Galschiot opens Fundamentalism exhibition inside EU Parliament

8 sculptures w. bright and dark quotes from the Quran, the Bible and
the Torah will spark debate inside the EU Parliament

1. Exhibition inside EU Parliament
2. Documenta14, Kassel – follow-up

On July 10th EU parliamentarians will be presented with a sight they hadn’t expected to see.
600 of the darkest and brightest quotes from the Quran, the Bible, and the Torah can be seen on 8
of Artist Jens Galschiot's (DK) sculptures 'The Pillars of Scriptures', which throughout the week will
be exhibited centrally inside the EU Parliament’s cubby room. The sculptures' screens present the
religious quotes in 9 different languages. Galschiot and his crew will be there throughout the
exhibition to answer questions and debate culture and religion. The sculptures are 2 meters tall and
weigh circa 2 tons.
It is Bendt Bendtsen (European People's Party Group) who has arranged the exhibit, and it has
taken 2½ years to get it through. The giant sculpture Fundamentalism should actually have been
exhibited in the fall of 2015; here 30 EU parliamentarians from different countries and political parties
used their vote to okay the exhibition of the sculpture.
But the exhibition was prohibited by The Bureau, who under the leadership of Martin Schulz came
with a number of vague arguments about not being able to vouch for the safety of the sculpture. It
seems they would rather overrule the parliamentarian's rights to exhibit than engage in an important
and very relevant debate about the different religions in Europe. See Der Spiegel article
We hope to get many contacts so that the sculpture can get exhibited throughout Europe and kick-start
this very difficult but necessary debate. More about the project.
https://ymlp.com/zfHG46[14-02-2019 09:51:00]
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Galschiot’s rate on the Documenta14 art exhibition in Kassel, Germany.
In June Galschiot and his crew went to Kassel in order to deliver a wakeup call the world’s artists, to
get them out of museums and engage in the world’s development. It didn’t go quite as planned.
We had rented a boat in Kassel called the MS Stint and equipped it with 80 refugee sculptures. We
then sailed up and down the Fulda River while letting curious souls on-board to talk about art, culture,
the refugee crisis and political activism.
In just one day we had a few thousand visitors, and that proved to be too much for the recognized art
exhibition Documenta14 – even though it actually has focus on the refugee situation. The owner of our
dock received a call and with sweet irony barred the dock entry from both the ship and its refugees.
Any art within a kilometre of Documenta’s exhibition is strictly prohibited. But luckily jurisdiction
over the Fulda River belongs to the Federal State of Germany and not the city of Kassel. So they
couldn’t disallow the flowing art exhibition and we soon found another dock further down the Fulda
River.
The local Medias were pretty interested in the story and suddenly The Refugee Ship became a local
must see and one of the city’s favourite artworks on display.
It turns out that many of Kassel’s locals are sick of the elitist art exhibition, which has never
exhibited a local artist and has even tried to sue a local artist, who decided to set up an art piece in a
church during Documenta13 in 2012.
It is absurd that a “progressive” art exhibition prohibits art from being displayed; this seems to
go directly against the very nature of art. It is a complete disgrace to come to a city and ban local artists
from exhibiting themselves freely in their own city.
Documenta15 opens in 2022, and Galschiot already has big plans about setting up artistic free zones
on the Fulda and in private buildings where artists can exhibit themselves freely outside of the city’s
jurisdiction. So we are already looking forward to that.
Many warm (and exhausted) regards
Lasse Markus, Chief of Communications at Gallery Galschiot

The Refugee Ship and the campaign To
Arrive Safely
We, in the rich part of the world, have a responsability to receive
people that flee from war and hunger.
Gerald Mennen – OUTLAW.die Stiftung.
This summer, the The Refugee Ship will be visiting over 24 German
cities to raise awareness about the refugees knocking on Europe’s door,
their plight, and our responsibility to help them.
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The
Refugee Ships will visit 24 harbours in Germany this
summer. See sail plan
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With the sculpture installation and its 80 copper refugee sculptures
the Mediterranean’s desperate refugees suddenly appear up close, to
remind us of our human responsibility towards our fellow man.
According to the United Nations climate changes, that are primarily
created by the western world, will in the next 40 years create over 200
million new refugees fleeing the ecological disasters happening in their
homelands.
The sculptures and project are created by artist Jens Galschiøt (DK).
The German organization OUTLAW.die Stiftung organizes the tour in
Germany. In the different harbors there will be various cultural events
like music and theatre, which will relate to the cause of Refugee
awareness and their current situation.

The sculpture Fundamentalism

See the travel plan with harbors from the 28th of July (Bremen) to the
3rd of October (Berlin).

This mail has been sent from Art In Defence Of Humansm (AIDOH)
Contact to the AIDOH:
Galleri Galschiøt
Banevænget 22
5270 Odense N
Ph. DK: (+45) 6618 4058
Ph. Kassel (+45) 6170 3083
Fax:(+45) 6618 4158
E-mail: aidoh@aidoh.dk

About Jens Galschiøt:
General information about Galschiøt can be found at:
See Wikipedia:
Portrait of the sculptors CV (PDF)
Gallery Galschiot
Galschot webside
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