
 
A Call to the World’s Artists 

A manifesto on the artist’s role in a globalized world 
 

 

Art’s voice is more necessary now than ever 
The world is in disarray. The changing climate sets a course towards catastrophe for 
the future of our children. Social inequality is growing. Populists and notorious liars 
are closing in on democracy’and racism creeps forward from all corners.  

Critical artistic utterances ring empty in museum’s halls while in praxis visual art’s 
voice is largely absent. Meanwhile NGOs, climate scientists, and humanists try 
desperately to communicate about complex issues like immigration, globalization, 
climate crisis, and populism.  

Art can through its visual influence mediate life’s biggest questions. It can 
reinterpret the way we look at our world and create a new understanding. 
Therefore, the established artist must take responsibility to maintain our hold on 
civilization’s humanity.    

• Visual art must become an active player in our world’s development, 
and use its visual power to give voice to protests, manifestations, and to 
disrupt the public space.   

• Visual art must help scientists communicate and visualize results and 
data – thereby countering climate scepticism, populism, and ‘alternative 
facts’. 

• Artists  must connect with NGOs fighting for a better world. 

• The established art world should show, that its relevance extends 
beyond the art institutions. That art is more than a lucrative vehicle, 
polished floors, exclusive, artsy language, and elitist projects. 

• Visual art must be the little boy in The Emperor’s New Clothes who 
reveals that the Emperor is completely naked. Right now artists are more 
likely to act like the King’s admiring followers.  

 

Art in Defence of Humanism (AIDOH.DK), June 9th, 2017 
  

Meet us by the Refugee Ship at Fulda River in Kassel from  09.06. - 14.06.  Docking stations by: Die Schlagd or Auedamm 13 
Contact: Jens Galschiøt, Art In Defence Of Humanism - Aidoh@aidoh.dk / ph. +45 6170 3083 

NB. None of this is a part of documenta14! 

mailto:Aidoh@aidoh.dk


The Refugee Ship 

This sculpture manifestation 
can be seen on the Fulda 
River. The ship’s 80 copper 
refugees by artist Jens Galschiot 
(DK) draw a parallel to the 
Mediterranean’s desperate refugees 
and remind us of our human responsibility.  

This summer the Refugee ship with the sculptures 
will visit 24 German cities, as a part of the organization 
OUTLAW.die Stiftungs' campaign Mit Sicherheit Gut Ankommen (To 
Arrive Safely). The aim is to raise awareness about the refugees knocking on 
Europe’s door, their plight, and our responsibility to help them. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'Don’t feed your inner beast' 
The Street Art initiative kicks off with the opening of 

documenta14. Thousands of original 'My Inner Beast' 
copper masks will be handed out all over the world to 
remind us of our responsibility to rein in our inner 

demons and treat our fellow humans properly. The 
masks are placed in museums, newsrooms, and in the 

streets. 

 
It isn’t foreigners, but our reaction to those foreigners 

that poses a threat to our European civilization. 

  

Contact:Jens Galschiøt, Art In Defence Of Humanism - Aidoh@aidoh.dk / ph. +45 6170 3083 
 

Refugee Ships’ Route and Stations 
09.06. - 14.06. Kassel – Docking stations: Die Schlagd / Auedamm 13  

28.07. - 01.08. Bremen 
03.08. - 07.08. Norderney 
07.08. - 10.08. Borkum 
10.08. - 14.08. Emden 
14.08. - 16.08. Weener 
16.08. - 21.08. Papenburg 
21.08. - 22.08. Lingen 
22.08. - 25.08. Münster 
25.08. - 26.08. Gelsenkirchen 
26.08. - 28.08. Duisburg 
28.08. - 30.08. Oberhausen 
30.08. - 01.09. Hamm 
 
 
 

01.09. - 02.09. Fuestrup 
02.09. - 04.09. Osnabrück 
05.09. - 07.09. Celle 
08.09. - 11.09. Hannover 
11.09. - 12.09. Wolfsburg 
12.09. - 14.09. Magdeburg 
15.09. - 17.09. Halle 
18.09. - 21.09. Dresden 
22.09. - 24.09. Potsdam 
25.09. - 27.09. Neuruppin 
28.09. - 03.10. Berlin 
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