters on Tuesday he also wrote to
the National People’ Congress this week
demanding a reassessment of the incident,

Shen also demanded the release of dissi-
dents, including Wei Jingsheng, and per-
mission for the return of political exiles. “It
could bring some trouble ... but 1 don't
care,” Shen said of his petition,

In Beijing, the wives of two jailed
Shanghai dissidents sent parliament a peti-
tion calling for the release of the two men,
one of the wives said. ‘

In contrast to the few in China who
dared 10 voice public protests, tens of
thousands in Hong Kong are expected to
attend a candlelight vigil on Wednesday
evening to remember the bloodbath - the
last big protest before the handover.

Pleas by Hong Kongs future leader
Tung Chee-hwa to “put aside the baggage
of June 4” are expected only to swell atten-
dance in Victoria Park, named for the
queen on the throne when Britain seized
Hong Kong in 1841.

On Sunday several thousand people

marched through the city center to

demand a reversal of the “counter-revolu-
tionary” verdict on Tiananmen, and the
release of all political prisoners, ,
“Tung also promised in a Monday relevi-
sion appearance that there would be no
crackdown on dissidents after the han-
dover but activists discounted the pledge.

“I don't think he enjoys causing us trou-
ble, but he has to consider the demand of
Beijing,” said Szeto Wah, a veteran pro-
democracy legislator.

Even before the handover Szeto has
encountered problems, Hong Kong’ local
councils rejected his application to display
for four months a sculpture entitled Pilar
of Shame by Danish artist Jans Galschior.
The sculprure, symbolizing oppression,
was finally erected on Tuesday in the park.

Property rather than protest was on
many people’s minds on Tuesday. More
than 20,000 people queued for application
forms to buy cheap government-built flats.
Tycoons were meanwhile attending the
last land auction before the handover.

¢ “Hong Kong people are pragmatic,”
admitted Szeto. “But Hong Kong peaple
are rational as well. They are not easy to
bend with the wind like the crowds in
mainland China.

“They are those one can rely on when it
comes to big issues, such as Tiananmen
cight years ago.”
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Protest art.

SHARON CHEUNG
for Chitiese disside
 the handover, provisio
islature ihemper.Wuwg
Siu-yee said yesterday.

sidents in Hong Kong should

' 'ﬂm‘,ﬂunz'&mssive Alli-

vision-
He also said mainiand dis-

Mt Wong, s member of the

ance, said he would study the
possibility of introducing an

cretionary powess, fo prevent
Hong Kong from being turned
into a port of asylum for dissi-
dents when the 1997 Immi-
gration (Amendment) Bil is
w,& ody this

© “Itis ridiculous that under

the current system, the inumi-
gration chief can allow some
eople (o stay in the ferritory
without valid documents.
~ “The Immigration De-
partment should report to Bei-
jing N-tﬁmm:,m;:mnﬁm-
dents who want to flee to Hong
S Mol
1

Mt —

Kennedy Wang Ving-hosug-

gested that the provisional

K. Y. Cheng

The Fillar of Shame, by Jans Galschiot, has been erected in Victoria Park ahead of fnnjghtfa rallies marking ;hn'mnanman massacre.

Mainland dissidents ‘should leave by July’

legislature should discuss
5&&% treatment of mainland
dissidents who fled tothe ter-
ritory after handover, instead
of making any irrational pro-
sals.
 Mr WI;.I]B‘. who umnit;‘ 'tg
joi commiftted
join  the mﬂ* e

serutinisin
e ot e

a::‘l'.;gv.' pﬁ_ﬁ# the ¢o!ll!ll-“ ee j
foundation.
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Sculptor should not meddle

Hong Kong is an international
city and Danish sculptors are
welcome to visit. But as a Visi-
torand a foreigner [Danigh Pil-_
lar of Shame sculptor Jens
Galschiot] should not get in-
volved in local controversial
political issues. !

Both the Urban Council and
Regional Council have refused
an application by the anti-
China group to display {he
sculptor in a public park, Hong
Kong must not be allowed to be
or to become an anti-China or
subversion base under the dis-

PRESSE-CLEARING
THE PILLAR
cientt OF SHAME

Publication: LONG KONG
STANDARD (HK)

Date: 1 JUN 1997

Gircuiation:sﬁ ; 308

Clipping supplied by
NEWSCLIP MEDIA
MGN“!‘TGH SERVICE

(Amembar of Ketchum-Nawscan Public Relations Ltd.)

18TH FLOOR, SUP TOWER,
75-83 KING'S ROAD,

NORTH POINT, HONG KONG.
IE\I;_..: (852) 2566 1311

At mma s Lol

guise of art or democracy. Sub-
Version is a very delicate and
sensitive issue. It would be pru-
dent for the Danish diplomats
here to remind their citizens
that they must refrain from get-
ting involved or meddling in lo-
cal controversial issues,

The Government has an
equal responsibility and it has
to be seen that relevant depart-
ments discharge their duties
and responsibilies swiftly and

properly.
MAURUS SEET
Kowloon Tong

Pillar of Shame arrives In territ;

to Victoria m-linpr *paratio

candielight vigi

1 rllarof Shamestatue arvived in
m&rwwgﬁyww 5‘«"'-‘11#1:%‘ w#ﬂl&c-_:,_, ay.
Kong Alliance in Support of Patriotic
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lJananmen
amembered
1 Hong Kong

NG KONG (AF) Cj- Waving
's in the dark, tens of thou-
of people joined Hong Kong's
| memorial to China’s slain
racy protesters today, a ritu-
ay fear will end with China’s

There has been no outright
‘threat to ban future commemora-
tions, but future leader Tung Chee-
hwa is urging the ﬁl}l}:lic to put
Tiananmen Square behind it and fo-
cus on making the change of sover--

takeovef:}! . e ! ~ eignty a success.
¢ peaceful rally at Victoria Still, the pro-democracy camp
vas the last under Britishrule plans to stage the rally again next

imemorate the June 4, 1989,
lown at Tiananrnen Square in
3, when the Chinese army
_ff.i_re, killing hundreds, possi-
yusands, of democracy adve-

akers demanded that China
e its verdict that the Tianan-
Square movement was
er-revelutionary,” release
lissidents and ““end one-party
ﬂ._slﬁp")
le burden is heavy and the
3 long. We have to bite our
d struggle to the very end,”
.t:;! Cheung Mam-kwong told
1 -

stage was aclorned with a
‘ saying ‘‘Struggle to the
ind a famous photo of a pro-
standing alone in front of a
. 1989.
anizers said (55,000 people
it today — well above past
. Police refused to give an

year, posing a critical test for China
and the semi-autonomous govern-
ment it has approved for Hong
Kong.

*“1 ean only guess that we have a
50-50 chance of organizing the event
next year,” said legislator Lee
Wing-tat of the Democratic Party.

China has promised Hong Kong
a high degree of autonomy affer Ju-
ly 1, but has warned it must not be-
come a base for the subversion of
the Communist Party. It has Ia-
beled as subversives some of the or-
ganizers of Tiananmen memgcrials.

In Beijing, tourists posed for
snapshots as plainclothes police
kept close watch on Tiananmen
Square today amid fight security in
the Chinese capital. '

Plainclothes police were sta-
tioned inside the gate at People’s
University, Some bars in the uni-
versity district shut down for the

. week to avoid trouble.

_ One little-known dissident, Shen
Liangqing, sent an open letter to the
national legislature appealing for a
reassessment of the army’s attack
on unarmed demonstrators.

There was no other sign ‘of overt

A tourist takes a picture of the 'Pillar of Shame.” -

protest. With most of China’s active
dissidents in prison or exile, those
who chese to commemorate the
tragedy did so privately.

“I came here to remember what
happened eight years ago,” said a
student from Qinghua University
who paced the square.

‘Hong Kong City Hall licensed
this year's rally and its highlight, a
three-story-high sculpture titled
“Pillar of Shame” that depicted
twisted human bodies: But City Hall

has refused to allow the monumen-

tal sculpture to be displayed in its

%b- during the handover celebra-
ns.

Hong Kong's legislature passed
a motion May 21 urging China to re-
verse its verdict on the democracy
mo;eme:nt.
oday, an ad signed by 451 peo-
ple and 56 groups appeared in the
independent Ming Pao Daily News,
urging China to release political dis-
sidents and to build democracy,
7

te.

s+ will be here every year un-
Chinese government recog-
was wrong,” siaid 'Wang De-
. 69-year-old selling books
he Tiananmen crackdown.

Remembering: Thousands hold candles in Hong Kong's Victoria Park to mark the anniver-
sary of the military crackdown on a pro-democracy student movement in Tiananmen
Square in 1989.

As China rule nears, thousands
remember Tiananmen Square

HONG KONG (AP) — Defying their future
ruler’s appeal to put the past to rest, tens of
thousands of people squeezed into a Hong Kong
park Wednesday to commemorate — perhaps
for the last time — the anniversary of China's
attack on pro-democracy demonstrators in
Tiananmen Square. _

In Beijing, plainclothes police kept close
watch on the square as tourists posed for pic-
tures, but there was no sign of protest at the
site where the army gunned down democracy
protesters on June 4, 1989. Hundreds, if not
thousands, were killed.

JCandles lit up the darkness Wednesday night
in Hong Kong's annual vigil for the slain
demonstrators, a memorial that came only 27
days before China recovers Hong Kong from
Britain. China has given no guarantee such ral-
lies can be repeated, and many in the crowd felt
this may be their last chance to honor the dead.

The peaceful protest was a striking act of
conscience by a public often accused of just
being interested in making money and not
annoying China.

Demonstrators cut across many divisions —
youngsters -in blue jeans, old women in but-
toned-up smocks, prosperous men in ties, blue-
collar workers and families with children. All
clutehed white candles.

Organizers claimed 55,000 people took part,
well above past rallies. Police refused fo give an
estimate.

In one of the few open acts of defiance in
China on this anniversary, a Chinese human
rights campaigner emerged unrepentant from
three years of forced labor Wednesday and
vowed to organize an independent political
party.
~ Bao Ge, now 33, was a co-founder of the
Shanghai-based Voice of Human Rights. Police

arrested Bao, who is Christian, on June 3, 1994,
before he could attend a prayer service to mourn
the victims of the 1989 attack.

Another dissident, Shen Liangqging, called on
Beijing to investigate the crackdown.

In Tokyo, several Chinese protesters led by
Wu’er Kaixi, a prominent exiled dissident, scuf-
fled with police outside the Chinese Embassy in
Tokyo. Police blocked a driver who tried to ram
a row of police vehicles. Two arrests were
reported.

Hong Kong democrats say they will organize
a rally every year until China reverses its ver-
dict that the Tiananmen movement was “coun-
terrevolutionary,” and declares the crackdown a
mistake.

Such demands pose a critical test for China’s
tolerance and its promises not to tamper with
Hong Kong’s freedoms.

Tung Chee-hwa, the China-approved leader
of Hong Kong’s incoming autonomous govern-
ment, has promised to uphold those freedoms.
But he says Hong Kong residents should put
Tiananmen behind them and concentrate on
making reunification with China work.

He has also ordered a rollback of some civil
liberties to show China that Hong Kong will not
be a base for subverting the ruling Communist
Party. China views the whole Tiananmen
Sguare democracy movement as subversive.

City Hall approved this year’s rally at Victo-
ria Park, including a controversial three-story
high sculpture called “the Pillar of Shame.” The
massive sculpture, dramatically it Wednesday
night, depicts twisted bodies with agonized
faces.

However, City Hall has refused a request to
display the sculpture during the July 1 han-
dover extravaganza of fireworks and banquets.
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People near Tiananmen Square in Beijing Wednesday, the eighth anniversary of the ‘bloody
crackdown of pro-democracy movement around square.

‘tioned that happened that year

already had its conclusion
fixed early on,” Cui said.

In anticipation of an annual

candlelight vigil Wednesday

commemorating the crack-

down, pro-democracy activists
have erected a sculpture,
called Pillar of Shame, in Hong
Kong's g

The 26- foobmgh copper
sculpture, depicting 50 con-
torted human bodies piled
atop each other, is dedicated to
Chinese who died at Tianan-

men for democracy, An inscrip-

tion on its base reads: “The old
cannot kill the young forevar 2
The pillar, by Danish sculp-
for Jens Galschiot, has been
controversial, with City Hall
turning down an application to
display it in Hong Kong’s parks
between June 5 and Sept. 21.

Lawmakers opposed to the

sculpture said it was political
and did not mesh with the

atmosphere of celebration

they said was appropriate for

ﬁgng Kong’s return to Chinese
‘Hong Kong's

Meanwhile,
chief graft-buster said Tuesday

in Hong Kong that a much-

feared rise in China-inspired
corruption had not yet materi-

‘alized in the temtm-y

Although the number of
reported corruption cases rose

13 percent in the first four
months of this year compared
to January-April last y
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“there has not been any signif-
icant increase in corruption
overall,” said Lily Yam, head of
the Independent Commission
Agamst Gornmt;ion.

Yam said her evaluation was

based on intelligence reporl:s
but she declined to elaborate.

“We have no evidence t.o
show that what happened 10 to
20 years ago, when there was
syndicated corrﬁtmn is

returning,” Yam said at a news
conference.

‘The commission was set up
in 1974 to combat massive gov-
ernment corruption, mostly in
the police force.
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Tiananmen Square martyrs

remembered in Hong
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LEGISLATOR TSANG KIN-SHING supervises the erection of the Pillar of Shame, a bronze statue by
Danish sculpor Jens Galschiot, to mark the military crackdown of a pro-democracy student movement
in Beijing in June, 1988, at Hong Kong's Victoria Park on Tuesday. — Associated Press
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By Didi Kirsten Tatlow

__HONG KONG (AP) - Waving

candles in the dark, tens of thou-
sands of people jommed Hong
Kong's annual memorial to China’s
slain dcmmtypmwm today, a
ritual many will end with
China's July 1 takeover. ‘
_ The peaceful rally at Victoria
Park was the last under British rule
to commemorate the June 4, 1989,
crackdown at Tiananmen Square in
Beijing, when the Chinese army
ened fire, hnmof hundreds, pos-
ibly thousands, of democracy ad-
vocaies

Speakers demanded that China
reverse its verdict that the Tianan-
men Square movement was
"counter-revolutionary," release
jailed dissidents and "end one-party
dictatorship."

p.-

"The burden is heavy and the
road is long. We have 1o bite our
lips and struggle to the very end,”
legislator Cheung Man-kwong told
the crowd. ‘ ‘

The stage was adomed with a
banner saying "Struggle to the
end," and a famous photo of a
protester standing alone in front of
a tank in 1989. e

Organizers said 55,000 people

took part today. Police refused to

give an estimate.

_"We will be here every year until
the Chinese government recognizes
it was wrong," said Wang Degao, a
69-year-old selling books about the

Tiananmen crackdown. -

There has been no m%m
10 ban future commemorations, but
future tll::der '“’I;nng Clllrai;h.wa is
urging the public to put Tiananmen
Square behind it and focus on
making the change of sovereignty a
success,
stage the rally again next year
posing a critical test for China and
the semi-autonomous government
it has approved for Hong Kong,

"1 can only guess that we have a
50-50 chance of organizing the
event next gw."‘snid‘ islator Lee
Wing-tat of the Democratic Party.

China has promised Hong Kong a
high degree of autonomy after July
1, but has wamed it must not be-
come a base for the subversion of
the Communist Party. It has labeled
as subversives some of the
organizers of Tiananmen

s.

In Beijing, tourists posed for
snapshots as plainclothes police
kept close watch on Tiananmen

Square today amid tight security in
the Chinese capital. .
Plainclothes police were siationed

inside the gate at People’s Univer-
sity. Some bars in the university
district shut down for the week to
avoid trouble,

One little-known dissident, Shen

Liangqing, sent an open | et 0

the national legislature ap

for a reassessment of the army's at-

tack on unarmed demonstrators.
‘There was no other sign of ovent

protest. With most of China’s ac-
tive dissidents in prison or exile,
gl‘gse who ﬁl:‘?se ;I;-i cmimemura'te
the tragedy did so privately.

"1 came here to mmem%rwwm
llﬂlﬁwned eight year: a%:' said a
student from Qinghua University
who paced the square.

Hong Kong City Hall licensed |

this year's rally and its highlight, a
ree-story-high sculpture titled
illar of Shame" that depicted

twisted human bodics. City Hall

e e

ulpture 1o be di d in its
parks during the handover celebra-
tions. ‘

Hgng Iﬁlmgsz ieglslam assed a
motion May 21 urging C to
reverse its verdict on the demo-
cracy movement.

Today, an ad signed by 451
people and 56 groups appeared in
the independent Ming Pao Daily
News, urgling China to release
political dissidents and to build

By

In Tokyo, dissident leader Wu'er
Kaixi and several other Chinese
protesters scuffled with police out-
side the Chinese Embassy during a
Tiananmen Square anniversary
demonstration today. Two were ar-
rested.

The protest grew violent when
on¢ protester tried to slam his car
into a row of police security
vehicles parked outside the em- '|
bassy, the police said.

g
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crushing of pro-democracy demonstrations
in 1989.

Hong Kong residents have used obser:
vances of the crackdown to register fears
about China and the British colony’s return
to Chinese rule on July 1.

Thousands of Hong Kong residents
marched Sunday and another demonstration
is planned for Wednesday, the eighth
anniversary of the June 4, 1989, military
assault on protesters occupying Beijing's
Tiananmen Square. ey 3

“Next year at this time, what kind of

demonstrations can be held in Hong Kong

... will be an affair of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region,” said
Foreign Ministry spokesman Cui Tiankai,
using the formal name for the post-colo-
nial territory.

The incoming government has intro-
duced laws tightening restrictions on
protests. After July 1, demonstrators will

Hong Kong vigil
planned despite
takeover

for the territory’s future under Chi-
nese rule. Tumout at the annual

.l9ly 1

From wire reports
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curb demonstrations as long as they are
peaceful and legal.

Inside China, the anniversary of the
crackdown remains a sensitive time for
Chinese leaders, who fear any protests could
spark widespread unrest. Relentless persecu-
tion has effectively silenced the handful of
known dissidents.

The 1989 Tiananmen protests were the
largest sustained popular challenge to
communist rule, The government's
assault to evict the demonstrators from
the QQu-ar:e killed hundreds, perhaps thou-
sands. e bl 12

- A few dissidents and some families of the
victims have asked the government to

investigate the army's actions during the

crackdown and change the official verdict
on the protests, known as a “counterrevolu-
tionary rebellion.”

When asked whether there would be a re-
evaluation, Cui refused to use the politically

Fbl!bu i J‘Jﬂl uu\.«uu; Hau 1w vl aaTg
fixed early on,” Cui said.

In anticipation of an annual candlelight
vigil Wednesday commemorating the crack-
down, pro-democracy activists have erected
a sculpture, called Pillar of Shame, in Hong
Kong's Victoria Park, 1

The 26foot-high copper sculpture, depict
ing 50 contorted human bodies piled atop
each other, is dedicated to Chinese who died
at Tiananmen for democracy. An inscription
on its base reads: “The old cannot kill the
young forever." _ |

‘The pillar, by Danish sculptor Jens
Galschiot, has been controversial, with City
Hall turning down an ap‘;;lication to display it
gie-ﬂong Kong's parks between June 5 and

ept. 21. .

Lawmakers opposed to the sculpture said
it was political and did not mesh with the
atmosphere of celebration they said was
appropriate for Hong Kong's return to
Chinese rule, '
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HONG KONG — Eight years
ago, this colony shook with rage as
a million people flooded its streets
to condemn the “‘Chinese butch-
ers'’ behind the bloody 1989 Ti-
ananmen Square crackdown,

Tonight, 40,000 people are ex-
pected at an anniversary vigil, like-
ly to be Hong Kong’s last large
rally before China regains control
on July 1. ‘

The Hong Kong vigil will fea-
ture a 26-foot bronze sculpture do-
nated by a Danish artist.

The Pillar of Shame. a heap of
twisted bodies and limbs, depicts
some of the hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of students and onlook-
ers who were gunned down by
troops in the 1989 crackdown,

Inscriptions in English and Chi-
nese read, ““The old cannot kill the
young forever.” It's unclear how
long Chinese officials will allow
the statue to remain.

In 1989, the bloodshed in Bei-
jing tipped Hong Kong into near
ysteria, triggering mass expres-

sions of outrage, disbelief and fear

candlelight ceremony has fallen
sharply since.

“People’s confidence has cer-
tainly improved,” said Joseph
Cheng of City University of Hong
Kong.

China considers organizers of
Hong Kong’s annual vigil to be
“‘subyersives.”” Future Chief Ex-
ecutive Tung Chee Hwa said “it’s
time for everyone to put aside the
baggage™ of Tiananmen.

Mr. Tung has moved to limit
public demonstrations after Hong
Kong ceases to be a British colony.
But he also has vowed Hong Kong
residents will be free, within the
new limits.

*“It doesn’t matter whether I be-
lieve hiim or not,"”” said Szeto Wah,
an activist and vigil organizer.
“We'll do it again next year.”!

Chinese outside Hong Kong, in
contrast, still face possible arrest
for public gestures of mourning or
for criticizing the government’s use
of force to crush Beijing’s 1989
pro-democracy protests.

In Beijing today, tourists posed

L S 7

. The Assoclated Press
MEMORIAL: A Hong Kong resident
snaps a photo of a new scuipture, the
Pillar  of Shame. Wt marks the
anniversary of the 1989 Tiananmen
Square crackdown in China,

for suai:shots- as plainclothes police
kept close watch on Tiananmen
Square, No protests on the an-
niversary. were reported. ‘
Wary any trouble could foul
Hong Kong’s July | transition to
Beijing’s rule, Chinese authorities
maintained tight security in the
capital. ‘ -
The students who occupied Ti-
ananmen Square eight years ago
counted heavily on Hong Kong for

support. The territory’s residents
raised $3 million for food, tents
and medical supplies during two
months of demenstrations in Bei-j
jing.

'China says Hong Kong has authority over protests

BEIJING (AP) — China said
Tuesday that it will be up to Hong
Kong’s post-colonial government to
decide whether to allow commemo-
rations of the Chinese military's
crushing of pro-democracy demon-
strations in 1989,

Hong Kong residents have used
observances of the crackdown to
register fears about China and the
British coleny's return to Chinese
rule on July 1,

Thousands of Hong Kong resi-
dents marched Sunday and anoth-

. ér demonstration is planned for
today, the eighth anniversary of
the June 4, 1989, military assault
on protesters occupying Beijing's
Tiananmen Square,

“Next year at this time, what
kind of demonstrations can be held
in Hong Kong ... will be an affair of
the Hong Kong Special Adminis-
trative Region,” said Foreign Min-
istry spokeaman Cui Tiankai,

using the formal name for the post-
colonial territory.

The incoming government has
introduced laws tightening restric-
tions on protests. After July 1,
demonstrators will need to obtain
permits from authorities, not just
notify them.

Hong Kong’s future leader, ship-
ping magnate Tung Chee-hwa, has
promised not to curb demonstra-
tions as long as they are peaceful
and legal.

Inside China, the anniversary of
the crackdown remains a sensitive
time for Chinese leaders, who fear
any  protests could spark
widespread unrest: Relentless per-
gecution has effectively silenced
the handful of known dissidents.

The 1989 Tiananmen protests
were the largest sustained popular
challenge to communist rule. The
government's assault to eviet the
demonstrators from the nquare

killed hundreds, perhaps thou-
sands.

A few dissidents and some fami-
lies of the vietims have asked the
government to investigate the
army’s acticns during the crack-
down and change the official ver-
dict on the protests, known as a
“counterreyolutionary rebellion,”

When asked whether there
would be a re-evaluation, Cui re-
fused to use the politically charged
terms “reassessment” or “6-4,” the
common name for the June 4th
crackdown.

“The thing that you mentioned
that happened that year already
had its conclusion fixed early on,”
Cui said. ' ‘

In anficipation of an annual
candlelight vigil today commemo-
rating the crackdown, pro-democ-
racy activists have erected a sculp-

ture, called Eﬂ!a’r of Shame, in
Hong Kong's Victoria Park,
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AR phioto
A Hong Kong resident takes a photo of the Pil-
lar of Shame.
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A Hong Kong resident takes a photo of a sculpture cammemorating the Tiananmen Square massacre
- called thepillar of shame.

VINCENT YU/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

‘A matter of citizen protest

. Hong Kong’s new
government has new rules
 for demonstrations.
T AsociATED pass

~ BEUING — China said Tues-
 day that it is up to Hong Kong's
post-colonial government to de-
 cide whether to allow commemo-
rations of the Chinese military's
crushing of pro-democracy dem-
_ omstrations in 1989, ‘
Hong Kong residents have

used observances of the crack-
down to r’egister,fea;!s about Chi-
na and the British colony’s
return to Chinese rule on July 1.
Thousands of Hong Kong resi-
dents mamhadﬁu:&r nd an-
other demonstration was
planned for today, the eighth an-
niversary of the June 4, 1989,
gﬁ!ﬁm assault on prgéest;erse in
eijing’s Tiananmen Square.
“Nﬁghégﬂfhtﬂ . ﬁé&?“may
kind of demonstrations can be
held in Hong Kong ... will be an
affair of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region,” said

Foreign Ministry spokesman Cui
Tiankai, using the formal name
for the post-colonial territory.
After July 1, demonstrators
will need to obtain permits from
authorities, not just notify them.
 Hong Kong’s future leader,

' shipping magnate Tung Chee-
hwa, has promised not to curb
demonstrations as long as they
are peaceful and legal. -

The hms Tia.‘r:lanmt:h pl;'ntests
were the largest sustained popu-
lar challenge to cqmmmﬂstpo rule.
The assault to eviet the demon-
strators killed hundreds. m
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clivists placed Danish sculptor Jans Galschiot’ *Pillar_of
IAH' ﬁhqm‘_'u statue of twisted bodies 5 .mboli:ihgt:pprusai'nn |
" rlong Kong's Victoria Park yesterda .ﬁw student pro-democ-
mh‘:zn r_n':\;:r;nt gr;ap?mfd }for mass rallies today, 28 days before
o retakes control of the British colony, fo cond iiing’s
bloody June 4, 1989, Tiananmen Squnrg crq:kgo;:n g
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turn with the vagaries of the winds,

A comment on political alle-
giances, and also a nod (o the alle-
gorical novel Don Quixote.

“The artist is Don Quixote tilt-
ing at windmills,” Wong said.

Artist and shop designer To
‘Waun also brought his sketch to'the
meeting. His commemoration will
be a tall square column made of
packing-case wood, topped with ea-
gle wings.

He was inspired by a stone col-
umn in Tiananmen Square which
has stylised stone wings on top. “A
symbol of absolute power,"" he said.

Yet in his Victoria Park version
the wings will be more feathery,
symbols of the freedom the stu-
derits were demanding..

Below the column the wooden
structure will break up into wooden
ancestral graves, inscribed with
meaningless characters.

“It is all just representation: the
signs too can be read to have any
names or messages on them.”

Their friend, Yuen Kwok-
£heung - the other artist to appear
at Thursday's meeting - was still at
the pre-planning stage.

Yuen, a dentist who like many
of the others is a “part-time artist”,
wants to create a display of the
“other news™,

“There were ordinary things

that happened on June 4 in Hong
Kong, not just the reactions to the
massacre,” Yuen explained.
~_ “For many years now we have
been obsessed with the grief of that
day, but I want toshow that life goes
on Loo.
- "My idea {8 to use a wooden
board with transferred images from
newspapers. And make that my
gravestone tribute.”

In its June 5 editions the South
China Morning Post, for example,

after 10 pages of Tiananmen

Square stories, included pieces
about aburst water main disrupting
work on the Bank of China con-

struction, a protest about screening

policies for Vietnamese, and the
soaring number (68) of convictions

for selling contaminated jce-cream.
"l remember that day so clearly:
there was heavy rain and it wasso .

windy it was painful againsi your
skin.

“But it is important for us to |

look at [June 4] in different ways

now, because it has become some-.

thing so symbolic.”

Yuen has been makingpublicin-
stallations in Hong Kong since

1993

.1 asked if he had made money

from it and he laughed loudly.
“Nao, there is no money.”

Lau - who is also preparing fora _

handover show in Sai Ying Pun,
cheekily titled, Nine Nine Seven
Seven, a combination that with a

tiny twist to the tones, sounds rude .

in Cantonese - explained that what

drives him in this patently
unlucrative work is a quest to find

ways of being a critie,

“The most important thing to

me about art is that it should beerii-

ical: artists should be critical about
politics, about the law, about art.

They should use the art form o crit-
icise everything they think is
wrong,” he said passionately.

Andwill there be an opportunity

tocriticise in the park inJune 19987

“This is not the last time,” said |,

Waong emphatically.

“Next year we will be there, with

fire inour hearts. . . [ donot wantto
l. i

hear ‘no’.
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Public softens stance over
pro-democracy crackdown

FUNG WAI-KONG

More than 60 per cent of people say
China's crackdown on the 1989 pro-de-
mocracy movement was wrong, but that
is less than last year, according to a poll
by the Hong Kong University Social Sci-
ence Research ceéntre.

The survey showed 63.1 per cent of
respondents sdid China’s way of han-
dling the June 4 “incident” was WIONg.
Only 10 per cent said Beijing had done
the right thing.

Assimilar poll last vear recorded a dis-
approval rate of 72.1 per cent. '

It was also found that half of those
polled thought the official verdict on the
pro-democracy movement should be re-
versed, while 19 per cent 'said it was not
necessary. The other 31 per cent de-
clined to give their views,

Public sympathy for the students also
slid. Only 35,8 per cent said the students
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were right while the figure last year was
53 per cent.

On whether the June 4 crackdown
could be commemorated after the hand-
over, 50 per cent said such activities
would continue while 34 per cent were
pessimistic. ' -

~The latest poll also found the public
remained supportive to the Hong Kong
Alliance in Support of the Patriotic
Democratic Movement in China.

More people than last year said the
alliance should not be disbanded. The
figure this year is 53.4 per cent com-
pared to last year's 48.4 per cent.

_ On the row over whether the Urban
Council should allow the Pillar of

Shame 1o be displayed at its venue, 41

per cent said Urbeo should not ban the
showing of the sculpture while 32 per
cent support the body's decision.

The poll, co ducted last Friday, in-
terviewed 531 pe. “le aged 18 or above.

TEL.: (852) 25RA 1341

Tung accused of alienating
public over June 4 appeals

STAFF REPORTERS

Tung Chee-hwa's calls for the
“baggage of June 4 to be dropped
werealienating the public, pro-de-
mocracy leaders said yesterday.

Legislator Cheung Man-
kwong, a member of the Hong
Kong Alliance in Support of the
Patriotic Democratic Movement
in China, said it was worried the
Chief Executive-designate had
started giving directions on such
issues.

_*We are not used to this kind
of policy on social movements,
The Government does not give a
verdict on the June 4 killings. We
are allowed to hold commemora-
tive activities as long as they are
lawful." he said,

Fellow legislator and alliance
member Lee Cheuk-yan said: 1

think Tung is alienating himself
from the whole population,

“He is putting himseif in the
place of the Chinese leadership

and lecturing the people of Hong

Kong, instead of siding with the
rest of the population in their as-
pirations for a free China,”

Mr Tung said on Monday that
people should look for ways to
achieve a smooth transition and
put aside memories of June 4,

Alliance members yesterday
erected the Pillar of Shame sculp-
ture in Victoria Park, It will be
part of tonight's candlelight vigil

to mark the eighth anniversary of

the killings.

As doubts lingered over
whether the future government
would tolerate the annual June 4
protests, Mr Tung told the BBC
he would not make martyrs of the

dissidents. Any demonstrations
would be allowed if they were law-
ful, he said. -
Dissidents who had entered
lawfully and with unlimited stay
had the right to continue to live
here. Others would have to go.
In Beijing, Foreign Ministry
spokesman Cui Tiankai (i)
dismissed today's protests as ir-
relevant to Chinese patriotism.

“The thing that Hong Kong's

six million residents are most
concerned about is the act of re-
unification with China,” he said,

He said the Special Adminis-

trative Region government would
decide on any future June 4 actiy-
ities. ‘
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MONUMENT OF SHAME
Legislator Tsang Kin-shing (left) supervises the erection of the Pillar of
Shame, a bronze statue by Danish sculptor lens Galschiot at Hong

Kong's Victoria Park today, The monument marks the military crack-
down of a pro-democracy student movement in Beijing in June 1989.
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Lwlllatﬂr Tsang Kln-lhlng left, supervises the erection
5 of a hmm
statue. The statue, by Danish sculptor Jens Galschiot, will

mark the military mekdown of pro-democracy student movement in Beij-

ing In June um. The statue will be In Hong Kong's Victoria Park.
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sets rallies recalling

Ho Kong's defiant democra-
cy movement Tuesday repared
for a series of mass rallies to
condemn Beijing’s bloody 1989

iananmen crackdown, just 28

ays before China moves in ta
mtake mntml of the ijsfh col-

1y.

- On the eve of the June 4 anni-
versary of the Tiananmen mas-
sacre, activists were busy in
Hong Kong island’s biggest
Enhea;'k putttng the ﬁnal touches to

ini oppression

eung Kwok-Hung, one of the
organizers of the demonstra-
tions, told Reuters he was ex-
pecting 40,000 people to flood

into the park today for a can-
dlelight vigil to remember those
who perished.
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G (AP) — China said
Tuesday that it will be up to Hong
Kong's post-colonial government 10
decide whether to allow commemo-
rations of the Chinese military's
crushing of pro-democracy demon-
strations in 1989.

Hong Kong residents have used
observances of the crackdown to
register fears about China and the
Briush colony’s rewrn to Clﬁnese
rule on July 1. ‘

Thousands of Hong Kong resi-
dents marched Sunday and another
demonstration is planned for
Wednesday, the eighth anniversary
of the June 4, 1989, milnnry assault
on protesters occupying Beijing’s
Tiananmen Square,

**Next year at this time, what
kind ot‘dmnnmﬂms can be held
in Hong Kong ... will be an affair of
the Hong ng Special Administra-
tive Region,” said Foreign Mnisuy
spokesman Cui Tiankai, using the
formal name for the post-colonial

“The mmming government has
introduced laws tightening restric-
tions on prutests After July 1,

ators will need to ubtam

permits from authorities, not just

China says Hong Kong
has authority over
% anmen protests
BELS

notify them.

Hong Kong's future leader, ship-
ping magnate Tung Chee-hwa, has
promised not to mnh demonstra-
jﬁons as long as they are peaceful
and legal.
 Inside China, the anniversary of
the crackdown remains a sensitive
time for Chinese leaders, who fear
any protesis could spark w:dwpmad
unrest. Relentless persecution has
effectively sﬂenoeﬁ the handful of
known dissidents.

The 1989 Tiananmen pmm:a
were the largest sustained popular
challenge io communist rule. The
government’s assault 1o evict the
demonstrators from the square
killed hundreds, perhaps thomndﬂ.

A few dimdenm and some fami-
lies of the mdums have asked l;hu
govemment lo investigate the
army’s actions during the crack-
down and change the official ver-
dict on the protests, known as a
“‘counterrevolutionary mbe!lim" :

In anticipation of an annual can-
dlelight vwl Wednesday commem-
orating the pm-demw
racy aedvists have meted a sculp-
ture, called Pillar of of Shame, in
Hong Kong’ 3% Park.

L
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na, in June 1989. China s i
ernment of Hong Kong.
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, | ASSOGUTED PRESS
Legislator Tsang Kin-shing, left, supervises the erection of the Pil- STATUE OF SHAME — Legislator Tsang Kin-shing, left, supervises the

lar of Shame in Hong Kong'’s Victoria Park. The pillar is a bronze . erection of the Pillar of Shame, a bronze statue by Danish sculptor Jens
SIEE By DERSIT Sculptor Jens Galschiot, visualizing the military Galschiot, to mark the military crackdown of a pro-democracy studen
crackdown of a pro-democracy student movement in Beijing, Chi- movement in Beifing in June 3, 1989, at Hong Kong's Victoria Park today
n the process of taking over the gov- ﬂ o L

—_—

FENG KONG

ed from 1A

years of forced labor Wednesday
and vowed to organize an inde-
pendent political party.

Bao Ge, now 33, was a co-

who is Christian, on June 3,

?9?4 before he could attend a

wer service to mourn the victims

of the 1989 attack. |

Another dissident, Shen
Liangging, called on Beijing to in-
. In Tokyo, several Chinese pro-
testers led by Wi'er Kaixi, a promi-
e e el
in Tokyo: Police biocked a drivey
who tried to ram a row of police ve-
‘hicles. Two arrests were reported.

Hong Kong democrats say they
il Clhimmemeaitg m‘iym the

‘Tiananmen movement was “coun-
texrevolutionary,” and declares the
e

Sumdemmdspméacﬂdcalm ;

—

Voice  unification with China work.

for China’s tolerance and its promis- na-funded Hong Kong daily news-
€s 1ot 0 tamper with Hong Kong's paper. 0 S )
ﬁmfudom(:h B I?%resuagadfgrwwﬂeﬁdw night's
; Chee-hwa, the ina-ap adoimad W
proved leader of Tiong. Kongs . saying St to e nd e s
wmjng‘ ItONOMOous gov ment, fam ous photo rotester stand-
has promised to uphold those free.  ing slon i ot of st b Lome
doms. But he says Hong Kong res: “what we're doing here s against
{honts should put Tananmen behind - the Communist Party. They writ al-
feation. ors, © ' low us to do this. That's why many
He has o ordered a rolback Of b tng lagt e~ o p o, fecause
some civil libertes to show China 4y, 5 oy mace s Lam Ling-fat,
b FHong Kﬂntgew notcgeabase N Ashe spol;.ge toﬁmpoﬂa:;}iismlr
Party. China views the whole 0 e sang ot Bl iy
Tiananmen Square democracy oo o TN 56 KB Wb e aredt
movement as subversive. Seen on 1V s0 he won't be arrest-
City Hall approved this year's ral- ¢, ter argument dﬂmtdﬂEvtgrryhim»
lym ﬂtm‘ ;'ﬁoﬂlmme st ._g’m!udmgm lammmmn« rade, I will come,” he said. “When-
called “the Pillar of Shame.” The &ver I read or think of Tiananmen
massive _sculpturé, dra maﬂ%m: Lt Square, I cry. Even now!

~ Prudence Wong, a 25-year-old
computer programmer heading to a

cquest o, lslay the sl dus. 1y bocause she fl it was futle B
ing the July 1 handover extrava- She wasn't pessimistic.
ganza of fireworks and banquets, ~ “We have been suppressed under

 “Why should we let demonstra- colonial rule for so many years, and

tors blemish the hcﬂdn““-"“ olstan: mwg% 5 'ﬁﬁ% ?uwm | abm
sy B the future?”

N b el

11 ! )
Pillar of Shame
A legislator, Tsang Kinb-shing, |
(left) supervises the erection -
today in Hong Kong's Victoria |
Parlc of the 'Pillar of Shame,’ a
bronze statue by Danish sculptor
Jens Galschiot. The statue marks
China’s military crackdown of a
pro-democracy student '
movement in Beijing in June
1989,

Metro Airport looking
into heated runways

W Detrolt — Air travelers could

find wam{u;hf%lgiﬂetm Aliqunrt'
runways if officials get their way.
 The benefits are obvious: A
runway that conducts electricity
would need little or no plowing
or chemicals to remove snow,
And an airport with no snow
problems would be safer and
more flights would be on time.
But officials don't yet know the
cost of building with such

| | concrete, or if it would be
i | cheaper than plowing. “It's ohe
B ' of many options, but we need

| some more information," said
Ali Dib, project engineer. “We
would wait until it had been
installed somewhere else and see
what the experience had been,”

| ““'5"’”" spokesman Mike Conway
o 4 ‘

Four peaple are killed
in Oakland County wreck
W Troy — Four people died after
2 broadside collision in Oakland
County early today. A car
carrying a pair of 19-year-old
Troy men and an 18-year-old
Auburn Hills woman was hit by a
second car about 12:15 a.m., said
gouce Lt: Gerry Scherlinck. The
3-year-old woman driving the
second car died in surgery. “We
have some witnesses who
indicate the female was driving
at an unusually high rate of
speed and she drove through a
solid red light,” Scherlinck said.
The names of the victims were
not released.

U.S. Rep. Hoekstra

loses beard on bet

B Grand Haven — The secret is
out; U.S, Rep. Peter Hoekstra is
really a much younger man. At
least that is how he looks without
his signature beard, which he ;
lost Monday night on a bet with
the victorious Grand Haven High
School Scienice Olympiad team,
Hoekstra promised to shave the

raying whiskers he has sported

or 22 years if the team took first

lace at the national competition
in Raleigh, N.C., last month.
Each student on the 27-member
team, most of the coaches, a few
local dignitaries and even 4
Hoekstra's wife and children had
a shot at his beard with an
electric trimmer. Hoekstra
finished the shave-by-committee
in a nearby bathroom, even .
though he was a little rusty with
arazor. "It feels kind of good,"™
the 43-year-old congressman
said later, rubbing his chin.

Compiled from Journal wire reports.



pru-uemocracy crackaown

FUNG WAI-KONG
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More than 60 per cent of people say
China's crackdown on the 1989 pro-de-
maocracy movement was wrong, but that ¢
is less than last year, according 10 a poll
by the Hong Kong University Social Sei-
ence Research centre,

The survey showed 63,1 per cent of
respondents said China’s way of han-
dling the June 4 “incident™ was wrong,
Only 10 per cent said Beijing had done
the right thing, '

A similarpoll last vear recorded adis-
approval rate of 72.1 per cent,

It was also found that half of those
polled thought the official verdict on the
pro-democracy movement should be re-
versed, while 19 per cent said it was not
necessary, The other 31 per cent de.
clined t6 give their views.

Public sympathy for the students also
slid. Only 35.8 percent said the studenis

were right while the figure last year wag
53 per cent.

On whether the June 4 crackdown
could be commemorated after the handd
over, 50 per cent said such activitied
would continue while 34 per cent werg
pessimistic,

The latest poll also found the publi
remained supportive to the Hong Kong
Alliance in Support of the Patriotid
Democratic Movement in China.

More people than last year said thd
alliance should not be disbanded. The
figure this year is 53.4 per cent com!
pared to last year’s 48,4 per cent,

On the row over whether the Urban
Council should allow the Pillar o
Shame to be displayed at its venue, 41
per cent said Urbeo should not ban the
showing of the sculpture while 32 pe
cent support the body's decision.

The poll, co."ducted last Friday, in
terviewed 531 pe. “le aged 18 or above

.

Albert Ho Chun-van of

the Democratic Party and his
“Thisisa hypocritical mio-

tion to conceal his own
Although the council’s

chairman, Daniel Lam Wai-

alliance to put 30 display

boards on show.
ble the motion. it was defeat-

ed by nine votes to six.

shameful decision just now,"”
keung, allowed Mr Kan to'ta-

colleagues then walked out,
Mr Ho said.

behind sculpture
ban, says artist

JOICE PANG

The sculptor of the Pillar of
Shame commermorating June
4 accused municipal council-
lors of self-censorship for op-
posing the statue's public dis-
play.

Jens Galschiot, who ar-
rived from Denmark yester-
day, said: “They may be
afraid of the Beijing
reaction.” ]

The 43-year-old sculptor
considered apposition to his
work a normal reaction.

Praise and damnations
were “a part of art”, he said.

Whether the sculpture,

| N o - ! . N yn— :
0N 4 = S00TH ¢ A MOENNG 5] which features 50 painfully
twisted human bodies, was
horrible. depended “‘on how

you look at it", he said.

The clay-made work was a
“symbol” to mark “our kind
of freedom of expression”
and the hope of not losing
rights, he said.

Galschiot plans to put up
10 10 20 sculptures in various
parts ol the world, “just to
make sure people are clear on
what happened”,

He admitted his works
had set some povernments
against him, and the Chinese
Government had been
among them, he believed.

The sponsors of the sculp-
ture, the Hong Kong Alliance
in Support of Patriotic Dem-
seratic Movement in China,
has yet to find a permanent

She noted that Mr Negan

“Why the change of

heart?” she asked.

k voted down

Independent Tony Kan

Betterment of Hong: Kong
Chung-nin sought to move a

opposed the application.
separate motion to allow the

piay at a Regional Council

venue in 1989,

of Dlemocracy statue on dis-

gz

‘Banned Pillar
of Shame
arrives in HK

THE Pillar of Shame seulp-
ture - banned {rom two public
parks by municipal councils -
arvived in Hong Kong yester-  get the permission from the
day. university belore June 4, and

—
—

S273
in par

tim said: “Lookingatarather  Democratic Alliance for the

blurred picture carried by a
the application if it

featured a beautiful girl.”

He thought it might cause: had sponsored a motion to
i}

unease among park users,in--  placeareplica of the Goddess

cluding childresn:. “1 would
Chan Shu-ying of the

Democratic Party asked why

Some queried the artistic
Ngan Kam-chuen of the

value of the sculpiure.

local newspaper, | found the
big sculpture terrible.™
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By SHIRLEY KWOK
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The controversial two-me-
tre artwork, which depicts a
mass of 50 bodies writhing in
pain, will be shown briefly at
Victoria Park and likenesses
could spring up at some uni-
versities.

Students of the eipht tertia-
ry institutes are painting on-
campus pictures of the God-
dess of Democracy - the statue
destroyed by the People's Lib-

we are not sure how much
chance we will have to get the
approval,” Ms Lit said.

“Bur we will definitely go
ahead with our plan 1o paint
the Goddess of Democracy he-
fore June 4. This is to remind
students not to forget the
incident.” !

The university originally
opposed applications to paint
a picture of the statue on cam-

sh

Independernit Chow Ping-

‘met strong opposition from

the pro-Beijing camp; includ-

ing the Democratic Alliance
for the Betterment of Hong

€ 11n

LORAGNT
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tur

place for the sculpture, which
is due 1o arrive today and will
be put up in Victoria Park on
Wednesday.

Albert Ho Chun-yan of
the alliance said: “We hope
university authorities and
student unions will give us
the approval.

“If a free place like a uni-
versity cannot accept such a
small sculpture, then it would

J_g}_s_.ﬁa'_ls;_:h_i_q;. The shipper was unavailable for com-
might. The sculpture, which was due on Monday, will

:Hiemotion, sponsored by

forwarding agent, Metzger & Richner, has refused to store the

» The arrival of the Pillar of Shame has been delayed. The Swiss

sculpture or set it up in Victoria Park, according to ifs Danish

bey By

S25 3%

: ﬁnu ﬁ
cration Army in Tiananmen pus but backed down aflter m E 3-5. = be a very sad day for every
Square duringthe 1989 massa-  students’ protests, : , *E-ﬂ,g = " one of us.”
cre - and some hope to set up Kelvin Yip San-wa of the ) Eeg g., Chairman of the alliance
copies of the Pillar of Shame.  University of Science and = = £ > 2 Szeto Wah vowed to keep the

The Hong Kong Alliance in -~ Technology said the union was U 2 " EEE : Pillar of Shame in Hong

Support of Patriotic Demo-  waiting for an answer 1o its re- § | 852§ & Kong to “‘indicate the
cratic Movement in China, or-  quest to paint a picture of the ¥ ) | authorities’ degree of toler-

ganisers of the June 4 candle-
light vigil, will move the two-
tonne sculpture from Kwai
Chung container port to a has-
ketball court mn Victoria Park
on Tuesday, before unveiling
it at dusk.

The Alliance had applicdto -

the Regional and Uyrban coun-
¢ils to show the sculpture in
Sha Tin Park and Kowleon
Park, but both applicarions
were rejected.

Polytechnic University
students' union president Lit
Ming-wai said students would
ask permission from universi-
ty head Professor Poon
Chung-kwong this week to dis-
play likenesses of the sculp-
ture.

"We aim to sel up such a
sculpture on campus perma-
nently. We may not be able to

statue,

But students at Chinese
University, Hong Kong Uni-
versity and the Baptist Uni-
versity said they would submit
no applications,

Patrick Wong Chun-sing of
the Hong Kong University
said: “We will paint the God-
dess of Democracy outside the
students’ union office.

“We are universily stu-
dents. We are mature enough
to decide what we can do and
what we can't, We need not re-
port o the university every-
thing we do.”

Today there will be a march
from Chater Garden at 3 pm
1o the Xinhua (New Chinza
News Agency) offices in Hap-
py Valley., The students will
join the candlelight vigil in
Vicroria Park on Jung 4,

show al the park between
June 5:and September 5 was:
rejected by 18 votes to 15,

T So0TH

“Association for De-

mocracy and People’s Liveli-

hood.

e

This was in spite of sup-
‘port Trom 11 Démocratic’
~ The sculpture by Dane
Jens Galschiot;, poriraying

Party members and fouroth-  -arrive tomerraw.

ers. including Yim Tin-sang
more than 50 painfully twist-
‘ed human bodies, will be set

of th

T L ]

Bid to exhi

ANGELAL!

An-attempt by the Alli-
Democratic Movement

it China to.put the sculpture
and 50 display boards on

‘ance in Suppornt of the Patri-

ofic

the Tiananmén killings, in

‘Sha Tin Central Park:

voted dowmn an-appiication o
display the Pillar of Shame

-sculpiure r.:u:mme_mmﬁng

Regional Council vesterday

The pro-Beijing camp in the

!’[ Jonj jaad - Soota CHINA - MORRILG ST

ance in human rights and
freedom™.

A group of about 150
Christians yesterday held a
gathering at Chater Garden
to mark the anniversary of
the June 4 killings.

They lit candles and
prayed for the detained, ex-
iled and the families of those
killed during the 1989 mili-
tary crackdown,
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After a shaky start, several artists in the territory are preparing to unveil their own installations to

who

s pro-democracy politi-

cians puzzle how they

will set up the contro-

versial eight-metre con-
arete Pillar Of Shame monolith on
fune 4, a group of local artists is
planning their own show for Vic-
toria Park’s candlelight vigil.

Members of the Young Artists’
Association and friends will set up
an installation sculpture park to re-
member the Tiananmen Square
massacre in their own way.

While Jens Galschiot
Christopherson’s Danish Pillar Of
Shane cost about $386,500, ac-
cording to the artist’s calculations,
to'build and transport from Odense
to the territory, the 10 Hong Kong
artists have a total of $40,000 to
spend on their own installation en-
deavours.

They are keen to participate,
even if it means subsidising them-
selves: after all, what the Urban
Council allows grudgingly in 1997
might not be even thinkable in
1998, even if there is a Victoria
Park (scheduled to be dug up and
renamed Central Park) available:

Curator of the show, Lau Kin-
wai; called a meeting in the Fringe
Club on Thursday night. One hour
after the scheduled start, Lau was
bepinning to look at his watch - so
far journalists outnumbered artists
by three to two, all drinking red
wine in the bar,

“Artists,” he said, shaking his
head and sipping his cabernet
sauvignon thoughtfully, *theyre
always late.”

A quarter of an hour later, Wong
Shun-kit, who founded the Young
Artists Association in 1993, turned
up apologising that he had got
caught up. But no signs of Victor
Leung, Ban Cheong, Rupert Wong,
Bore Wong, Louisiana Chan or So
Sau-yin,

Evervone gol oul their maobile
phones, and after some energetic
button-tapping established no one
else was coming — Bore Wong was
supposed o have called everyone
but his mother was very ill and he
was too pre-occupied.

Still, having to make do with
half-meetings is nothing new to al-
ternative arts curators whatever
country they live in, and with three
artists plus Lau there was a good
enough basis for talking temporary
structures. :

Lau'stole istochoose his collab-

commemorate the June 4 crackdown, writes Victoria Finlay

Show of
support
for those

died

orators, decide how the works
should be arranged on the ground,
and to distribute the Arts Develop-
ment Council (ADC) grant.

Asa member of the ADC’s visu-
al arts committee, Lau had to step
down from meetings during which
his application was discussed.

What Lau does not intend to do
is vet the other contributions. “I let
people do what they feel is approp-
riate.”

Lasi year Lau worked on his
own, applying for a $12.000 grant
to put up a June 4
scaffolding with
flags in memory of
the ones who died.

It was partly as a
test that the ADC
was using artistic
rather than political
criteria for its deci-
sion-making (unlike
the Urban Council,
whose recent deci-
sion to ban the Pil-
lar from Statue
Sguare, was un-
doubtedly a political
one) and parily “be-
cause it’s important
the massacre is re-
membered in differ-
ent ways'™.

This year the
park will be open to
the group from
around Spm on
Tuesday afternoon,
so one of the main
criteria for an effec-
tive installation
work is that it can ac-
tually be installed
within 24 hours.

“The artists will
arrive in the early
evening, and then we
plan to work through
the night to have ev-
erything ready for
June 4.

“We'll bring
sleeping bags,” said Lau, who will
be praying for no rain.

Rain would not only make the
sculpture material soggy it would
also reduce the power of the sight of

50 many thousand people holding

candles in the park, praying for the

‘past, and hoping for their future.

“While Galschiot, in his Pillar Of
Shame, has dwelt graphically on
the agony of the past, the Hong

41

Kong artists seem to be looking as
much forwards as backwards in
theirwork. I *

‘This is perhaps inevitable in a
month when tomorrow seems all-
important, and countdowns {o zero
hour are everywhere.

Wong Shun-kit plans to set up a
four-metre high no-entry sign, stud-
ded with great windmill arms made
of tree branches. '

“It’s a responsé to everyone in
authority who says ‘no, no, no’,”
said Wong. :

1t is not, he adds, that anyone in
Hong Kong hias said *no" to him in
such unambiguous terms; ‘

“It is just the general atmos-
phere, here and in Beijing seven

years ago, that 1 am commenting

Oﬂ-"
Wong, who was born in Shang-

Foe s/ TTES

JENNIE LA

REACH OUT
AND TOUCH:
Lau Kin-wai
with his pieco
for last year;
To Wun's tall
column
topped with
feathery
wings to
symbolise
freedom,
above; and
Wong Shun-
kit's no-
entry sign
highiighting
authorlty'’s
negative
stance, with
its windmill
arms made
from
branches, left

hai (“like Tung Chee-hwa'') came
to Hong Kong in 1983, a time when
China was full of people who said
¥no'" to artists.

“I haven't found that here,” he
said. “Hong Kong is very free for
people to do almost anything they
like. I really hope we keep this, be-
cause it is the most important thing
[ know."

Theno-entry sign will be built to

- )
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HINA has pres
sured a Swiss ship-
d ping company into
pulling out of a

»deliver the "“Pillar of
g~ statue to Hong
according to Danish
or Jens Galschiot.
Galschiot arrived in
irritory yesterday to
€ the mounting of his
wersial sculpture for
Kong’s commemor-
of the bloody June 4
lown.

ill be the last such
¢ before the
ver.
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with Swiss shipping
my M &R six weeks
but was told om
lay the company was
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‘If you want freedom, you’ve got to take a stand’

ALEX LO

A street cleaner donated a
large chunk of her daily in-
come to the organisers, a
stockbroker brought his fam-
ity from Ma On Shan to Cen-
tral and an artist flew in from
Denmark to lend support,

“I am just a humble and
half-literate street cleaner,
but I am also a Chinese. I
know $20 is not much, but for

).

me the donation is my sup-
port for the people here
today,” said Wu Hing, who
makes about $200 a day and
was on duty cleaning up Stat-
ue Square vesterday,

As loudspeakers blasted
patriotic songs, a dozen pro-
testers unfurled the five-by-
eight metre poster of the
Goddess of Demogracy in
front of stockbroker Patrick
Lee Wai-shing and his three-

year-old daughter, Helen.
“This is part of her educa-
tion. I don’t consider myselfa
die-hard Chinese nationalist
but | want my child to under-
stand June 4 and its historical
significance.” he said.

“For Hong Kong people
like us to have a chance after

July 1, we have to understand
what kind of government we
are dealing with in China.

“The June 4 killings

taught us the level of violence
the Chinese Government was

capable of perpetrating

against its own people.”
Mrs Lee cheered as

‘marchers hoisted the huge

poster blocking the front en-
try of the Xinhua building.
“This is very moving. I hope
we will march again next
year.” she said. 1]
Jens Galschiot, Danish

Shame, and 18-year-old son

Lasse. took part in the protest

after arriving on Friday.
“Some people think we

should not do anything to up-

-set the Chinese Government.

I think that’s wrong. If you
want freedom, you have got
to take a stand,” he said.
The sculpture will be on
display in Victoria Park on
Wednesday for the June 4

sculptor of the Pillar of . candlelight vigil.

T out.
aink they have been
ired) by someone in
thinese government
id, ‘if you do that, the:
e market will be
to your’,”” he said.
is (would be) a catas-
for them because
ave a lot of business
on in the whole of

Flashbacic Albert Ho holds a picture of the statue sarfier this mornth.

Mr Galschiot said by re-
fusing to transport the
sculpture , ‘the Swiss com-
pany had become part of
the political decision to ban
the statue in Hong Kong.

The Swiss company told
the Hong 1w Slandard
yesterday the M & R direc-
tor was attending an all-day
méeting,

Both the Urban Council
and the Municipal Council
have refused applications
by the Hong Kong Alliance
in' Support of Patriotic
Democratic Movement in
China to display the statue
in public ‘pa:lli's. '

“1 think it is selt
censorship,” Mr Galschiot

said,

Welcome gift: Pro-democracy legisiator Szeto Wah gives Jens Galschilot 2 symbel of democracy at Kai Tak..  PICTUREBY DANTEPERALTA

“They may be afraid of
Beijing’s reaction.””

Mr Galschiot said he held
a dim view of the post
handover human rights
situation in Hong Kong.
~ He said if he were living
in Hong Keng, he would be
glad to have a foreign pass-

port.

As for comments by pro-
China councillors that the
“Pillar of Shame™ did not
match the joyful atmos-
phere of celebrating Hong
Kong's  handover, the
Danish: sculptor thought it
was more important for

Hong Kong people to have:

ireedom of choice,

Some people have de-

scribed the 8-metre-tall
statue as “‘horrible’” be-
cause it depicts 50 fully
twisted human bodies, but
Mr Galschiot said this de-
pended on people’s point
of view.

The statue will be
shipped to Hong Kong 10~

day and mounted in
Victoria Park on the even-
ing of 3 June. '
Alliance secretary-
general Albert Ho Chun-
yan said he hoped the
statue could be displayed
on one of the university
campuses after the June 4
commemoration.
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Banned

aArrives ir HK

E Pillar of Shame sculp-
-mmnc
ks by municipal councils -
ved in Hong Kong vester-

The controversial two-me-
artwork, which depxcts a
isof 50 bodies writhing in
I, will be shown briefly at

loria Park and hkenesses

[d Spring up at some uni-
ities.
tudents of the elght tertia-
mltute.s are painting on-.
pus pictures of the God-
of Democracy — the statue
foyed by the People’s Lib-
on Army in Tianammen
ire duringthe 1989 massa-
~and some hope to setup
s of the Pillar of Shame.
he Hong Kong Alliancein
iort of Patriotic Demo-
¢Movement in China, or-
iers of the June 4 candle-
,wg;l will move the two-
‘sculpture from Kwai
g container port to a bas-
il court in Victoria Park
uesday, before unveiling
lusk.
1e Alliance had appliedto
eg.lona] and Urban coun-
9 show the sculpture in
lin Park and Kowloon
but both apphcat: ons
re_]ected
ilytechnic University
nts® union president Lit
‘wai said students would
rrmission from universi-
:ad Professor Poon
-kworng this week to dis-
ikenesses of the sculp-

e aim to set up such a
ure on campus perma-
- We may not be able to

i
aysmuv KWOK
:

get the permission from the

universiy before June 4, and

we are 1ot sure how much
chance we will have to get the
‘approval,” Ms Lit said.

“But we will definitely go

ahead with our plan to paint
the Geddess of Democracy be-
fore June 4. This is to remind

students not to forget the

incident.”

The university originally
opposed applications to paint
' a picture of the statue on cam-
pus but backed down alter
students’ protests.

Kelvin Yip San-wa of the

University of Secience and
“Technology said the uniion was
waiting for an answer to its re-
quest to paint a picture of the
Statue.

_ But students at Chinese
Umvetslty, Hong Kcmg Uni-

versity and the Baptist Uni-
versity said they would submnt
no applications.

Patrick Wong Chun-sing of
the Hong Kong University
said: “We will paint the God-
dess ofDemocracy outside the
Studeﬂ.ts‘ union Ofﬁcﬁs

“We are university stu-
dents. We are mature enough
to decide what we can do and
what we can’t. Weneedmr&
port to the unaversgty every-
thing we do.”

Todgy there will be a march

om Chater Garden at 3 pm
to lhe Xinhua (New China
News Agency) n!’ﬁces in Hap-
py Valley. The students will
join the candlelight vigil in
Victoria Park on June 4.

P e i
® Flame still burns: apainﬂmoﬂhaﬁoddmomemoemcyhpreparedlnthemn-uptueventsmark!

ﬂil A

ng June 4 Ricky Chung
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When the June 4 annlversary is over, the terrltoi"ys future leaders will face a key test

Justice 1n
balance
over the
Alliance

What happens to the controversial body
after the handover will be a pointer to the
judicial independence of the SAR, argues

Political Editor Chris Yeung
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eginning tomaorrow,

there will be a series of

marches, candle-lit vig-

‘ils and exhibitions to

commemorate the last Tianan-

men anniversary before Hong

Kongbecomes a Special Adminis-
trative Region (SAR).

A few thousand peaple are ex-
pected to assemble tomorrow at
Chater Gardens before demon-
strating outside Xinhua (the New
China News Agency) in the after-
naon. : L

As dusk falls on Wednesday
evening, many more thousands
are to pay tribute to the victims of
the June 4 suppression at a can-
dle-lit rally at Vietoria Park in
Causeway Bay.

Although this has now turned
into an annual ritual, this year's

commemorative activities carry
special significance. ,

Less than one month before
July 1, the public response to-
wards the June 4-related rallies
will be seen as a barometer of (he
degree of support from the com-
munity over activities which the
communist leaders are uneasy
with, '

The presence of participants at
the marches and rallies may not
be a vote of unreserved support
for the cause of the controversial
Hong Kong Alliance in Support of
Patriotic Democratic Movemnent
in China.

But there should be no mistake
that it will be a clear expression of
common aspirations and calls on
the Communist-led government
to imprave its democracy and hu-
man rights record. ,

If enthusiasm is re-ignited for
commemorative activities over
the next few days. it will be be-
cause of the feeling of doom and
gloom about the posi-handover
future of the alliance and, more
fundamentally, the room for tol-
erance of unwelcome expression
of opinions in the community on
mainland affairs.

The “now or never” sentiment
is likely o drive more people to
join the rallies and demonstra-
tions this year for the simple rea-
son the future of freedom of ex-
pression in the territory remains
in doubt, ‘

~ The less-likely scenario is that
there will be a lower turnout at
this year's June 4 rallies. Should
that happen, it will be a severe
blow to the alliance and other pro-
demaoeracy activists.

This would either be because
members of the public are no
longer interested in June 4 and
politics in general, are scared
away by China’s fierce criticism,
or chose not to irritate the con-
munist regime. i

Branded by Beijing as subver-
sive, the alliance has been em-
broiled in controversy within the
community since its formation in
the heyday of the 1989 pro-de-
MOEracy movement.

Calls have been made by
prominent community leaders,
publicly and privately, for alli-
ance leaders to disband the body
to help remove tension between
the territory and China in the af
termath of the crackdown.

Clearly a thorn in the flesh of
the communist leadership, the al-
liance has survived simply be-
cause it has operated within the
law under British rule in the past
eight years. :

Underlying persistent fears
about the future of the alliance are
worries that the next government

might adopt new laws to outlaw
the body,

Even though new curbs have
been introduced on civil libertieg
laws by the government-in-wait-
ing, the mere existence of the alli-
ance does not seem 10 contravene
any of the existing ordinances,

Some post-handover officials
have also said publicly they did
not think the alliance would be-
come unlawful after July 1 be-
cause of the new legislative
amendments,

The only probable way to trap
the alliance into the legal net is to
¢reate a new one, which can be
done when the post-handover

government legislates on article

23 of the Basic Law,

The article, among other
things, bans subversive activities
against the central government.

However, that might be easier
said than done.

Chief Executive-designate
TungChee-hwa and his top advis-
ers should have learned a lesson
from their earlier attempt to curb
civil liberties in the amendments
to the Public Order Ordinance
and the Societies Ordinance,

Any legislation that is vaguely
defined and can be arbitrarily in-
terpreted will be pounced upon by
the local and international com-
munities, ‘

The alliance has in the
past few years barely
managed to finance
the commemorative
activities around
every June 4. It has
hardly posed a real
threat to the
communist regime in
the mainland

?

It is also doubtful whether a
new law can be so devised as to

specifically target the alliance

without any infringement of the
rights and liberties promised un-
der the Basic Law, :
And even if there were such a
law, it cannot be taken for granted

that the first legislature will give it

its stamp of approval. ,

The beauty of an election in its
real sense is that the candidates
and political parties have to take
inte account the aspirations and
anxieties of the community.

Any support for harsh laws
that are aimed at outlawing the
pro-democracy alliance is likely
to cost many votes forthe political
hopefuls.

There is also the question of

‘whether such a law would survive

a legal challenge in courts given
the assurances on civil rights and

liberties in the Basic Law.

The all-party support from the
community for the appointment
of leading barrister Andrew Li
Kwok-nang as the chief justice-
designate has shown the level of
public confidence in the preserva-
tion of an independent judicial
system after the handover.
 There is a beliefthat the future
courts under the leadership of Mr
Li will continue to dispense jus-
tice and uphold the rule of law in
the SAR.

An independent judiciary is

[the strongest guarantee that any

of the alliance’s activities will be
allowed as long as they are within
the law.

Beijing and the future govern-
ment should understand well how
much damage would be done to
Hong Kong ifthe independent ju-
dicial system was impaired by po-
litical pressure from the executive
authorities. ‘

Any threat to an independent
Judiciary will cast grave doubts on
the territory’s legal system and
rule of law,

At issue is no longer the lawful
rights and freedoms of 4 section of
the community, but the funda-
mentals - a free society, the rule of
law and an independent judicia-

The anxiety over the fate of the
alliance does not lie with the ques-
tion of whether it will become un-
lawful in future,

Should there be a new piece of
legislation, the alliance will have
to'abide by that law if it does not
want 10 go underground,

That can easily be done by re-
adjusting its strategy and avoid-
ing activities that might go against
the law,

The imminent threat comes
more from a perception within
some portions of the community
that it is politically unwise and
undesirable for the alliance to
continue to pursue its cause and
organise activities such as the
June 4 commemoration.

The recent controversy over
the display of the Pillar of Shame
sculpture at parks and open areas
has shown a tendency for some
people to “self censor” activities
that might be seen as provoking
China.

The Danish sculptor Jens
Galschiot explained earlier that
the Pillar of Shame - depicting
more than 50 painfully twisted
human bodies — was to be put in
place to test how far the author-
ities could tolerate human rights
and freedom, However, it was re-
jected from Sha Tin Park after be-
ing opposed by the Region
Council’s pro-Beijing lobby.

Funded largely by donations,
the alliance has in the past few
years barely managed to finance
the key commemorative activities
around every June 4. It has hardly
posed a real threat to the commu-
nist regime in the mainland.

[ts role is now more a symboli¢
one. But like it or not, the exis-
tence of the alliance is in itself a
test of how far the central and
SAR leadership can tolerate dis-
sent. ' ‘
The irony now, however, is
that some people in the communi-
ty itself seem no longer able to tol-
erate it,

» Sunday Agenda - Han
Dengfang’s rallying call
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Hand of fate
Sculptor Jens Galschiot is presented with the Goddess of Democracy statuette by Szeto Wah, who vowed to keep the Pillar of Shame in Hong Kong to indicate the authorities’ degree of tolerance.

Fear of Beijing
behind sculpture
ban, says artist

JOICE PANG

The sculptor of the Pillar of
Shame commemorating June
4 acoused municipal council-
lors of self-censorsmra for op-
posing the statue’s public dis-
play.

Jens Galschiot. who ar-
tived from Denmark yester-
day, said: “They may be
afraid of the Beijing
reaction.”

The 43-year-old sculptor
«considered opposition to his
work a normal reaction.

Praise and damnations
were “a part of art”, he said.

Whether the sculpture.
which features 50 painfully
twisted human bodies. was
horrible depended “on how
you look at it”, he said.

The cIa.y-madework wasa

“symbol™ to mark “our kmd
of freedom of expression™
and the hope of not losing
rights, he said.

Galschiot plans to put up
10 to 20 sculptures in various
pasts of the world, _lust ta
make sure people are ¢clear on
what happened”.

He admitted his works
hdd set some governments.
against him: and the Chinesé
Government had been
among them, he believed.

The sponsors of the sculp-
ture, the Hong Kong Alliance
in Support of Patriotic Dem-
ocratic Movement in China,
has vet to find a permanent
place for the sculpture, which
isdue to arrive today and will
be put up in Victoria Park on
Wednesday.

Albert Ho Chun-van of
the alliance said: “We hope
university authorities and
student unions will. give us
the approval.

“If a free place like a uni-
versity cannot accept such a
small sculpture, then it would
bea very sad day for every
one of us."”

Chairman of the alliance

SzetoWah vowed to keep the

Pillar of Shame in Hong
Kong to “‘indicate the

authorities’ degree of toler-
ance in human nghts and
freedom”.

A group of about 150
Christians yesterday held a

‘gathering at Chater Garden

to mark the anniversary of

the June 4 killings.

They lit candles and
prayed for the detained, ex-

iled and the families of those

killed during the 1989 mili-
tary crackdown.

In the balance - Pa_gn 19
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smorations, too, says Ip Kwok-
member of Hong Kong’s largest
a party. If Hong Kong is obsessed
ananmen, he asks, “how will
ok at the situation?”' China has
1 to let Hong Kong preserve its
fe — free speech and all — in the

promoting economic prosperity.
1 economic benefit that Hong
ngs be worth the price?” wonders

sany Hong Kong people just won't
about Tiananmen. Ome group has
npaigning to display ‘the Pillar of
‘a six-meter tall bromze sculpture
z the piled-up dead of Tiananmen,
Kong's public parks. (So far, the
jent won't let them.) Then last
HJong Kong's Democratic Party
i in-your-face motion in the Leg-
Council calling on China to reverse

ment condemning the 1989 student pas

nt as.a counterrevolutionary rebel-

 Wah, the Democratic Party elder
nsored the motion, dismisses criti-
t he and his colleagues deliberately
nina’s wrath. “We awe expressing
lon,” says Mr. Szeto. ‘'As a Hong

rson, how can I not care ahout the

if China?”

the law. Others, though, would like to make

the problem go away: A pro-China organi-
zation tried to block the Victoria Park cere-
mony this year by staging a three-week soc-
cer tournament to be held in the park in late
May and early June. The government,
though, forced the soccer organizers to give
up their venue from the evening of June 3
until the following night. .

Still, even China’s advisers in Hong
Kong believe it unlikely China will try to
prevent June 4 demonstrations in the terri-
tory altogether. Lau Siu-kai, a member of
China’s Preparatory Committee on Hong
Kong affairs, argues that China’s leaders
would rather ignore the matter, as long as
it isn't rubbed in their faces. : -
~ Besides, China would pay a high price
for a clampdown on protests. Many ordi-
nary Hong Kong people care about the June
4 issue deeply. For those who hold foreign
passports and have the option to leave,
June 4 demonstrations will be a litmus test.
“If you can still commemorate June 4, it
‘represents that, at least at a certain level,
people are still allowed to speak out,” says
‘Stanley Ng Wing-fai, a member of Hong
Kong's Urban Council. 1 o

If the new government fails the test,
suggests Mr. Ng, ‘I think a ot of people
would emigrate.”

Jong

By PETER STEIN
Staff Reporter

KONG — In 34 days, China and
ng will celebrate togetherness as
‘of colonial rule come fo an end.
eek, however, the two piaces will
‘chance to ponder the one issue that
them more than any other: the

en Square massacre of 1989,
e 20,000 or more people are expected
to Hong Kong's Victoria Park next
day, where they will light candles
y for the souls of the June 4 dead.
hering will mark the eight years
“soldiers of the People’s Liberation
crushed pro-democracy protests on

éts of China’s capital.

reds, perhaps thousands of people
mght in 1989. And the horror of
hs still reverberates through the
ed relationship between this city
at time, it's difficult to forget,” ad-
aul Yip, a senior adviser to Hong
incoming chief executive, Tung
Wa. In one sense, the democracy
Mivement inspired patriotism as Hong
ong people empathized with student ac-

Kong and China Ties

tivists in China. *‘Tt was critical for making
Hong Kong what it is now,”" says Mr. Yip.

‘But the events of June 4 devastated
Hong Kong. In the aftermath, many of the
city’s best and brightest moved overseas to
safe havens like Canada and Australia.
Many of those who stayed behind continue
to commemorate Juné 4 each year in
Victoria Park. _

In China, though, Tiananmen is taboo.
Each June 4, Chinese police patrol the
square, whisking away the few protesters
who attempt to lay wreaths. In Hong Kong,
China’s officials warn locals that theirs is
an ‘‘economic city," and they should avoid
turning it into a “political’ one.

No event illustrates more concisely the |

prave fear Hong Kong harbors toward
China — and the fear China, 100, harbors

toward Hong Kong. For Hong Kong, tanks

rolling through downtown Beijing streets
symbolized the potential for disaster under
the Chinese rule that commences July 1. A
popular saying at the time summed up the
sentiment aptly: “Today’s Beijing is tomor-
row’s Hong Kong.” '

For Beijing, though, the events of 1989
were a reminder that Hong Kong's pluralis-

The “Pillar of Shame™ sculpture
commemorafing the Tiananmen massacre

tic society poses considerable political risk
for China's authoritarian leadership, The
1989 student movement, after all, gave birth
to the Hong Kong Alliance in Support of the
Patriotic Democratic Movement in China —
a group that China brands as *‘counterrevo-

lutionary” .and which tops its black list of
Please Turn to Page 12, Column 5
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Anger at
sculpture
rejection

ANGELA LI -

Legislators are to complain to
the Chief Secretary over the
|l;‘!rl:vzam Co?ncil}s refusal to al-
ow the Pillarof Shame sculp-
ture commemorating the
Tiananmen Square massacre
to be displayed at its venues.

Urban councillors refused
this week to overturn a deci-
sion by the Recreation Select
Committee rejecting the
booking application by the
Hong Kong Alliance in Sup-
port of the Patriotic Demo-
cratic Movement in China.

At the Legco panel on
Broadcasting, Culture and
Sports, Andrew Cheng Kar-
foo, of the Democratic Party,
described the decision as po-
litical censorship and asked
whether officials and urban
councillors had colluded to
reject the application.

But the administration
denied there was any political
censorship on its part.

Members passed a resolu-
tion to write to Anson Chan
Fang On-sang, urging her to
investigate whether officials
had failed to maintain politi-
cal neutrality in handling the
alliance application.

Panel members will also
writeto Urban Council chair
man Dr Ronald Leung Ding-
bong, condemning the deci-
sion toturn down the booking
application.

They accused the depart-
ment of misleading council-
lors by saying a display of the
sculpture for a prolonged pe-
riod might cause inconve-
nience to users of Kowloon
Park or Chater Garden.

Oscar Ho, exhibition di-
rector of the Hong Kong Arts
Centre, described the move
as “openly using a political
Teason” to reject the public
display of a work of art,
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Request for permission to display June 4 Pillar of Shame statue denied

11 councillors
walk out over

sculpture ban

ANGELA LI

Eleven Urban Councillors
walked out of the chamber
yesterday after being told
they could not display a
sculpture commemorating
the June 4 massacre at coun-
cil venues.

The group donned masks
with ““political censorship”
written on them before leav-
ing: The pro-democracy
councillors wanted to exhibit
the Pillar of Shame sculpture
in Chater Garden or Kow-
loon Park between June and
September.

“This is purely political
censorship. They simply
don’t like the message carried
by this sculpture,” said Szeto
Wah, ¢hairman of the Hong
Kong Alliance in Support of
the Patriotic Democratic
Movement in China.

Councillors voted down
by 18 to |3 the Democratic
Party's att&mpl 1o nvertum
last week’s decision to reject
the application for the seulp-
ture’s display. !

Among those who voted
against were the Association
for Democracy and People’s
Livelihood (ADPLY),

Later Mr Szeto said: '
condemn the ADPL, Al-
though the ADPL are mem-
bers of the alliance, they vot-
ed against the motion.”

Cheung Man-kwong, a
leading member of the alli-
ance, said: “This is an insult
to art. They should be
ashamed of themselves.”

Despite the rejection of
the application, Mr Szeto
said the Pillar of Shame

» The Democratic Party and
The Frontier were given per-
mission to hold forums and
exhibitions in Statue Square
next month.

Urban Councillors quashed
last week's rejection of applica-
tions by a vote of 1810 12, with
four abstentions.

The Frontier plans a pub-
li¢ forum on feelings and aspi-
rations on the handover in the
square on June 27, as well as
from 9 am on June 30 to mid-
day on July 1. The Democrat-
ic Party can use the same ven-
ue from the evening of June 25
to the morning of June 27, as
well as from & am on June 28
to. 7 am on June 30.

The events will include a
photo exhibition and a film
show on human rights.

wwuld be exhibited in Vie-

toria Park during the candle-
light vigil on June 4 mm-kmg

the eighth anniversary of the

1989 massacre,

Last night, the alliance.
the Social Democratic Front,

The Frontier and the Demo-

cratic Party demanded the

Director of Urban Services
explain why double stan-

‘dards were applied to book-

ing applications.
They were referring 10 a
committee paper issued by

the Urban Council chambers

which said displaying the
sculpture and display boards
for such a long time might in-

convenience regular park us-

ers. It wnf‘ormed with the

primary use of the park, the

paper said.
The four groups want Lo

know why the Urban Servmes
Department has expressed no
similar worries over the ap-
plication by a pm-BEljlng
group to hold a carnival in
Chater Garden with decora-
tive lighting.

Legislator Emily Lau Wai-
hing of The Frontier said the
Legc:a s panel on broadcast-
ing, culture and sports would
tomorrow discuss the policy

on venues for the display of

arts in public places.

In a statement last night,
the ADPL said: “Chater Gar-
den and Kowloon Park are
two pnpularvenues for public
activities. To Ffacilitate other
users of the garden, the
ADPL proposes the alliance
display the Pillar of Shame

in UC art [exhibition]
premises,™

{

No show

SCMP pictures

Pro-democracy councillors protest outside the Urban Council after falllng to overturn a decision
preventing the Pillar of Shame statue from being displayed at Chater Garden or Kowloon Park

from June to September, The staiue (inset), marking June 4, will be exhibited in Victoria Park.
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Yellow Birders take flight

101- many of the assistants
‘ behind Operation Yellow
Bird — the dissident es-
«  cape route from China -
rucial question isnotwhether
will leave Hong Kong for saf-
jores, but when.
aced with uncertainties over
r own safety after Hong
g'sreturn to ChinaonJuly 1,2
ful of activists say they have
hoice but to become the terri-
's first political dissidents in

"his core group of activistswill
oining about 120 mainland
lents and scholars they have
red lead a virtual life of exile.
rewillleave here withthe hope
sturning one day.

A\ member of the operation,
1 (not his real name), acknowl-
ed they were “biting the tail of
tiger™. '

‘Just like the activities of

iggling syndicates, what we
€ been doing is plainly against
law in Hong Kong and China.”
The operation’s name, Yellow
d, comes from a Chinese idiom
L says while a praying mantis
ys on a cicada, a yellow bird
{ts behind.

The group formed in theafter-
th of the Tiananmmen Square
ings on June 4. 1989, when stu-
it leaders. scholars and workers
lolved with the pro-democracy
ivement were feeing for safety.
Some were placed on a wanted
- Others lived under threat of
rsecution.

Then an “underground” route
ened. leading them to Hong

Activists who helped mainland dissidents into exile are set to emulate them. Joice Pang reports

Kong - stepping stone to the West.
Aided by people they had never
met before, the escapees were
whisked to safety in specially
hired vehicles. It was not until
they found themselves on planes
heading for the West that they re-
alised how well organised the op-
eration was. Among those who
used the “‘expressway” to flee wese
prominent dissidents Liu Gang,
Wuer Kaixi ( #mm#), Li Lu
(% &), Yan Jiaqi (&), Su
Shaozhi and Chen Yizi.

Yellow Bird also played a part
in the famous escape of Chai Ling
( %% in 1990 and veteran
Wang Xizhe (E#%) last Octo-
ber.

The operation’s activities have
¢ost more than $16 million, most
of which has gone to triad agents
who played an integral role.

Members of the rescue team —
some of whom travelled to Beijing
in May 1989 to provide humani-
tarian aid to protesters at Tianan-
men Square — never thought their
actions would have repercussions.

But for the eight years since the
crackdown, they have had to lead

double lives, working behind the

scenes to help smuggle dissidents
out of China.

Another member. Sam (also
not his real name), said: "1 was
saddened by the way aman’s pride
could be ruined when 1 witnessed

how a reputable Chinese scholar
shivered as he first stepped on to
Hong Kong soil.”

At the height of the rescue in
1989 and 1990, there were more
than 100 rescue operations.

Police have advised Sam, a vet-
eran activist, to stay away from
dock and container-unloading
areas, fearing he will be forcibly
taken to the mainland for trial.

Yellow Bird members have
been particularly vigilant about

of Dan and Sam were detained
briefly and interrogated in China
about the operation. In addition,
one of Dan’s friends was shown a
picture of him and asked to identi-
fy him.
“Obviously they [the Chinese
authorities] are warning us to stop
our activities and letting us know
we have already been identified.”
Yellow Bird suffered a severe
blow in late 1989 when it failed to.
rescue leading dissidents Chen

Ziming ( PEFHI) and Wang
Juntao (EXEMW). who were sen-
tenced to 13 years in jail. Three
people who assisted in the botched
operation were also arrested and
jailed. _

Two core organisers fled in
1989 in the face of mounting pres-
sure.

“Sometimes I am bewildered
by what I have been doing,” said
Sam. “Though I am an ordinary
Hong Kongcitizen, I seem to beon

reducing the risk _ the wrong side of
of being caught. ‘ the track.”

They have limit- ; - A few col-
ed their use of [Rescuers] .. . never leagues did not
phones, foriin- s understand why
stance, and have .thoughf their he was alienat-
kept a constant : - ing a strong and
check for bug- actions would have  iyving China -
ging devices, _repercussions 4 question he

Despite their " ‘agked himself.

caution, a few ’ The group
years ago friends suffered another

major setback when a key agent
decided to make amends with
China by fronting up at the State
Security Bureau in Beijing,
China’s secret-police unit.

~ Despite the setbacks, Dan says
he seldom thinks of quitting.
“Once work has started, it is

. pointless to hand it over te some-

one else because that means an-
other person will be put on the
[subversion] blacklist,” he said.
“That’s the reason [Beijing] deep-

1y hates us. We have not shown
any sign of repentance over the
years.””

Sam added: “‘Someone has to
do the job. How can we ignore the
cries for help?”

With Yellow Bird now an open
secret, Beijing officials have
moved to put pressure on the ad-
ministration through diplomatic
channels.

“In China’s point of view,
these dissidents are plainly want-
ed criminals,” said Professor Lau
Siu-kai, a Preparatory Committee
member. He added that to avoid
trouble, members of the Opera-
tion should leave the territory be-
fore the handover.

Cheung Man-kwong, a leader
of the Hong Kong Alliance in Sup-
port of the Patriotic Democratic
Movement in China, said: “Com-
pared with the tremendous work
they have done and the risk they
have taken, my help amounts to
nothing.” It is the members of the

‘operation who are the most vul-
nerable, he said. “*Surely it is not

Szeto Wah, Martin Lee Chu-ming,
Lau Chin-shek or Cheung Man-
kwong whose safety is at stake.

“People in the overseas dissi-
dent community can criticise
Szeto Wah or Cheung Man-
kwong, but dare not say a word
against them [members of the Op-
eration].

“It is unimaginable that people
would risk their lives by reaching
out to total strangers. That was
triggered simply by their fury over
the killings [on June 4],” he said.

My Cheung vowed to ensure
the identities of the operation are
never revealed, even if it means
using the influence of the Demo-
eratic Party or his own powersasa
legislator.

“*They have had to endure
enough hardship and sacrifice ... .
They deserve my deepest respect.

At the end of the day their ef- |

forts will win applause from all
corners of the world.™

Mr Cheung believes that in 10
years the June 4 killings will be
vindicated.

Not surprisingly, group mem-
bers have had difficulty deciding
whether to seek freedom in an
alien fand or take risks by staying
put.
“To me both alternatives im-
ply an equally unknown future,”
said Dan. “Nobody knows what
kind of treatment we will face.
Smuggling charges? Deportation
to China? Political trial for sub-
version or spying? Anything is
possible.

“But it is hard for us = helpers
and dissidents — to cope with the

idea of becoming exiles ourselves

.. 1don’t want to be an asylum-
seeker because 1 would be stuck
with that for the rest of my life.”

Sam added: “The worst thing
for me is not simply detention. but
torture and outrageous interroga-
tion over our knowledge of sec-
rets.” '
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Hong Kong to build

Tiananmen statue o

HONG KONG — In 2 chal-
lenge to upcoming Chinese rule,
Hong Kong activists said Thurs-
day they will erect a 26-foot
statue o commemorate vicums
of China’s 1989 crackdown on
pro-democracy demonstrators.

mmﬁﬁﬁ will be
unveiled at a candlefight vigil on
june 4, the anniversary of
China’s crushjing" of msﬂt:;
tions at Beijing’s Tiananm

Square and in O (Chinese
cities, the activisis said, They
called the monument 2 iast ges-
ture of defiance toward China
before Hong Kong's handover.
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Activists to build
il o
HONG KONG - In a chal-

China’s 1989 crackdown on pro-
democracy demonstrators. =~ -
The Pillar of Shame will be un-
veiled at a candlelight vigil on
June 4, the anniversary of Chi-
na’s crushing of demonstrations
at Beijing’s Tiananmen Square
and in other Chinese cities, the

activists said.

They called the monument a
last gesture of defiance toward
7€] 21 mm
statue by Danish sculptor Jens
Galschiot depicts 50 painfully
twisted human bodies. =l
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‘?Activists to build Tiananmen memorial

. HONG KONG (AP) — In a chal-
;:;lenge to upcoming Chinese rule,
Hong Kong activists said Thursday

said.

“  They called the monument a last
esture of defiance toward China
'%efm Hong Kong's handover, 27

«they will erect a 26-foot statue to -
\commemorate victims of China's
1989 erackdown on pro-democracy
|demenstrators. W
.. The Pillar of Shame will be un-
wveiled at a candlelight vigil on
“June 4, the anniversary of China’s
“crushing of demonstrations at Bei-
\jing’s Tiananmen Square and in
~other Chinese cities, the activists

days later.

'The three-story-high bronze stat-
ue by Danish sculptor Jens Gals-
chiot depicts Eﬂ.pah.n‘gﬂl
human bodies, said the
Alliance in Support of Patriotic
Democratic Movements in China.
~ China has promised Hong Kong
can keep its freedoms after the Ju-
ly 1 handover but also has suggest-
‘ed some will be limited. '
__Chinese Foreign Minister Qian
Qichen has said Hong Kong ac-
tivists should not hold their annu-
al rally commemorating the 1989
crackdown after the colony reverts
to Chinese rule. “

ully twisted
ong Kong

] Ty =17
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Sculpture ‘to be test on rights’

By Lily Mak

DANISH  sculptor ~ Jens

* Galschiot savs anyv action

against the Fillar of Shame
aculpture after the
handover will confirm the
future government's con-
tempt for human rights
and freedom of expression.

Mr Galschiot said the
sculpture, which will be
mounted in Victoria Park
for the June 4 Tiananmen
Square crackdown candle-
light vigil, would test the
validity of the new auth-
orities’ guarantees for civil
liberties in Hong Kong.

But he said he would not
lose any sleep over the
prospects of the sculpture
being desuoyed.

“Anv assault on the
sculpiire would just dis-
plav the contempt of the
authorities  for  humas.
rights und freedum of ex-
pression in Hong Kong,”
he said.

“Even the destruction of
the sculpture cannot rub
out the ssmbolic value of
the Pillar of Shame."’

Mr Galschiot said the
Pillar was '‘a sculptural
outcry from an arust with
the nght to say what he
likes™,

He said he supported the
"basic humanistic ideals of
liberty,  equality  and
brotherhood .

“Without the liberty to
criticise, equality before
the law and brotherhood
to care for each other,

sociery will slide into a sink
of corruption, abuse of

power and cruel op-
ression of the individual,”
e said.

“This is why I'm seting
ﬁlp the Pillar of Shame in

ong Kong, as a gift to the
Chinese people, with the
aim of perpetuating the
remembrance of the Bei-
Jjing massacre.”

The Pillar of Shame, an
eightmetre tall sculpture
depicting 50  painfully
twisted human bodies, was
the centre of controvers
among Urban Council
members last week when
the council's recreation
committee decided not to
allow its erection in Chater
Garden and Kowloon Park
during the handover.

g MAD  [AGY - S00TH  CHINA - HORWING POST
Urbco’s rejection of events planned for during and after handover infuriates liberals '

Court action threat over protes

SHARON CHEUNG

Pro-democracy groups yes-
terday threatened to go to
court if an Urban Council
ban on their protests during
and after the handover was
not dropped.

The council last week re-
jected an application 10 dis-
play a “Pillar of Shame"”
sculpture commemarating
the June 4 Tiananmen
Square killings in Chater
Garden and Kowloon Park
from June 10 September,

Challenge

to pledges

of freedom
set in stone

By James Kelly

AN eight-metre high stawe
commemorating the Tian-
anmen  Square massacre
‘was unveiled yesterday as
Jocal prodemocracy acti-
vists pledged to go on
commemorating the event
after the handover.
The two-tonne sculpture
Danish  artist Jens

" Galschiot was inspired by
~ the military crackdown on

pro-democracy protests in
jananmen  Square  on

‘ June 4, 1989.

“We will still hold the
gathering even if they ban
t,)" Szeto Wah, veteran
campaigner and chairman
of the Hong Rong Alliance
in Support of the Patriotic
Democratic Movement of

claiming the period was 100
long.

1t also rejected applica-
tions by the Demoeratic Par-
ty and The Frontier for rallies
in Statue Square between
June 25 and July 1.

The groups said applica-
tions would be resubmitted
1o the council’s Standing
Commillee LOMOrrow.

they would have to go to
court, said Albert Ho Chun-
van, a Democratic Party leg-
islator and member of the

If they were again refused,

Pillar of Shame: Albert Ho Chun-yan with a photograph

China, said: .

He said the alliance,
labelled by Beijing as “sub-
versive”, planned to hold

 its traditional candlelit vigil

every June 4.
Tt is not clear whether

* Hong Kong's post-colonial

government led by Chief

cecutive-designate  Tung
Chee-hwa will seek to ban
the annual pro-democracy
protest. .
But many believe this
ear's gathering will be the

- last major demonstration

before the handover.
Mr Szeto said the Pillar of
Shame, which depicis more

Cthan 50 painfully twisted

" human Dbodies, was in-

tended to test Beijing's
tolerance and pledges that
Hong Kong will have a
high dagiee of autonomy
under Chinese rule.

“The presence of the
seulpture will be a serious
test of the Chinese govern-
ment  to  uphold  their
promise of implementin
one country, two systems’
and the Basic Law,” he
said. '

Mr Szeto also said the
alliance had written to Mr
Tung urging him to attend
this year's June 4 protest.

“We hope Mr Tung, as a
Hong Kong citizen, can
participate in the June 4

Hong Kong Alliance in Sup-
port of the Patriotic Demo-
cratic Movement in China.

“Of course, we don’t want
1o appeal to court, so we hope
members of the Urban Coun-
¢il would not do something
which is shameful or would
harm the reputation of the
council,” he said.

Ursban Councillor Wong
Chung-ki of the Social Demo-
cratic Front said that all 41
councillors should attend the
vote and should cast votes
honestly.

vigil in order to experience
how Hong Kong people
copnmemorate the victims
of the June 4 massacre,” he
said.,

The general secretary of
the Hong Kong Alliance,
Albert Ho Chun-yan, said
the statue would become a
symbol of human rights for
Hong Kong people.

An inscription on the
statue says “the old can't
kill the young forever” in
English and Chinese,

Mr Ho said the statue
would be displayed at a
candlelight vigil in Victoria
Park on June 4.

*1 am very disappointed
that some DAB councillors
used their power in the coun-
cil to put political pressure on
others. As an elecied council-
lor, 1 hope they can vote hon-
estly this time,” he said.

penmcratic Party Urban
Councillor Stanley Ng Wing-

ai said the council should
akes its decision on wheth-
¢r the venues were available,
not on the content and func-
tion of the activities.

He was referring to com-

ments from council vice-

of the statue,

will  also
envelopes and
miniatures of the Goddess
of Democracy, the statue
that became the symbol of

chairman Ip Kwok-chung, of
the Democratic Alliance for
the Beiterment of Hong
Kong. who said the activities
of the democrats did not
match the spirit of the hand-
over. f

“It is not a reason 1o reject
ourapplication,” said Mr Ng,

The Urban Services De-
partment said the party could
not be allowed to rally in Stat-
ue Square or Chater Garden
because it would cause incon-
venience Lo visilors 1o a light-
ing show there.

Tony Aw

PICTURE BY TARAS KOVALIV

issue

pro-demociacy

t ban

dfs doar

o4 S
Memorial flight

Legislator Szeto Wah (left) helps at the Democratic Party launch
of & kite in Nai Chung, Sai Kung, in memory of the June 4 victims.
The 1989 students flew kites to obstruct army helicopiers.

movement.

He said the statue would
remain in the park the next
day.

Galschiot  approached
the alliance earlier this year
to see if it was interested in
the statue.

Mr Ho vowed: “We will

continue with our fight to

safeguard Hong Kong's
basic freedoms and basic
human rights as guaran-

teed 1o us."”
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Move to overtu
illar of Shame’ protest

By Lily Mak

HE  Democratic
Party will move a
motion  in the
Suanding  Com-
mittee  meeting of  the
Upban Council toinmorrow ta
overturn a decision by the
recreation  commillee o
ban the ereciion of the
Pillar of Shame sculpture at
Chater Garden and Kow-

-

conference  held by the
Democrats,  the Social
Democratic  Front, the

Hong Kong Alliance in Sup-
port of the Patriotic Demo-
ertic Movement in China
and the Frontier,

They condemned the
Urbca recreation coms-
mitiee decision on Wednes-
day as ‘‘political screen-
ing". The Democratic Al-
liance for the Beuerment of

[

Alliance secretary general
and Regional Council mem-
ber Albent Ho Chun-yan
said he hoped Urbeo would
not vote down the motion
and Jbring shame 1o Hong
Ranjpe™.

Mr Ho said the parties
wéuld consider underiak-
ing a judicial review should
the motion, to be moved by
Democratic  Party  Urban

rn ban on

“Any  band ol pre
screening of content by the
Urbco will he condtitive 0
‘content regnlation’, which

will violue  (i1he)  iner
mational  Lhuman nghts
weaty and o be chal-

lenged by the Bill ol Righs
Ordinance in Hong Kong,"
he said.

Mr Ho said i Urlwo
upheld the recreation com-
mittee ruling it would in

Heng  Kong le\'t'ﬂlit.!ll‘
and  Exhibition Centre in’ |
Wan Chai.

He also expressed con-
cern that Urbeo would use
the same method 0 ban
commemorative  activities
for the June 4, 1980,

crackilown.

Social Demoeratic Front
Urlbwo  member Wong
Chung-ki  criticised  the
Urban Services Department
for not making the decision
on the venue booking and
referring it w Urheo's rec-
yeation committee  for @
devision.

Democratie Party Urbeo
member Sanley Ng Wing-
fai  said  the  pro-China
Urlice members had never
been able o challenge the
artistic vitlue of the Pillar

: i h I - L r
:::::::hwf.':_!rk Ll Hong Kong and  Libesal  Comneillor Raim Maiwai. be elfeet e people o0 od it wisan obvious action
.Thu ;nn\'v was  an= Pty Urbeo members also voted down again tomorrow protest i places even les 1o curh freedom ol ex-
nounced at a joint press  voted down the applicaions.  morning. desiruble, like ovutside the  pression,
o MAD 199% THE HOMGRONG  SIAVDARD
Absence of opponents o

help Tiananmen motion

Y ide s

By Carmen Cheung

HE passape ol -

day's Democrar

sponsored inouon

on  the 1984
Tiananinen Square crack-
down is expecied o b
cased by the absence of
opposition in the Legislat
ive Council.

Spunsored by Democrat
Sreto Wik, the motion 18 set
1o pass because some of ils
likely opponents will®. be
attending today's Prepan-
tory Committee meeting in
Beijing.

Five independent legis-
Lators wha are also Prepira-
wry Commitiee members
have informed the Legeo
Secretaviat they will be ale
sent from today's sitting,

They are David Li Kwok-
pu, Lee Kaeming, Paul
Cheng Min;g-fun, Ernic Li Ka-
leung and Philip Wong Yu-

At rl‘: P iy,ﬂ;

Plllar protest: Pro-democracy sctivists demonsirato agains

THE HONGKONG STAVOA

F AT dy

homg. Liberal Party legis-
Lt Selina Chow Liang
Shukcyee s out ol town el
will ol petioa unnl nest
week. ‘

Eric Li said he believed
the moton would he prassed
alier he et some legis
Litors would neither speak
nor cast their votes,

dependen legishaion
Murpsiet Nyl Citizens
ooy clirwonman Chivistige
!.Hll l\.lIHH \\ui,

Mi Sseto's motion, which
says that the June 4, 19849,
Tiananinen ciackiduwin
“shiould be rvedressed™, s
alsa expected 10 be bucked
by tiee memibers of ihe

“The ADPL anll support Me Szeto’s motion as it

is also the starice of the

June 4 crackdoun. ™

ADPL, to redress the

Mr Szeto, the Democrat
chaivman ol the  Hong
Kong Alliince in Support ol
the  Pawione  Democrane
Movement in Chini, s be-
lieved o be counting on
about 27 votes in support of
his motion, not only frou
his Democratic Party but
also from the Fromier, in-

¥

t the dacision to ban the atatue.

Rp - 21 MAD - |47

Assocunon for Democracy
and  People’s  Livelihood
(ADPL).

“The ADPL will support
Mi Szeto’y miotion as 1 s
alsor the stance of the ADI'L
w vediess  the June
crackdown,” associition
chairman and Prepaciatory
Comnittee member Fred-

[y 2

erick Fang Kin-kee, But he
is also w Prepanitery Come
mittee inember and will not
be casting a voud

It was conlinned yesters

day that no government
olficial would vespond 1o
Mr Szewo’s imotion:

“Under the general prac-

tice, the governmment sends

olficials o answer uestions

uiinotions sponsored by

legislatoes only i the issuc is

telated o government busis
ness, " aspokesoan said.

But Mr Szeto suaid he

would not care whether his
mation
tlorsed or not and said he
hal
support ol other legislators,

debate  was  en-

not lohbicd for the

“What's more, | wan't

care whether or not govern-
ment officials wil give a
response,

" he said.

PICTURE BY AGNES CHEN
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Court action threat over protest ban

l.I
that some AR councillors

used th

r Sup-

port of the Patriotic Liemo-

ance 1

"

and after handover infuriates liberals
Hong Kong All

ing

claiming the period was too

tion of events planned for dur
long.
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the Denw cratic Allianee lor

the Betterment of Hoag

Romg, whi said the activities

ol tha

e coun-

eir power in |
cil to put political pressure on

‘na.

Ch

“Of course, we don'l wanl

in
to appeal to court, so we hope

Movement

cratic

It also rejected applica-

Pro-democracy groups yes-

by the Democratic Par-
ty and The Frontier for rallies

tons

terday threatened to go Lo

demoers dod not

others, As an elected council-

court if an Urban Council
ban on Lheir protests during

and alter the handover was

members of the Urban Coun-
cil would not do something

I the hand-

©SPHTIL A

nyateh th

AT,

in Statue Square hetween

June 25 and July 1.
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